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'country and in our territories and island 

possessions, and how the productivity of 
,our land resources has been increased 

through better understanding of soil 
characteristics and of the use of farm 

machinery, fertilizers, agricultural chem- 
icals, irrigation and drainage, and im- 

proved varieties of crops and animals. 

Major attention is given to the eco- 
nomic and legal aspects of land tenure, 
types of ownership, land value and ap- 
praisal, credit, insurance, taxes, the real- 
estate market, and the transfer of prop- 
erty rights. After a section on present 
income from farm land, the protection of 
future productivity by proper soil and 
water conservation is treated, with all 
the emphasis which this subject requires 
in view of our growing need for food 
and fiber for a rapidly expanding popu- 
lation. To achieve such protection a 

proper balance must be struck between 

present and future requirements; be- 
tween crop and animal production; be- 
tween farm land, pasture, and forest; 
between adequate incomes for the farm- 
ers and the requirements of future gen- 
erations. 

While the Yearbook does not offer any 
specific program or plead for any par- 
ticular form of land policy except that 
of sound conservation of resources, it 
raises questions that should be the con- 
cern of every citizen. 
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empiric, on Boerhaave, fevers, homeop- 
athy, nosology, ethics, pathology, and 

practice, Lester S. King, clinical profes- 
sor of pathology at the University of Illi- 
nois College of Medicine, delineates in 
an attractive manner the "medical world 
of the 18th century," interpreting it as 
the era of the foundation of modern 
medicine. Without attempting to present 
a comprehensive history of the period, 
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so proof-reading slips (the most serious 

being a wrong line of poetry on page 16), 
it is a commendably good example of the 

printer's craft. 
JOHN B. BLAKE 

Division of Medical Sciences, 
Smithsonian Institution 

Textbook of Virology for Students and 
Practitioners of Medicine. A. J. Rhodes 
and C. E. Van Rooyen. Williams and 

Wilkins, Baltimore, ed. 3, 1958. xv + 
642 pp. Illus. $10. 

The third edition of this well-known 
textbook follows the same general pat- 
tern as the second edition, published five 

years ago, although there has been a 
moderate (15 percent) increase in size. 
The first section is devoted to a general 
discussion of viral agents and of the 
characteristic infections which they pro- 
duce in man and animals. The next two 
sections take up individual diseases in 

groups, according to the systems primar- 
ily involved (skin diseases, respiratory 
diseases, neurotropic virus diseases, and 
so forth), or, when this is not possible, 
according to epidemiological or etiolog- 
ical considerations (arthropod-borne and 

tropical fevers, diseases caused by the 
Coxsackie viruses). The final section 
is devoted to rickettsial infections. 

As stated by the authors, "this text is 
written primarily to help medical stu- 
dents and practitioners to a better un- 

derstanding of the etiology, natural his- 

tory, and epidemiology of the individual 
viral diseases of man." They have suc- 
ceeded admirably in this purpose within 
the limitations of space set by an intro- 

ductory textbook. A wealth of up-to- 
date information is presented in a clear 
and succinct fashion (as, for example) 
in the chapter on poliomyelitis). Al- 

though space requirements have limited 
the discussion of controversial matters, 
dogmatic statements have been avoided. 
The bibliography, consisting almost en- 

tirely of articles published in English, is 
extensive and up to date. The illustrations 
are excellent, and very few typograph- 
ical errors have crept into the text. A 
combined author and subject index adds 
to the value of the book. One regrets 
that the authors were not in a position 
to expand their chapter on "Present con- 

cepts of the nature of viruses," and that 
the final section devoted to rickettsiol- 

ogy, the traditional stepchild of virology, 
is so brief. 

This is an excellent textbook which 
can be recommended highly to medical 
students and physicians as one of the 
outstanding introductions to viral infec- 
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