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Plums for the Teacher

A program of Summer Fellowships for secondary-school science teachers
who want to increase their understanding of science through independent
study at colleges or universities is being started this year by the National
Science Foundation. The new program supplements the now-familiar Sum-
mer Institutes, which are also sponsored by NSF but in which colleges or
universities plan courses of study for groups of teachers. The American
Association for the Advancement of Science is administering at cost the
first year of the Summer Fellowship program. Administrative responsibili-
ties include selecting a panel of scientists to judge the applications for
fellowships and transmitting the recommendations of the panel.to NSF.
Final decisions will be made by NSF, and the awards will be announced on
25 March. ‘

In the new program a fellow may carry out a plan of study in mathe-
matics or in the physical or biological sciences at any accredited college or
university in this country. Besides competing for fellowships on a-national
basis, a participant must gain admission to a college or university at which
his plan can be carried out. In the Summer Institute program, there is no
national competition. The teacher applies to one of the institutes, and the
institutes, in turn, are set up by colleges and universities on grants from
the National Science Foundation. Although the method of financing is
different, in both programs the teacher-participant ends up with his tuition
paid and a stipend of up to $75 a week plus allowances for dependents and
travel.

The purpose of the Summer Fellowships, like that of the Summer Insti-
tutes, is to enable teachers of science to become better teachers by increasing
their understanding of science. Although an applicant’s plan of study may
be part of his efforts to get an advanced degree in education, the plan must
focus on a branch of mathematics or science, not on the history or philoso-
phy of education or on methods of teaching. This emphasis also character-
izes the other programs in education sponsored by NSF, which include
programs for elementary-school teachers and college teachers and for
institutes that are held during the academic year. _

Initial plans for the Summer Fellowships call for 750 awards, which
may cover up to three successive summers of study. The number of Sum-
mer Institutes open this year to secondary-school teachers will increase
from the 121 open in 1958, averaging 50 teacher-participants each, to over
300, with awards being for one summer of study.

If the Summer Institute program proves effective, it could become the
principal means by which the National Science Foundation supports sum-
mer study by teachers. With funds going directly to them, teachers can
choose their courses from the fare offered by colleges and universities.
There will be no need for special institutes, and the teachers will have more
contact with the general body of students studying science. The future
course of the new program will be determined in good part by whether
applicants for Summer Fellowships succeed in producing plans as good as
those offered by the Summer Institutes. It may be that the fellowships will
prove suitable only for teachers of superior ability or for teachers whose
background or interests call for unusual programs.

The National Science Foundation, and ultimately Congress, deserve our
thanks for creating new opportunities for summer study, but then the
teachers also deserve our thanks for seeking to increase their uriderstanding
of science.~].T.



