
18 September 1959, Volume 130, Number 3377 

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION Back 
FOR THE 

ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE As a 

Board of Directors every fo 
PAUL E. KLOPSTEG, Presidenteral ef 
CHAUNCEY D. LEAKE, President Elect been esti 
WALLACE R. BRODE, Retiring President these eff 
H. BENTLEY GLASS matics 

GEORGE R. HARRISON 

MARGARET MEADand fell 
THOMAS PlARK who int( 
DON K. PRICE this yea: 
MINA REES spiring. 
WILLIAM W. RUBEY 

Last l 
ALAN T. WATERMAN 
PAUL A. SCHERER, Treasurer Welfare 
DAEL WOLFLE, Executive Officer 140,000 

through< 

DAEL WOLFLE, Executive Officer 
GRAHAM DUSHANE, Editor rooms n 

JOSEPH TURNER, Assistant Editor rooms n 
ROBERT V. ORMES, Assistant Editor year. Ar 

Editorial Board built by 
DONALD J. HUGHES H. BURR STEINBACH classroo] 
KONRAD B. KRAUSKOPF WILLIAM L. STRAUS, JR. shortage 
EDWIN M. LERNER EDWARD L. TATUM 

To cc 

Editorial StaffDerthi 
JUNE G. BANDY, CHARLOTTE F. CHAMBERS, 
SARAH S. DEES, NANCY S. HAMILTON, WILLIAM short 1 
HASKELL, OLIVER W HEATWOLE, YUKIE KOZAI, shortage 
ELLEN E. MURPHY, BETHSABE PEDERSEN, NANCY small, b 
L. TEIMOURIAN, MARIA A. WOLSAK, LOIS W. 

WOODWORTH directior 
EARL J. SCHERAGO, Advertising Representative never b 

graduall 
SCIENCE, which is now combined with THE but the 

SCIENTIFIC MONTHLY, is published each Fri- is large. 
day by the American Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science at Business Press, Lancaster, Pa. year. 
The joint journal is published in the SCIENCE 
format. Entered at the Lancaster, Pa., Post Office Amo 
as second class matter under the Act of 3 March majorit) 
1879. SCIENCE is indexed in the Reader's Guide 
to Periodical Literature. to states 

Editorial and personnel-placement correspond- to pass 
ence should be addressed to SCIENCE, 1515 
Massachusetts Ave., NW, Washington 5, D.C. money i 
Manuscripts should be typed with double spacing the seve 
and submltted in duplicate. TIhe AAAS assumes no 
responsibility for the safety of manuscripts or for duced t 
the opinions expressed by contributors. For de- Democr 
tailed suggestions on the preparation of manu- 
scripts, book reviews, and illustrations, see Science Adminis 
125, 16 t4 Jan. 1957). 

Display-advertising correspondence should be 
addressed to SCIENCE, Room 740, 11 West 42 building 
St., New York 36, N.Y. local scl 

Change of address notification should be sent to 
1515 Massachusetts Ave., NW, Washington 5, D.C., resent 
4 weeks in advance. If possible, furnish an address ments xA 
stencil label from a recent issue. Be sure to give 
both old and new addresses, including zone num- Atua 
bers, if any. Commis 

Annual subscriptions: $8.50, foreign postage, addition 
$1.50; Canadian postage, 75?. Single copies, 35t?. 
Cable address: Advancesci, Washington. states. I 

SCIENCE 

to What School? 

result in part of the recent population explosion, one person out of 
ur in the United States is now enrolling in school or college. Fed- 
)rts to help the pedagogic supply meet the student demand have 
imable. Culminating in last year's National Defense Education Act, 
forts include such things as summer courses for science and mathe- 
:eachers, purchase of laboratory equipment for schools, and loans 
owships for college students, with special provisions for students 
end to become teachers. But despite federal assistance, the picture 
r of pupils going back to, or beginning, school is not entirely in- 

month Arthur S. Flemming, Secretary of Health, Education, and 
, estimated that this fall we shall be short between 130,000 and 
classrooms in public elementary schools and public high schools 

out the nation. How does one arrive at this figure? One way is to 
;h the shortage of 140,500 classrooms for fall 1958. Add the 47,400 
eeded to meet the estimated increase in enrollments. Add the 16,800 
eeded to replace facilities that have become unusable during the last 
id, finally, subtract the 68,440 new rooms estimated to have been 
the states. This arithmetic gives the present shortage as 136,260 

ms. It also demonstrates that if last year's trend continues, the 
; will be solved, but only for our children's children. 
omplete the picture, Commissioner of Education Lawrence G. 
k estimated several days later that for the coming year we shall be 
)0,000 qualified teachers in public and nonpublic schools. The 

for fall 1958 was 182,000 qualified teachers. The trend again is 
ut in this case we can be thankful it is small, for it is in the wrong 
n. If last year's experience continues, the teacher shortage will 
e solved, but at least things are going from bad to worse only 
ly. Of course, newly trained teachers keep entering the profession, 
number of pupils is also growing and the dropout rate of teachers 
According to recent figures, the dropout rate is 10.9 percent per 

st everybody, including the President of the United States and a 
y of the members of Congress, favors some form of federal assistance 

for school construction. However, the concerted action necessary 
legislation is blocked by differences of opinion over how much 
should be spent and how the money should be administered. Of 
ral major bills on the docket, the most generous is the one intro- 
by Senator James E. Murray and Representative Lee Metcalf, 
ats of Montana, while the most niggardly is the bill favored by the 
stration. The Murray-Metcalf bill would provide federal grants of 
ion annually for four years, with the funds usable not only for new 
;s but also for teachers' salaries. The Administration bill would help 
iool districts pay off bonds for school construction, the bonds rep- 
g a capital outlay of $600 million. The maximum level of pay- 
rould be $85 million per year. 
1 school needs may be greater than Secretary Flemming's and 
ssioner Derthick's statistics show. Thus, estimates of the number of 
lal rooms needed are based on the increase in enrollments by 

3ut, in any one state, a large increase in enrollment in suburban 
ay be offset by a decline in enrollment in nearby cities. So things 
worse, but they could also be considerably better if additional fed- 
were only forthcoming.-J.T. 


