
which is morally certain and accepted 
both by Eastern Orthodox churches and 
by the Catholic Church. 

There is nothing in Catholic doctrine 
which is contrary to any scientific fact, 
nor can there be any such in the future. 

J. K E N N E T H O'LOANE 

331 Seneca Parkway, 
Rochester, New York 
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Revolution by Committee? 

Reading John W. Gardner's account 
of the life of Abraham Flexner [Sci
ence 131, 594 (26 Feb. I960)] I could 
not help but ask (as I'm sure many other 
readers asked): What would be the 
state of American medical education 
today had Pritchett appointed a com
mittee to look into the matter 50 years 
ago? 

GARRETT HARDIN 

University of California (Santa Bar
bara), Goleta 
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Meetings 
Clinical Scientists 

The Association of Clinical Scientists, 
a recent affiliate of the AAAS, was or
ganized in 1949 by a group of physicians 
and scientists working in various fields 
of laboratory medicine. During the early 
years the group held frequent informal 
meetings at the laboratories of its mem
bers and arranged a number of sym
posiums, workshops, and seminars on 
methodology in clinical chemistry which 
were held in the United States, Great 
Britain, and Puerto Rico. Until 1956, 
the association was called the Clinical 
Science Club. By 1956 the scope of 
activities of the Clinical Science Club 
had expanded, as had its membership, 
and it was then decided to incorporate 
the group as the Association of Clinical 
Scientists. The association received a 
charter from the state of Pennsylvania 
on 1 March 1957 as a nonprofit scien
tific organization. The objectives of the 
association, as outlined in the constitu
tion, are as follows: (i) to promote edu
cation and research in clinical science 
by practical methods; (ii) to maintain 
and improve the accuracy of measure
ments in clinical laboratories and to pro
mote uniformity in clinical laboratory 
procedures; (iii) to encourage coopera
tion between physician and nonphysician 
groups concerned with the application 
of scientific methods to medical prac
tice; and (iv) to support the principles 
and ethics of the field of medicine and 
of its constituent basic sciences. 

The association holds scientific meet
ings in the spring and fall. The spring 
meeting is held in either March or April 
and is devoted to the presentation of 
scientific papers by members and in
vited guests and to visiting clinical and 
research laboratories. The fall meeting 
is held in either October or November 
and is devoted to the presentation of an 
applied seminar in clinical science. In 
addition, informal dinner meetings of 
the association are held periodically in 
conjunction with international medical 
congresses and national scientific con
ventions. 

ROBERT P. MACFATE 

323 Northwood Road, Riverside, Illinois 
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