
the lessons applicable to civilian indus- 
try, but it bears no close relation to the 
data that precede it. Again one senses 
the touch of the publicist rather than 
the scientist. 

The prose style is lively and inter- 
esting, and the books are pleasant to 
handle and easy to read. The busy ex- 
ecutive who wishes an introduction to 
the problems of military manpower will 
find it here. The serious researcher in 
the field, however, will be disappointed. 
The story has all been told elsewhere, 
usually with more data and more so- 
phisticated experimental designs. With- 
out wishing to detract from the valuable 
work of the Conservation of Human Re- 
sources Project, I note with pleasure 
that current military research in the 
manpower field is well ahead of the 
civilian effort represented here. 

WILLIAM A. HUNT 

Department of Psychology, 
Northwestern University 
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Science and Mankind. Josu6 de Cas- 
tro, Ed. World Federation of Scien- 
tific Workers, London, 1959. 123 pp. 
10s. 

A few years ago UNESCO sponsored 
a series of publications entitled Food 
and People. These six booklets, ranging 
in size from 24 to 64 pages, dealt with 
the problem of food supply and popula- 
tion and were written in a remarkably 
lucid, comprehensive, scientific, and 
forthright manner. The subjects covered 
are indicated by the titles: Food and 
the Family, by Margaret Mead; UN 
Sets the Table, by Peter Kihss; Food 
and Social Progress, by Andre Mayer; 
Distribution of the World's Food, by 
Stefan Krolikowski; Are There Too 
Many People?, by Alva Myrdal and 
Paul Vincent; and Food, Soil, and Peo- 
ple, by Charles E. Kellogg. The authors 
tried to set the stage for thoughtful dis- 
cussions, and they avoided pompous and 
partisan statements on insufficiently doc- 
umented points. The keynote of the 
series was perhaps exemplified in this 
quotation by Andr6 Mayer: "The popu- 
lation problem is not a simple problem 
to be resolved ... by a mere change in 
the agriculture technique. It is also an 
economic problem, an educational prob- 
lem, and a social problem. It is a prob- 
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published, under the editorship of Josue 
de Castro, a book entitled Hunger and 
Food, which is almost a parody of the 
UNESCO series on the same subject. 
The introductory chapter, by de Castro, 
is full of such vague notions as "biologi- 
cal possibilism," "antagonisms of nutri- 
tion principles," and "advance agents 
preparing the ground for tuberculosis, 
tracoma, leprosy, verminoses, and other 
gastrointestinal parasitoses." The key- 
note of the introduction is that the sym- 
posium will be "useful to all those who 
wish in some way to participate in this 
universal crusade which is inescapable in 
view of the circumstances presented- 
that is, in the universal crusade of strug- 
gle against hunger." 

The second chapter, by Lord Boyd 
Orr, delivers an utterly confused politi- 
cal diatribe. In the first part Orr dis- 
penses such pearls of wisdom as "they 
[the peoples of the European nations] 
were not prepared to die to make the 
world safe for either Communism or 
Capitalism," and he proclaims that free- 
dom from war could be secured if a 
world police force were created to en- 
force the decision of an effective court of 
justice. No thought is given to the fact 
that, were the world ready to create such 
instruments, there would be very little 
reason to fear a world war anyway. After 
some generalities on technology and 
medicine, Orr poses the question: "What 
number of people can the earth sup- 
port?" Most of the data he quotes-on 
the Bengal famine, the nutritional situa- 
tion of the United States in the 1930's, 
the postwar recovery, and so forth-have 
little relevance to the world as it is to- 
day. However, they can be used to sup- 
port both of the attitudes which Orr has 
struck in past years and which he at- 
tempts to reconcile here: that of a nu- 
tritional banshee claiming that the world 
is on the verge of starvation, and that of 
a prophet of abundance proclaiming that 
"the world is rich" and that, by follow- 
ing a few simple organizational rules, 
everything will be straightened out in 
short order. 

The next chapter, by the late T. 
Roemer of Halle, Germany, is a sur- 
prisingly reasonable dissertation on Mal- 
thus, in which Roemer takes issue with 
Boyd Orr and points out that so far none 
of the dire predictions of Malthus have 
been confirmed and that they are not 
likely to be confirmed immediately, al- 
though it is difficult to foresee what may 
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France and that by Cicely Williams of 
Great Britain. As an example of unac- 
ceptable "scientific" statements, one in 
the chapter on "Soil and man," by F. E. 
Bear of Rutgers, can be cited: "the Shet- 
land pony turns into a horse when taken 
to a region where the forage is high in 
minerals and protein." As an example of 
questionable political "fact," the con- 
clusion of R. Dumont of Paris will serve, 
among others: "Economy based on prof- 
its is becoming weaker and having diffi- 
culty in adapting itself to a situation of 
relative abundance (relative, that is to 
say, to an inadequate purchasing power), 
is tending towards a futile malthusian- 
ism, towards a reduction to destitutism. 
This will shortly lead to its general con- 
demnation, if we persist in exposing its 
defects." 

The papers by scientists from the other 
side of the Iron Curtain are mediocre. 
Masek, of Prague, asserts that the pro- 
tective influence of vitamin C with re- 
spect to atherosclerosis has been demon- 
strated. Yang En-Fu, president of the 
Agricultural Association of China, em- 
phasizes the "astonishing labor enthusi- 
asm of peasants in the cooperatives," a 
statement which is not in accordance 
with the comments of less biased ob- 
servers. 

The book ends with a chapter by 
Kursanov and Nichiporovich of the 
Timiryazev Institute of Plant Physiology, 
Academy of Sciences, Moscow, who be- 
lieve that the problem of food supply 
will be solved by "raising the photosyn- 
thetic productivity of plants." 

In summary, this book is in the main 
more a vague political manifesto than a 
scientific document; it is not likely to 
shed much light on the important prob- 
lem of food and population. 

JEAN MAYER 

Department of Nutrition, 
Harvard School of Public Health 

Translators and Translations. Services 
and sources. Francis E. Kaiser, Ed. 
Special Libraries Association, New 
York, 1959. iv + 60 pp. $2.50. 

This very timely and useful guide 
represents a further effort on the part 
of the Special Libraries Association to 
assist librarians, literature scientists, and 
particularly the scientific community as 
a whole by bringing together informa- 
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tion on widespread translation activities. 

Part 1, "Directory of translators," lists 
services, rates, languages, subject spe- 
cialties, addresses, telephone numbers, 
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