
illustrated, for the most part with the 
original illustrations used by the various 
investigators. Nevertheless, the magni- 
tude of the undertaking, covering as it 
does 26 orders of mammals in a single 
volume, precludes the possibility of ex- 
haustive treatment, and many genera are 
not considered. Moreover, although the 
manual has the descriptive title "L'ori- 
gine des mammiferes et les aspects fon- 
damentaux de leur evolution," volume 2 
is rather largely a syllabus of descriptive 
morphology; the amount of interpreta- 
tion about development and affinities in- 
cluded in each of the chapters covering 
the orders varies somewhat, according to 
the writer. In view of the fact that the 
treatise is intended to serve as a manual, 
it is, of course, proper that the amount 
of interpretation and speculation in- 
cluded should be judiciously balanced 
against the amount of factual informa- 
tion, as it is here, so that the text can 
better stand the test of time. 

An interesting feature that Piveteau 
has included is a discussion, with certain 
examples, of primitive man's portrayal 
of Pleistocene mammoths, horses, and 
rhinoceroses, as represented, for exam- 
ple, on wood, on ivory, and on cavern 
walls, principally in France. Particularly 
noteworthy, moreover, is the addition of 
a section by Dechaseaux on endocranial 
casts, to most of the chapters covering 
the various orders. Interesting new ma- 
terial is illustrated for certain groups, as 
is certain material which had been pre- 
viously described by Edinger and others. 

The coverage of the manual is world- 
wide, and it would appear that full ad- 
vantage has been taken of the more im- 
portant literature. The approach is 
rather different from that in Scott's 
Land Mammals of the Western Hemi- 
sphere, quite apart from the latter's ob- 
vious geographic restriction. This volume 
is more nearly comparable to Zittel's 
Text-book of Palaeontology, although it 
is much more comprehensive and, of 
course, up to date. 
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the universities, by the federal and pro- 
vincial departments of mines, and by 
other organizations equipped for the 
work. 

The first part of this report gives a 
summary of the work of the committee 
for the period 1 Sept. 1957 to 31 Aug. 
1958. The second part contains the re- 
port of the subcommittees covering the 
different fields of the geological sciences. 
Members of the committee and of each 
subcommittee are listed. 

The annual survey of current geologi- 
cal research in Canada, compiled by 
I. F. Henderson, is included. This is a 
record of research in the universities, in 
the federal and provincial departments 
of mines, and in other, nonindustrial in- 
stitutions. It does not include research 
by mining and oil companies. The re- 
search projects listed are grouped under 
main headings that cover the various 
branches of geological science. 

The author index lists after each name 
the numbers of the projects, as listed in 
the survey bibliography, on which the in- 
dividual is currently engaged. 
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