Science 1 the News

Food Additive Law Goes into
Effect; Discussion Scheduled

The controversial and confusing
chemical additives amendment to the
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act,
partly in effect for a year, became fully
effective on 6 March. The amendment is
the first food-law provision specifically
to cover the flavors, nutrients, preserva-
tives, and emulsifiers that are put into
foods for various purposes. It also deals
with traces of container linings, bits of
food-processing machinery, and inks on
food packages that might get into foods
accidentally.

Much of the confusion associated
with the amendment arises from un-
certainty over (i) which of the more
than 1000 chemicals now used in
foods are under the jurisdiction of the
new law, (ii) who is to assume respon-
sibility for satisfying the government’s
demands, and (iii) precisely how those
demands are to be satisfied. As the law
goes into force, only six chemicals have
been formally classified by the Food
and Drug Administration as food addi-
tives. As such, they are subject to con-
trol under the additives amendment.

Some 500 other chemicals have been
exempted from federal regulation, being
“generally recognized as safe” by quali-
fied experts. Another 155 have been
proposed for this exempt status, but no
decision on them has been made.

As a recent New York Times article
pointed out, this leaves hundreds of
other chemicals in foods still unclas-
sified. These are neither subject to Food
and Drug regulation as food additives
nor accepted as safe by the experts and
thus exempt from the new regulation.
The Food and Drug Administration
could demand the withdrawal from the
market of all foods containing such
chemicals; however, agency officials
have indicated that no such action is
contemplated, except possibly in a
few cases where there is reason to ques-
tion the harmlessness of the chemicals.

Industry will be given a year in which
to satisfy the laboratory-test require-
ments of the new law with regard to the
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unclassified chemicals. Because the nec-
essary tests are so expensive, it is re-
ported that competitors in some food
and chemical industries have joined in
cooperative research programs.

President Asks for Clarification

The seriousness of the food additive
problem is indicated by a recent Presi-
dential request for reports on “certain
aspects of the use of chemicals and
drugs as food additives” from scientists
of three government agencies—the De-
partment of Agriculture; the Depart-
ment of Health, Education, and Welfare;
and the Science Advisory Committee.

Missouri Symposium Scheduled

To help clarify the issue, a timely dis-
cussion of food additives has been
scheduled for 27 April at the University
of Missouri. Is it dangerous to eat
meat or poultry when the animals have
been injected with certain hormones or
antibiotics? Is it likely that anyone
would have contracted cancer from
eating cranberries sprayed with certain
chemicals? What is the truth about some
of the artificial coloring or flavoring
used on food products for human con-
sumption?

These are just some of the questions
which may be discussed at the sym-
posium on additives and residues in
human foods, which is sponsored by
the university’s School of Medicine, and
which is open to all interested persons.
The meeting will bring together out-
standing authorities to provide a com-
plete background of information against
which to weigh the controversies over
possible contamination of foods by
chemicals. The symposium will be di-
rected by Thomas D. Luckey, profes-
sor and chairman of the department of
biochemistry in the School of Medicine.

Speakers and their topics will include:
H. R. Bird, professor of poultry hus-
bandry at the University of Wisconsin,
“Additives and Residues in Foods of
Animal Origin”; Robert N. Goodman,
associate professor of horticulture at
the University of Missouri, “Additives
and Residues in Foods of Plant Origin”;

John F. MaHoney of Rahway, N.J., an
official of Merck, Sharp and Dohme
Chemicals, “The Manufacturer’s View-
point of Additives and Residues”; Paul
L. Day of Washington, D.C., scientific
director of the U.S. Food and Drug Ad-
ministration, “Government View of Ad-
ditives and Residues”; and Julius M.
Coon, professor of pharmacology at the
Jefferson School of Medicine, Phila-
delphia, Pa., “Medical View of Addi-
tives and Residues.”

Robert L. Jackson, professor and
chairman of the department of pedi-
atrics in the University of Missouri
School of Medicine, will serve as mod-
erator of the panel discussion.

U.S.S.R. Sets Up Free University
for the Developing Nations

The Soviet Government has an-
nounced that a Friendship of Nations
University is being established in Mos-
cow for Asian, African, and Latin-
American students. A 4-year course will
be offered by all faculties except that
for medical science: The course in medi-
cal science will require 5 years.

In addition, the university will have
a preparatory department offering train-
ing of from 1 to 3 years for young
people not yet ready to enroll in the
university proper. Students in this de-
partment will study the Russian
language and general subjects required
for enrollment in the university. The
duration of the program for students in
the preparatory department will be de-
termined by the extent of their general
education.

