plicit. Investment in Innovation is an
admirable example of analysis, with
reasonable inferences drawn from recent
experience. It makes no attempt to con-
struct a new system, nor does it incor-
porate any ingenious devices for bringing
about increased outlay for innovation.
RicmarDp L. MEIER
School of Natural Resources,
University of Michigan

The Population of Japan. Irene B.
Taeuber. Princeton University Press,
Princeton, N.J., 1958. xx+461 pp.
Illus. $15.

If a nation the size of Japan had sud-
denly appeared on the earth on 31 De-
cember 1958, it would have been one of
the great news stories of modern times.
Actually, such a nation did move in on
our planet during 1957 and 1958, for
world population grew by some 90 mil-
lion persons during those two years.

Nothing like that has ever happened
before in the history of man. It took
200,000 years for the human species to
multiply to a billion souls. Then the
number doubled to 2 billion in only 2V,
centuries. At the current rate of popula-
tion increase, the present nearly 3 billion
of us will grow to 6 billion by the year
2000. The United Nations was not fool-
ing when, in a recent publication, it
warned that this unprecedented multi-
plication of people is “at the very heart
of the problem of our existence.”

The complexities of the problem of
too-rapid population growth surround
the problem with an aura of futility. Yet,
within just the last few decades, an
Asian nation has reversed the upward
trend of its birth rate to undergo the
most remarkable demographic transi-
tion of all time. The Population of
Japan, a monographic survey by Irene
B. Taeuber, records this transition.

Irene Taeuber is the distinguished re-
search associate of the Office of Popu-
lation Research of Princeton Univer-
sity. She was for many years editor of
the Population Index. She has traveled
widely, thought profoundly, and written
wisely on this compelling problem. Her
survey of Japanese demography traces
developments since the 12th century.
The major part of her book is concerned
with the fantastic century which inter-
vened between the reluctant welcome
given to Perry in 1854 and the end of
World War II, when another visitor
from the West dictated another agree-
ment under the guns of warships.

The isolated island empire which
Perry visited a century ago had a popu-
lation stabilized, by a “managed” death
rate, at about 30 million. A high death
rate usually served to keep the high
birth rate in balance. When for any
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reason natural causes failed to take the
necessary toll, infanticide was used to
redress the balance.

Perry’s arrival initiated a social,
political, and industrial revolution which
upset this traditional system. In the suc-
ceeding century Japan’s population tri-
pled and she emerged as one of the
world’s most densely populated coun-
tries. In an incredibly short time she
shifted from a feudal, Oriental, agrarian
culture to an industrial, urban civiliza-
tion patterned on an alien culture. The
Japanese achieved levels of literacy and
of living far superior to those of any
other Asian country. Amazing advances
in science and technology marked this
century of change and progress as
unique.

In the light of the current world popu-
lation crisis, Taeuber’s detailed account
of what has happened in Japan to bring
fertility into balance with modern low
mortality is a story which deserves the
consideration of all thinking persons.

The dramatic decline in the Japanese
birth rate since 1945 tends to conceal the
very important fact, emphasized by
Taeuber, that the beginning of fertility
control extended back more than 40
years to a time when national policy
favored rapid population expansion:

“Planned limitation existed in the
population of Japan in 1920. In the dec-
ades after 1920, practices of limitation
were diffused over broader geographic
areas and accepted by increasing num-
bers of people in ever-wider ranges of
social groups.

“In the years before World War II a
major portion of the increasing limita-
tion of fertility among the Japanese was
associated with the postponement of age
at marriage and the separation of cou-
ples by the military service or migration
of the husband. The process of fertility
decline was continuous, but slow. In the
middle 1930’s the fertility of the Japa-
nese was far below that of the peasant
peoples of the East, but it remained high
enough to produce a rather large popu-
lation increase. . . .

“In the postwar years there has been
a rapid spread of contraceptive practice
and a nation-wide resort to abortions.
There is increasing acceptance of sterili-
zation. The decline in marital fertility
has been rapid, and it has extended from
Tokyo to the villages of Hokkaido in the
northeast and Kyushu in the southwest.
This is not the response of an agrarian
society in the initial period of its social
and economic modernization. It is the
response of a literate people who have
radios and electric lights, who live in a
country with a network of transportation
and communication facilities, and who
work in major part in activities other
than agriculture. The formal facts of
changing levels of reproductive behavior,
of contraceptive products manufactured

and induced abortions performed, and
of the diffusion of the various means of
limitation singly or in combination con-
tribute little enough to any real knowl-
edge of the changing attitudes and val-
ues of the Japanese in:the realm of
fertility control. They offer even less
basis for estimating under what circum-
stances or with what speed contracep-
tion or other types of birth restriction
might develop in other Asian popula-
tions.”

The resort to legalized abortion would
not be acceptable in a Western Christian
culture. Yet recent surveys have re-
vealed that the practice of abortion is
widespread in this country and in
Europe. In the light of this fact, it would
seem that severe condemnation of
Japan’s solution would smack consider-
ably of hypocrisy.

Japan, with this sharp application of
the reproductive brakes, is today almost
at the end of the period when growth
of numbers is a problem. The prospect
that population stabilization will come
within a generation does not exist in any
other Asian country. Because of Japan’s
heavy industrialization and her adoption
of modern methods of food production,
Taeuber believes that, given full access
to world commerce, Japan will be able
to care adequately—and at a rising level
of living—for annual increases in popu-
lation that become smaller year by year.

While much of Taeuber’s book is
highly technical, the lay reader will find
kernels of summary and orientation
which are fascinating—the chapters on
“Marriage,” “Fertility,” and “The con-
trol of fertility” and the chapter on “The
demography of war” are especially inter-
esting. The concluding chapters—“Prob-
lems, projections and policies” and “The
past and the future”—are definitely re-
quired reading for anyone who pretends
to be really informed concerning the
great problem of the world’s unprece-
dented and accelerating multiplication
of people.

RoserT C. Coox
Population Reference Bureau,
Washington, D.C.

The Archeology of Coastal North Caro-
lina. William G. Haag. Louisiana
State University Press, Baton Rouge,
La., 1958. xi + 136 pp. Illus.

This study reports the results of an
archeological program of investigation
within the little-known area of the Outer
Banks and the adjacent coastal mainland
of northeastern North Caorlina. The
purpose of the program, which was sup-
ported jointly by the National Park
Service and the Office of Naval Re-
search, was twofold—namely, to inves-
tigate the problem of aboriginal cultural
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