
they exhibited no other overt signs of dis- 
comfort. 

The salivation and fur-licking behavior 
described by Herrington (4) for the 
mouse, rat, and guinea pig, and by 
Schmidt-Nielsen (7) for the cat and rab- 
bit, was at no time apparent in the gerbil 
upon exposure to heat. The distress and 
near-prostration that was seen when the 
gerbils were in the metabolic chamber at 
40?C was doubtless due to the saturated 
atmosphere within the tube, as evinced 
by the film of moisture that appeared 
on the sides. Adolph (8) pointed out 
some time ago that evaporative cooling 
is one of the principal factors in deter- 
mining an animal's tolerance of heat. 

It is of interest that the gerbil, Meri- 
ones unguiculatus, has a greater capacity 
for temperature regulation under heat 
conditions than either of the two species 
of kangaroo rats or the antelope ground 
squirrel observed by Dawson (5). Unfor- 
tunately, there are published in the avail- 
able literature no observations on the 
habits of Meriones unguiculatus in a nat- 
ural state; with the degree of heat tol- 
erance this species apparently possesses, 
it is likely that these animals would be 
able to spend a good part of their time in 
activity outside of the burrow during 
daylight hours. 

PAUL F. ROBINSON 
Comparative Physiology Branch, 
Directorate of Medical Research, 
Army Chemical Center, Maryland 
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29 April 1959 

Incorporation of Tritiated 
Thymidine into Meiotic 
Chromosomes 

Abstract. In pachytene nuclei of Mela- 
no plus the heterochromatin of the sex 
chromosome was found to synthesize DNA 
at a different time than the autosomal 
euchromatin. 

Grasshoppers of the species Melano- 
plus diflerentialis diflerentialis Thomas 
were injected with tritiated thymidine 
(500 ,uc/ml). Each animal received 0.02 
to 0.04 ml. After 2 to 7 days testes were 
fixed, squashed, and stained by the Feul- 
gen method. Stripping film was applied 
in the usual way for autoradiographic 
work. During the squashing procedure, 
care was taken to obtain well flattened 

nuclei, in order to insure their intimate 
contact with the emulsion. The 5- and 
7-day animals showed a distinct incor- 
poration of the radioisotope into early 
pachytene nuclei. Thymine occurs solely 
in deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA), and 
thymidine is incorporated efficiently into 
DNA (1). 

At pachytene, in the spermatocytes of 
Melanoplus, the sex chromosome forms 
a large block of heterochromatin which 
is quite distinct from the euchromatin 
of the autosomes. The incorporation of 
labeled thymidine is different for eu- 
and heterochromatin. In the examina- 
tion of over 500 cells from five animals, 
four categories of nuclei were found 
(Fig. 1): (i) unlabeled nuclei, (ii) 
nuclei with only the autosomal euchro- 
matin labeled, (iii) nuclei with grains 
over both eu- and heterochromatin, and 
(iv) nuclei with only labeling in the 
heterochromatic block. Due to the 1-,u 

resolution afforded by the tritium ,-par- 
ticles (2) and the large size of the darkly 
stained heterochromatic block (2.5 to 
3.0 ,u in diameter), the differential up- 
take of the isotope is clear-cut. The 
heterochromatin synthesizes DNA at a 
different time than the euchromatin, and 
there is an intermediate period during 
which the hetero- and euchromatin are 
synthesized either simultaneously or at 
close intervals. 

To check accurately which of the nu- 
clear types represents a more advanced 
stage, sections of the same material were 
made by the same procedure. The testes 
of Melanoplus animals consist of a series 
of follicles in which the spermatocytes 
are grouped in cysts. These cysts are 
known to be synchronized in their mei- 
otic stages, especially during prophase. 
Furthermore, there is a regular antero- 
posterior sequence of the stages along 
the follicle; the younger cysts are at the 
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Fig. 1. Photographs of four categories of nuclei, illustrating the uptake of tritiated thy- 
midine into early pachytene nuclei of Melano plus. The sex chromosome forms a deeply 

stained block of heterochromatin (at the 9 o'clock position in each of the four nuclei 
shown). The autosomes constitute the remaining euchromatic portion of the nucleus. 

(Top left) Unlabeled; (top right) labeled in euchromatin only; (bottom left) labeled 
in both eu- and heterochromatin; (bottom right) labeling only in heterochromatin. The 
photograph at the top left was taken at the level of the nucleus, the others were taken at 
a focal level intermediate between that of the nucleus and that of grains in the emulsion 
(x 3200). 
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posterior part and move successively 
along the follicle. The sections revealed 
that the nuclei with the heterochromatin 
labeled are the more advanced ones. 
Thus, the heterochromatin synthesizes 
DNA later than does the euchromatin 
(3). 
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Ballistics of Dwarf Mistletoe Seeds 

Abstract. The explosive fruit of Arceu- 
thobium expels the seed for several feet, 
but the ballistics of seed flight has not been 
previously investigated. The data reported 
here for A. vaginatum f. cryptopodum in- 
dicate that the seeds have an initial ve- 
locity of about 1370 cm/sec and an initial 
acceleration of nearly 5000g. 

