16 January 1959, Volume 129, Number 3342

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION
FOR THE
ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE

Board of Directors

PauL E. KLOPSTEG, President
CHAUNCEY D. LEAKE, President Elect
WarLace R. BRODE, Retiring President
H. BENTLEY GLASS

GEeorce R. HARRISON

MARGARET MEAD

THaomAs Park

Don K. Price

MiNa ReEs

WiLLiam W. RuBey

ArLaN T. WATERMAN

PauL A. SCHERER, Treasurer

Daer WoLrLE, Executive O fficer

DaeL WourLk, Executive Officer
Grauam DuSHANE, Editor
Josepu TURNER, Assistant Editor
RoBerT V. ORMES, Assistant Editor

Editorial Board

DonaLp J. HUGHES H. BURR STEINBACH
Konrap B. Krauskorr  WiLLiam L. Straus, Jr.
EpwiN M. LERNER Epwarp L. Tatum

Editorial Staff
Sarax S. DEeEs, LuciLe Guinarp, Nancy S.
HamirtoN, WirLiam Haskerr, OLiver W. HEAT-
woLE, Yukie Kozai, Juprtm B. LEeviN, ELLEN
E. Mureuy, BerusaBe PEDERSEN, MADELINE
ScHNEIDER, Nancy L. TEIMOURIAN, Maria A.
WoLSAK.

EarL J. ScHERAGO, Advertising Representative

SCIENCE, which is now combined with THE
SCIENTIFIC MONTHLY, is published each Fri-
day by the American Association for the Advance-
ment of Science at Business Press, Lancaster, Pa.
The joint journal is published in the SCIENCE
format. Entered at the Lancaster, Pa., Post Office
as second class matter under the Act of 3 March
1879. SCIENCE is indexed in the Reader’s Guide
to Periodical Literature.

Editorial and personnel-placement correspond-
ence should be addressed to SCIENCE, 1515
Massachusetts Ave., NW, Washington 5, D.C.
Manuscripts should be typed with double spacing
and submitted in duplicate. The AAAS assumes no
responsibility for the safety of manuscripts or for
the opinions expressed by contributors. For de-
tailed suggestions on the preparation of manu-
scripts, book reviews, and illustrations, see Science
125, 16 (4 Jan. 1957).

Display-advertising correspondence should be
addressed to SCIENCE, Room 740, 11 West 42
St., New York 36, N.Y.

Change of address notification should be sent to
1515 Massachusetts Ave., NW, Washington 5, D.C.
4 weeks in advance. If possible, furnish an address
stencil label from a recent issue. Be sure to give
both old and new addresses, including zone num-
bers, if any.

Annual subscriptions: $8.50; foreign postage,
$1.50; Canadian postage, 75¢. Single copies, 35¢.
Cable address: Advancesci, Washington.

CIENCE

Cast of Thousands

In June of this year the United Nations expects to finish publishing in
33 volumes, at the advance subscription price of $435, the 2135 scientific
papers submitted to the Second International Conference on the Peaceful
Uses of Atomic Energy held in Geneva last September. Six volumes in the
set are already off the press. The size and speed of this effort make it a con-
siderable feat, the previous record being the production and distribution
in 16 volumes of the proceedings of the 1955 atomic energy conference.
Although publication of the conference proceedings involves political as
well as scientific considerations, it is still fair to ask what will be the place
of this record effort in the scientific literature.

One way in which plans to publish the proceedings were probably affected
by political considerations was the decision to publish all the scientific
papers that were submitted. Since the papers were submitted to the U.N.
by governments, not by authors, any attempt to screen them might have
been interpreted as a reflection upon the merit, or lack of merit, of par-
ticular countries. The participating governments, of course, exercised dis-
cretion in deciding which of the papers by their citizens should be sent to
the conference, and the governments did assign priorities on the basis of
which the U.N. invited papers for oral presentation. But again because of
a mixing of political with scientific considerations, the fact that a paper
was presented orally did not necessarily mean that it was superior to a
paper not so presented.

Publication of the conference proceedings is itself something of an inter-
national venture, involving the work of presses in five countries. In addition
to the complete English edition, with 15,000 figures and tables and the
discussions that followed delivery of papers, the project includes abridged
French and Spanish editions in 15 volumes. United Nations officials estimate
that the costs for paper and printing will be around $1.3 million. What
papers a Russian edition will include is not yet clear, but its cost is not
figured in the present estimate.

The point raised by publication of the proceedings which is of immediate
interest to practicing scientists concerns the place of the proceedings in
the scientific literature. The decision to include all papers submitted means
that papers of little value will be published alongside papers of great value.
Since the papers of little value, of which, according to observers, there is
an abundance, would not be published in the established scientific journals,
there is some doubt that they should be published here. The papers of great
value not only would be accepted by the scientific journals, but many
indced are being published in these journals and within approximately the
same time span. With the presence of poor papers and the duplication of
good papers, the proceedings are not likely to prove of great use. The
main advantage of the publication may lie in bringing all the Geneva
papers together in one place, but the great bulk decreases this advantage.

How much distribution of the full proceedings of the conference will
contribute, not merely to the forward course of science, but to the promo-
tion of international understanding is a harder question to answer. Suffice
it to say that people at the United Nations have good hopes for recovering
through sale of the volumes their paper and printing costs, and that sales
are going mainly to governments, libraries, and industrial concerns. We do
not know whether some future U.N. scientific conference will prove even
larger than the last one, but if it does we expect to find it followed by an
even greater publishing achievement.—].T.



