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made after removal by filtration of al-
most all living plant and animal cells
and larger particulate matter. We were
interested in whether the bound poly-
phosphates on clay micelles can be re-
leased and used by phytoplankton, but
we had difficulty with analyses of soluble
phosphorus and did not get all the data
desired. Several analyses showed, how-
ever, that soluble phosphorus was almost
nil, indicating the complete removal of
this form by plankton. Furthermore, we
did have several short-period (rather
than minor) blooms of phytoplankton
which almost certainly required more
than minimal quantities of phosphorus.
A single bloom of Anabaena in each
of the two more fertile ponds reached
10,000 and 40,000 colonies per cubic
centimeter, respectively. In two ponds
the average population of phytoplankton
was around 300 to 500 cells per cubic
centimeter.
We have a longer paper in prepara-
tion which gives more complete data.
L. A. WHrTFORD
Ronarp C. PHILLiPS
North Carolina State College
School of Agriculture, Raleigh

Professions

The letter entitled “What is a pro-
fession?” [Science 129, 1688 (1959)]
prompts me to send you the definition
credited to Justice Brandeis: “A pro-
fession is an occupation requiring pre-
liminary intellectual training, pursued
primarily for others and not merely one-
self, and accepting as the measure of
achievement one’s contribution to so-
ciety rather than individual financial
reward.”

A. R. PaTTOoN
Colorado State University, Fort Collins

W. W. Benton, in his letter “What is
a profession?,” states, “Only three of
these require certification, namely, med-
icine, education and, in some states,
engineering” (italics mine).

This statement is incorrect, as all our
50 states and Puerto Rico now require
registration for an engineer to practice.
This, of course, means independently
and for a consideration. Thus, an engi-
neer can practice his profession without
being registered if this is done under the
supervision of a registered professional
engineer, who assumes the responsibility
for such engineering work.

SamuEeL I. Sacks
706 Widener Building,
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
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NEW “PUSH-BUTTON”
GAMMA SOURCE
HANDLING SYSTEM

works without costly manipulators
or windows—offers unique choice of
configurations and field strengths

Curtiss-Wright MAGI (cemet it o)

MAGI is a kilocurie source handling system with simple push-button
control for sending individual source capsules back and forth between
a dry storage container and the radiation area. Sources travel through
flexible tubes that are easily arranged in pre-determined configurations
to give complete freedom in setting up any desired radiation pattern.
Any number of the source capsules can be in use at one time, giving a
push-button choice of effective field strength.

Irradiations can be carried out on a research or production develop-
ment scale, batch or continuous basis. The MAGI is ideally suited for
prototype use in the fields of food, agriculture, chemistry (including
plastics and petroleum), biology, medicine, and materials testing.

PRINCETON DIVISION

CURTISS-WRIGHT

CORPORATION . PRINCETON, N.J.

Write for literature
describing the MAGI
in detail

{n Canada contact CANADIAN CURTISS-WRIGHT LIMITED, 1980 SHERBROOKE STREET WEST, MONTREAL, P. Q., CANADA
In countries other than U.S.A. and Canada contact
EXPORT DIVISION, CURTISS-WRIGHT CORPORATION, 50 ROCKEFELLER PLAZA, NEW YORK 20, NEW YORK
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