The explosive fruit of the dwarf mis- 
tletoes (Arceuthobium spp.) is one of 
the most efficient mechanical seed dis- 
persal mechanisms in any of the higher 
plants (1). As far as I know, no calcu- 
lations have been made of the initial 
velocity or other ballistic factors of the 
dwarf mistletoes or any other higher 
plants with explosive fruits. However, 
Buller (2) studied the ballistics of the 
glebal masses projected by the fungus 
Sphaerobolus stellatus and found that 
they were thrown to a height of 14.5 ft; 
this indicates an initial velocity (when 
air resistance is disregarded) of at least 
30 ft/sec (3). 

A 
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Fig. 1. Semidiagrammatic drawing of a 
portion of a dwarf-mistletoe shoot bearing 
mature fruits. Left, a longitudinal section 
through a fruit showing a seed (A), em- 
bryo (B), endosperm (C), and viscin cells 
(D). Right, a fruit immediately after the 
expulsion of the seed. 

Each fruit of Arceuthobium contains a 
single semifusiform seed (Fig. 1). When 
the fruit is ripe, the pedicel is elongated 
and recurved so the perianth end points 
downward. An abscission zone develops 
between the tip of the pedicel and the 
base of the fruit. A layer of viscin cells 
between the seed and the exocarp of the 
fruit creates a considerable internal pres- 
sure, and finally the fruit is sheared from 
the pedicel and the exocarp contracts 
rapidly and hurls the seed upward (4). 
The forward end of the seed is rounded 
and the other end is pointed; thus, their 
shape approaches the ideal for the most 
efficient projectile. 

The dwarf mistletoe used in this work 
(5) was Arceuthobium vaginatum f. 
cryptopodum, which is a widespread and 
important pathogen of ponderosa pine 
(Pinus ponderosa Laws.) in the south- 
western United States. The seeds of this 
species average 1.1 mm in diameter and 
2.9 mm in length. They are expelled 
for an average horizontal distance of 
530 ? 30 cm, with a maximum of about 
1280 cm. 

The following are the experimental 
data obtained: Average vertical height 
of seeds expelled directly upward, 460 
cm; terminal velocity of seeds, 750 
cm/sec (6); average seed weight, 2.4 
mg; and seed specific gravity, approxi- 
mately 1.0. If it is assumed that the 
forces acting on the seed in flight are 
the force of gravity and a frictional force 
proportional to its velocity, then a form- 
ula may be derived relating the maxi- 
mum height to which a seed goes and its 
initial velocity (7). When the data 
shown above are used in this formula, 
an average initial velocity of 1370 cm/ 
sec or about 45 ft/sec is indicated. The 
kinetic energy of the seed as it leaves 
the fruit is thus '2 mV2 2.3 x 103 ergs. 

From the initial velocity and dimen- 
sions of the seed, the time taken for the 
seed to leave the fruit was calculated as 
4.4 x 10-4 second. The computed initial 
acceleration of the seed was 4.7 x 106 
cm/sec2, or nearly 5000g. 

F. G. HAWKSWORTH 
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when H is the maximum height of seed ex- 
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Acetylcholine Effects of 
y -Carbomethoxypropyltrimethyl- 
Ammonium Bromide 

A bstract. Sy-Butyrobetaine, in compari- 
son with its methyl ester, Sy-carbomethoxy- 
propyltrimethyl-ammonium bromide, is 
biologically inert. When injected into mice 
and insects or assayed on the frog's rectus 
abdominis muscle, Sy-carbomethoxypropyl- 
trimethyl-ammonium bromide has pharma- 
cological properties resembling those of 
acetylcholine. Although reported to be 
present in rat brain during the convul- 
sions induced by dieldrin poisoning, y-bu- 
tyrobetaine has not been found in the 
nervous tissue of the roach after treatment 
with dieldrin. 

Burgen and Hobbiger (1) reported a 
similarity in the pharmacological proper- 
ties of acetylcholine and the methyl ester 
of Y-crotonic betaine (^y-carboxyallyltri- 
methyl-ammonium chloride). More re- 
cently Hosein (2) stated that Sy-butyrobe- 
taine (GBB) was found in the brain of 
rats during convulsions after administra- 
tion of a large dose of dieldrin. Hosein 
(3) showed that some pharmacological 
effects of GBB resembled those of acetyl- 
choline. This finding is of importance, 
since in insects treated with chlorinated 
hydrocarbons, no explanation has yet 
been found for the manifestation of con- 
vulsions which occur in the central ner- 
vous system (4). Colhoun (5., 6) showed 
that after treatment of cockroaches with 
DDT and dieldrin a high titer of acetyl- 
choline was found in the nerve cord at a 
late stage of prostration. The finding of 
Hosein (3) therefore necessitated a re- 
evaluation of these results. 

y-Butyrobetaine was synthesized and 
tested for biological activity by intra- 
peritoneal injection into mice. It was in- 
ert at the concentrations used by Hosein 
(1) and Linneweh (7). Further tests 
showed that the methyl ester of GBB, 
y - carbomethoxypropyltrimethyl - ammo- 
nium bromide, had a toxicity for mice 
comparable to the reported toxicity of 
GBB injected by Hosein (1). Signifi- 
cantly, the ester was the first intermedi- 
ate product in the synthesis of GBB. 
Sy-Carbomethoxypropyltrimethyl - ammo- 
nium bromide was prepared by the re- 
action of anhydrous trimethylamine with 
methyl y-bromobutyrate. On purifica- 
tion, the resulting material melted at 
1470 to 149?C. The actual bromide con- 
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