
great are these things that an alpha- 
betical Finding Index is a necessary key 
for unlocking the door to the great 
wealth of the vast and complicated Sub- 
ject Index. Such an index, now in prep- 
aration, is to be published as Part 4. 
When this has been accomplished and 
the treasures of this great work made 
easily available, it will be seen that this 
is surely the Bibliography of Birds, the 
most valuable tool ever forged for stu- 
dents of ornithology and an imperish- 
able monument to the labors of the au- 
thor." 

Now the final part is before us, and all 
that need be said is that it fully lives up 
to Gudger's wish, and that it does make 
the contents of this whole work readily 
available. It is a pity that so long an in- 
terval separated its appearance from 
that of the earlier parts. This is no fault 
of the book or of its author, and it seems 
better to be glad that the work has been 
completed than to complain about its 
delay. 

The advances made in all branches of 
avian biology since the first two parts, 
the Author Index, were published 
(1939) have been so great that this in- 
dex must, of necessity, be used only 
for what it is-an index of the literature 
up to 1939. No one should assume from 
its publication date (1959) that it at- 
tempts to cover more recent material. 

All students of avian biology will have 
reason to be grateful to Strong for a 
most useful work, a work of a sort that 
demands prolonged and self-sacrificing 
labors on the part of the compiler, for 
which he seldom, if ever, is thanked by 
the people he helps. 

HERBERT FRIEDMANN 
U.S. National Museum 

Anatomy of the Human Body. Henry 
Gray. Twenty-seventh edition edited 
by Charles Mayo Goss, Lea and Feb- 
iger, Philadelphia, Pa., ed. 27, 1959. 
1458 pp. Illus. $17.50. 

The only major changes noted in the 
new edition are in the chapters on the 
central nervous system and the car- 
diovascular system. The former chapter 
has been completely rewritten in a 
simpler form and shortened by 50 pages. 
The structural features of the nervous 
system are emphasized, but the func- 
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paragraph on the brain as a whole. 
The chapter on the cardiovascular 

system has been divided into separate 
sections on the heart, arteries, and veins. 
Each section includes a discussion of 
embryological development. The sec- 
tion on the heart contains an account 
of the development of the heart, the 
peculiarities of the fetal vascular sys- 
tem, the external appearance and shape 
of the heart and pericardium, and a 
detailed description of the gross anat- 
omy of the heart. There are 26 new 
illustrations of the embryology and 
gross anatomy of the adult heart, six 
new ones of the arteries, and two of 
the histology of blood vessels. Statisti- 
cal data on variations in the arteries of 
the upper abdomen are included. 

In the chapter on osteology there are 
three new illustrations of developing 
bone. There are also a few new il- 
lustrations in the chapters on myology, 
the nervous system, the skin, and the 
digestive system. The majority of the 
new illustrations are from Rauber- 
Kopsch, Lehrbuch und Atlas der Anat- 
omie des Menschen, and several are in 
color. A discussion of the histology of all 
the connective tissues has been added to 
that on bone, while the histology of 
blood vessels is included in the sec- 
tion on the veins. 

The old terminology, rather than the 
"Nomina Anatomica," officially adopted 
at Paris in 1955, is still used in many 
places. 

Except for the changes noted above, 
this edition, published to celebrate the 
centennial of the first American edition 
of Gray's Anatomy, is not very different 
from the preceding one. The changes 
that have been made are improvements 
over the 26th edition but, unfortunately, 
these changes are not as extensive as the 
publisher's notices of the book lead one 
to expect. However, the editor should 
not be too strongly criticized for this, 
since it is well known that publishers 
are often unwilling to make the revisions 
in a new edition as extensive as the 
editor would like. 

The book is well bound and printed 
on high-quality paper, with good clear 
type and illustrations. The uncompli- 
cated style with relatively short sen- 
tences, characteristic of earlier editions, 
has been retained. These features should 
ensure Gray's Anatomy continued suc- 
cess and popularity with medical and 
other students. 
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of Documents, GPO, Washington 25). 
1361 pp. $4.75. This volume is a con- 
tinuation of three earlier volumes pub- 
lished in the Smithsonian Miscellaneous 
Collections and records the monthly mean 
station pressure, mean temperature, total 
precipitation, and mean sea level pres- 
sure for all stations listed in the previous 
volumes, as well as long homogeneous 
records for some stations not listed in the 
earlier volumes. Most of the data were 
supplied by national meteorological serv- 
ices. The stations are arranged under 12 
major divisions-such as Africa, North 
Atlantic-and by countries or political 
divisions (in alphabetical order) within the 
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