
of their art indicate that the Navahos 
are both more emotional and more in- 
clined to look upon aliens as sources of 
good, as well as evil, then students of 
their culture had recognized. 

To most readers this book will be of 
greatest interest as a pioneer effort to 
introduce rigorous method and objec- 
tivity into the study of the relationship 
between art and total culture. In his 
concluding chapter Mills shows his 
awareness of two weaknesses in his 
methodology. His knowledge of Navaho 
culture inevitably influenced his selec- 
tion and definition of typical traits in 
Navaho art. Faced with conflicting in- 
terpretations of artistic traits by dif- 
ferent psychologists, he chose the ones 
which seemed to fit the Navaho cul- 
tural situation best. One must admire 
him for the ingenuity and earnestness 
of his efforts and for his frank recog- 
nition of their shortcomings. 

JOHN C. EWERS 
U.S. National Museum 

Comparative Endocrinology. Proceed- 
ings of a symposium. Aubrey Grob- 
man, Ed. Wiley, New York; Chap- 
man and Hall, London, 1959. xx + 
746 pp. Illus. $15. 

This volume is a collection of 43 
papers presented at the Columbia Uni- 
versity symposium on comparative 
endocrinology which was held 25-29 
May 1958. The volume also includes 
brief reports of the discussion that 
followed many of the papers (in most 
cases the discussion is of modest in- 
terest), an index of animal names, 
and a subject index. The editorial work 
is excellent. The appearance of these 
papers within a year of the symposium 
represents an achievement for which 
both the editorial staff and the con- 
tributors should be congratulated. 

The papers range from rather broad 
reviews to quite precise presentations of 
research. Almost without exception, 
they are well-written and informative. 
The general areas covered in these 
contributions are: (i) endocrine factors 
in behavior and ecological adaptation, 
(ii) neurosecretory systems, (iii) com- 
parative morphology and physiology of 
the thyroid, hypophysis, adrenal, and 
pancreas, (iv) and comparative en- 
docrinology of reproduction. 
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in the strict sense of the word, for they 
make significant use of species as an 
experimental variable. However, very 
little attention is devoted to invertebrate 
endocrine systems, and those contribu- 
tions which present recent information 
in this area are addressed to general 
physiological aspects of endocrinology 
rather than to the comparative aspects. 
Exceptions to this are the brief reviews 
by Berta Scharrer and Ernst Scharrer 
of neurosecretory systems, and a paper 
by E. J. W. Barrington on the endo- 
crinology of the protochordates. Hence, 
"Comparative Vertebrate Endocrinol- 
ogy" would be a more appropriate title 
for the book. 

This volume clearly deserves a place 
on the bookshelves of workers con- 
cerned with comparative endocrinology. 
It also deserves a broad distribution on 
the shelves of biologists not directly 
concerned with this area, but it is, 
unfortunately, not likely to achieve this 
broader distribution. This is due partly 
to the necessarily ephemeral interest of 
summaries in such a rapidly developing 
field, but primarily to the high price 
necessary to defray publication costs of 
the volume. The paper and binding are 
good, and the illustrations are numer- 
ous and well reproduced. Thus, there is 
no doubt of value received, but the cost 
of $15 will discourage casual interest. 
This is a pity. 

G. C. STEPHENS 
Department of Zoology, 
University of Minnesota 
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Paul B. Weisz. Academic Press, New 
York, 1959. 394 pp. $12.50. Contents: 
"The kinetics of the stereospecific poly- 
merization of a-olefins," G. Natta and I. 
Pasquon; "'Surface potentials and adsorp- 
tion process on metals," R. V. Culver and 
F. C. Tompkins; "Gas reactions of car- 
bon," P. L. Walker, Jr., F. Rusinko, Jr., 
L. G. Austin; "The catalytic exchange of 
hydrocarbons with deuterium," C. Kern- 
ball; "Immersional heats and the nature 
of solid surfaces," J. J. Chessick and A. 
C. Zettlemoyer; "The catalytic activation 
of hydrogen in homogeneous, heterogene- 
ous, and biological systems," J. Halpern. 
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