Free Tuition, Maintenance, and Travel

It is expected that 500 students will
be enrolled in 1960, and that in sub-
sequent years the enrollment will in-
crease to 3000 or 4000. Tuition in the
Friendship of Nations University will
be free. All students will receive scholar-
ships, free medical services, and dormi-
tory accommodations. The students’
fares to Moscow and back will be paid
by the university. The necessary text-
books and study guides for the univer-
sity students will be published in Rus-
sian and in the respective languages of
the nations of Asia, Africa, and Latin
America. ;

The Friendship of Nations University
will be under the direction of a univer-
sity council, which will consist of ‘rep-
resentatives of the Soviet Afro-Asian
Solidarity Committee, the Union of
Soviet Societies of Friendship and Cul-
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tural Relations with Foreign Countries,
the All-Union Central Council of Trade
Unions, the U.S.S.R: Youth Organiza-
tions Committee, and the U.S.S.R. Min-

istry of Specialized Secondary and

Higher Education. Prominent scientists
of the countries of Asia, Africa, and
Latin America, and of other countries,
will be invited to teach at the university.

The university will be open to can-
didates of both sexes up to 35 years
of age, irrespective of race or religion.
Applications may be submitted through
public organizations and government of-
fices of the applicant’s country, through
the embassy or consulates of the
U.S.S.R. in that country, or directly to
the university.

International Help Asked
To Save Congo Gorillas

The mountain gorillas in the Belgian
Congo’s Albert National Park—among
the world’s rarest animals—are in
danger of becoming extinct because of
native incursions into the reservation
area to graze cattle that eat the gorilla
forage. In the Watusi tribe that lives in
the area, a man’s social status is gov-
erned by the number of cattle he owns.
Because of a rapid population increase
_in recent years, the lands bordering the
reservation are badly eroded from over-
grazing, and flocks are being driven
further into the park.

The Belgian Congo National Parks
Institute, Brussels, which administers
Albert National Park for the Belgian
Government, has heretofore protected
the gorillas, of which there are about
350. However, now that the Belgian
Congo is to become independent on 30
June, the institute no longer has the
cooperation of the local authorities, who
are disinclined to take action against
trespassers.

American Group Conducts Study

Under institute patronage, an Ameri-
can expedition has been studying the
mountain gorillas for most of the past
year. A member of the research team,
George B. Schaller, reported a month
ago that two large tracts of land in
Albert Park have recently been returned
unofficially to the mnatives. Schaller
says: “Although the habitat appears to
be still adequate for the support of the
gorilla population, the animal will in
the future not be able to survive if the
present destruction by Watusi cattle
continues. Watusi and their cattle ven-
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ture far into the Congo side of the park.
A visit into the area . . . in July 1959
showed countless old cattle trails and
huts over a mile into the Congo. More
recently in December 1959 and January
1960 several hundred cattle were noted
from the Ruanda border as far as 4
miles into the Congo.”

On the basis of this report, Victor
Van Straelen, president of the Congo
Parks Institute, has written an appeal to
Harold Coolidge of the National Acad-
emy of Sciences—National Research
Council, who is chairman of the Inter-
national Committee on National Parks
of the International Union for the Con-
servation of Nature (Coolidge is execu-

tive director of the Pacific Science Board-

of the academy). Van Straelen asks for
vigorous international protest against
the violation of the mountain gorilla
sanctuary in' Albert National Park. He
says that there must be “concerted
action if these anthropoids are to be
saved.”

Mathematics Board Formed

The Conference Board of the Math-
ematical Sciences was formally incor-
porated in the District of Columbia
on 29 February. The charter members
are the American Mathematical Society,
the Association for Symbolic Logic, the
Institute of Mathematical Statistics, the
Mathematical Association of America,
the National Council of Teachers of
Mathematics, and the Society for In-
dustrial and Applied Mathematics.

The principal purpose of the Confer-
ence Board will be to represent mathe-
matics where cooperative action among
the various societies is more desirable
than action on the part of a particular

- society. The new organization plans to

open a Washington office on 1 July.

The present officers are G. Baley
Price, California Institute of Technol-
ogy, chairman; J. R. Mayor, AAAS,
secretary; and A. E. Meder, Jr., Rutgers
University, treasurer.
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Mountain gorilla prepares to charge. Found only in the highlands of central Africa,
the mountain subspecies is outnumbered by the lowland gorilla, the variety usually
seen in zoos. This captive male was photographed in a jungle enclosure near Utu,
Belgian Congo. [National Geographic Society]
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