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Manuel Luz Roxas was one of the fore- 
most scientists in the Philippines. His 
valuable services to the University of the 
Philippines as a teacher of chemistry in 
the College of Agriculture and the im- 
portant role he played in the creation 
and organization of the National Re- 
search Council of the Philippines will 
be long remembered. 

Almost immediately after Dr. Roxas' 
graduation from the University of the 
Philippines in 1911, with a B.S. degree 
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in Agriculture, his first research work 
appeared in the Philippine Agriculturist 
and Forester under the title "The pan- 
dan industry in Majayjay." This was 
soon followed by three other articles in 
the same journal: "The cultivation of 
coconut," "The effect of some stimulant 
upon rice," and "The coffee industry in 
the island of Luzon." Dr. Roxas pursued 
further studies in his chosen field and in 
1913 obtained his M.S. degree at the 
University of the Philippines, where he 
then served as instructor in chemistry 
until he was appointed a university fel- 
low to the United States. Evidently this 
appointment was in recognition of his 
unusual endowment with the "divine 
spark" to perform research. He enrolled 
in the University of Wisconsin and re- 
ceived his Ph.D. there in 1916. 

On his return to the Philippines, Dr. 
Roxas resumed his position in the Col- 
lege of Agriculture in the University of 
the Philippines, where he was later ap- 
pointed assistant professor, then profes- 
sor of chemistry, and ultimately, pro- 
fessor emeritus of agricultural organic 
chemistry. He was also named Distin- 
guished Alumnus of the University of the 
Philippines in 1932 for achievement in 
scientific research. All these deserved 
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recognitions were due to his active labor 
in the field of research, especially in 
agricultural chemistry and food tech- 
nology; his 95 scientific papers were 
published in various journals, including 
the Philippine Agriculturist and For- 
ester, the Journal of Biological Chemis- 
try, Sugar News, and the Journal of the 
Philippine Islands Medical Association. 

The National Research Council of the 
Philippines owes its origin to the lead- 
ership of Dr. Roxas. He headed a com- 
mittee that worked continuously in 
preparing the draft of the bill for its crea- 
tion which was introduced in the House 
of Representatives. With the support of 
Manuel L. Quezon as Senate President 
and other leaders of the Philippine Leg- 
islature, and the cooperation of the then 
Governor General Frank Murphy, Act 
4120 creating a National Research 
Council for the promotion of research 
along scientific lines was approved on 
8 December 1933. Elected as first chair- 
man of the National Research Council, 
Dr. Roxas did a great deal in the organi- 
zation of the different divisions integrat- 
ing the Executive Committee of the 
council. For his distinguished and out- 
standing contributions in scientific re- 
search in the Philippines, Dr. Roxas 
may well be considered the "father of 
the National Research Council of the 
Philippines." 

Manuel Luz Roxas was a man of 
sterling character, a good Filipino and 
patriot, simple and humble; all these 
qualities enhanced his merit as a true 
man of science. Our country can never 
repay what it owes him for his scientific 
labor and devotion to research. 

ANTONIO G. SISON 
National Research Council of the 
Philippines, Quezon City 
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