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SCIENCE 

of Thousands 

une of this year the United Nations expects to finish publishing in 
umes, at the advance subscription price of $435, the 2135 scientific 
submitted to the Second International Conference on the Peaceful 

f Atomic Energy held in Geneva last September. Six volumes in the 
already off the press. The size and speed of this effort make it a con- 

ble feat, the previous record being the production and distribution 
volumes of the proceedings of the 1955 atomic energy conference. 
igh publication of the conference proceedings involves political as 
s scientific considerations, it is still fair to ask what will be the place 
record effort in the scientific literature. 
way in which plans to publish the proceedings were probably affected 

litical considerations was the decision to publish all the scientific 
that were submitted. Since the papers were submitted to the U.N. 

vernments, not by authors, any attempt to screen them might have 
nterpreted as a reflection upon the merit, or lack of merit, of par- 
countries. The participating governments, of course, exercised dis- 

1 in deciding which of the papers by their citizens should be sent to 
nference, and the governments did assign priorities on the basis of 
the U.N. invited papers for oral presentation. But again because of 
ng of political with scientific considerations, the fact that a paper 
resented orally did not necessarily mean that it was superior to a 
not so presented. 
lication of the conference proceedings is itself something of an inter- 
al venture, involving the work of presses in five countries. In addition 
complete English edition, with 15,000 figures and tables and the 

sions that followed delivery of papers, the project includes abridged 
i and Spanish editions in 15 volumes. United Nations officials estimate 
he costs for paper and printing will be around $1.3 million. What 
a Russian edition will include is not yet clear, but its cost is not 

I in the present estimate. 
point raised by publication of the proceedings which is of immediate 
t to practicing scientists concerns the place of the proceedings in 
entific literature. The decision to include all papers submitted means 
apers of little value will be published alongside papers of great value. 
the papers of little value, of which, according to observers, there is 
ndance, would not be published in the established scientific journals, 
s some doubt that they should be published here. The papers of great 
not only would be accepted by the scientific journals, but many 
are being published in these journals and within approximately the 

ime span. With the presence of poor papers and the duplication of 
papers, the proceedings are not likely to prove of great use. The 
advantage of the publication may lie in bringing all the Geneva 
together in one place, but the great bulk decreases this advantage. 

v much distribution of the full proceedings of the conference will 
bute, not merely to the forward course of science, but to the promo- 
f international understanding is a harder question to answer. Suffice 
iy that people at the United Nations have good hopes for recovering 
h sale of the volumes their paper and printing costs, and that sales 
ing mainly to governments, libraries, and industrial concerns. We do 
ow whether some future U.N. scientific conference will prove even 
than the last one, but if it does we expect to find it followed by an 
treater publishing achievement.-J.T. 


