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45, in the illustrative problem, E equals 
3.97 x 10-12, not 3.97 x 10-22; on page 66 
it is stated that thorium is a nuclear fuel 
(it is actually a fertile material which 
can be converted by neutron absorption 
into a fuel); on page 77, in Fig. 4a, the 
Cs ion appears in the sodium chloride 
structure; and on page 184 the ends of 
the tie line at the base of Fig. 6-13 ex- 
tend beyond the phases in equilibrium. 
Finally, the section on metals in nuclear 
engineering seems out of place at the 
end of chapter 3. In future editions this 
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This is a translation of a work origi- 
nally published in Germany in 1954, in 
the series Orbis Academicus, Histories 
of Scientific Problems in Documents 
and Descriptions. The body of the book 
consists of selections from the sources, 
connected by the author's commentary. 
Such an approach to the history of tech- 
nology seems never to have been tried 
before, and the author shows it to be 
surprisingly rewarding in this field, 
which is generally thought to be want- 
ing in written records. 

The author, who is librarian of the 
famous Deutsches Museum, shows him- 
self to be steeped in the little-known 
literature of early technology. Not only 
has he quoted from such authors as the 
Italians Alberti, Martini, Filarete, and 
Fontana, and the Germans Glauber, 
Boeckler, Leupold, and Calvoer, but he 
has woven the quotations into what is 
surely the most readable history of tech- 
nology yet published. If the German 
writers are favored, they are less fa- 
vored here than' they are neglected in 
most works on this subject. 

As is usual in one-volume histories of 
technology (of which there are very 
few), the earlier periods are treated in 
a leisurely fashion, and later periods 
with increasing brevity, and the 20th 
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century, is outstanding, and as this is 
the darkest age of technology, this sec- 
tion gives his book its greatest distinc- 
tion. Some of the source materials 
quoted are as thought-provoking as they 
are unusual. Examples are the Council 
Decrees of 16th-century Niirnberg in 
the matter of the inventive "red metal 
turner" Hans Spaichl, and the quoted 
impressions of European visitors to the 
Philadelphia Fair of 1876. 

The translation is generally satisfac- 
tory, and it is gratifying to have this 
outstanding book rendered so promptly 
into English. It is very much to be re- 
gretted, however, that the publisher of 
the English edition saw fit to omit so 
much of the priceless accessory docu- 
mentation contained in the German 
edition. The footnotes referring to 
sources and secondary works have been 
retained, but the bibliography has been 
reduced from ten pages to four (the re- 
duction is actually greater than this 
would indicate, for the pages of the 
German editions are closely packed), 
through the elimination of all but Eng- 
lish works. Omitted entirely from the 
English edition are a 6-page chronology 
of events in the history of technology 
and a 17-page bibliography of sources. 
Anyone seriously interested in further 
reading in the subject must, therefore, 
have recourse to the original. 
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