Meetings
Chicago Academy of Sciences

It is significant of the rapid growth of
our country that the Chicago Academy
of Sciences, at the time of its founding
in 1857, should have been known as “the
first museum of the West.” It is strange,
indeed, to reflect that only 100 years ago
Chicago was a sprawling pioneer com-
munity and that the academy was the
first scholarly institution on the scene.
Washington’s Smithsonian had been

founded only 11 years earlier, and
through the years a traditional bond has
existed between the two. Robert Kenni-
cott, first director of the academy, was
a young protégé of Spencer -Fullerton
Baird, assistant secretary of the Smith-
sonian in those days. It was the young
Kennicott whose scientific reports on
Russian Alaska, as leader of the Over-
land Telegraph Expedition, made the
United States aware of the value of this
vast territory. When the project to link
Europe to North America via Bering
Strait was terminated by the successful
laying of the Atlantic cable, the scien-
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tific results of the Kennicott expeditions
were the only tangible results of the giant
undertaking. But they influenced our
Government to purchase Alaska.

Early sites of the academy were twice
destroyed by fire, the last time by the
great Chicago fire of 1871. The present
building in Lincoln Park was built in
1893 at a cost of $100,000, through the
generosity of Matthew Laflin, who con-
tributed $75,000, and the commissioners
of Lincoln Park, who contributed $25,-
000. The academy has received major
bequests from several others—$100,000
from W. Moses Wilner, $140,225 from
Melissa Dickinson, $150,000 from Albert
Dickinson, and $26,843 from Elsie S.
Sandquist.

Founded for the “increase and diffu-
sion of scientific knowledge,” the acad-
emy has steadfastly pursued this goal.
But science has its vogues, even as the
world of fashion. In 1857 science was
acquisitive. It was a time for discovery
and classification of animals and plants,
and in the early academy Transactions
such work was published and broadcast to
the scientific world. So, too, in its present
Bulletin, Special Publications, and Nat-
ural History Miscellanea, the academy
has ranged the whole wide field of sci-
ence to continue the “increase and dif-
fusion” of such knowledge. In an old in-
stitution like this you may read history
off the library shelves or herbarium
sheets. Here is a copy of Dana’s System
of Mineralogy, published in 1868; here
a collection of plants made west of the
100th meridian by Palmer and Wolf in
1868.

Now the vogue is changing. The need
for taxonomy is still as acute as ever in
entomology and invertebrate classifica-
tion but less urgent for higher verte-
brates. There is time to investigate the
biological interrelationships of animals
and plants in studies of ecology and
parasitology. Joseph Camin, staff acar-
ologist, has a three-year grant from the
National Institutes of Health to study
mite-borne diseases and the genetics of
the ability of mites to transmit blood
diseases of vertebrates. The academy di-
rector concerns himself with bird physi-
ology and the influence of the ice age on
bird speciation and present migration
routes. :

But the academy feels most strongly
its responsibility to diffuse knowledge to
the public. At a time when science edu-
cation is actually unpopular in the
schools and scientists are regarded vari-
ously as unfeeling ascetics and dangerous
crackpots, our role should be to correct
misconceptions. Obviously, students come
by such ideas via their teachers, and the
need for good science teachers is there-
fore as great as that for well-informed
students. Badly needed, too, is a respect
for scholarly accomplishment to replace
the present passion for mediocrity among
students and even professional men. To
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this end we are making our museum ex-
hibits attractive, explicit, and sharply
focused. We are organizing amateur
groups in geology, astronomy, zoology,
and botany, with the volunteer help of
qualified adults. We are making many
short natural-history movies to be shown
free of charge in our auditorium—films
which may also be shown on television
to reach mass audiences.

The present officers of the Chicago
Academy of Sciences, elected at the 101st
annual meeting, which was held 16 Apr.
1958, are as follows: President, Leslie B.
Arey, professor of anatomy, Northwest-
ern University Medical School; secre-

tary, Richard A. Edgren, Division of

Biological Research, G. D. Searle and

Company; director, William J. Beecher.
WiLriam J. BEECHER

Chicago Academy of Sciences,

Chicago, Illinois

Forthcoming Events

January

23-24. Reproductive Physiology and
Protein Nutrition, 15th annual conf. on
protein metabolism, New Brunswick, N.J.
(J. H. Leathem, Rutgers Univ.,, New
Brunswick, N.J.)

24-29. American Acad. of Orthopedic
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Surgeons, Chicago, Ill. (C. L. Compere,
720 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago, IlL.)

26-29. American Meterological Soc.,
New York, N.Y. (K. C. Spengler, AMS,
3 Joy St., Boston 8, Mass.)

26-29. American Soc. of Heating and
Air Conditioning Engineers, 65th annual,
Philadelphia, Pa. (W. M. Vidulich,
ASHAGCE, 62 Worth St., New York 13.)

26-29. Institute of the Aeronautical
Sciences, 27th annual, New York, N.Y.
(IAS, 2 E. 64 St., New York 21.)

26—-30. Writing and Publication in In-
dustry, conf. and workshops, Brooklyn 1,
N.Y. (T. L. Donahue, Writing and Publi-
cation Conf., Polytechnic Inst. of Brook-
lyn, 333 Jay St., Brooklyn 1.)

27-30. Society of Plastics Engineers,
Inc., 15th annual tech. conf., New York,
N.Y. (L. A. Bernhard, SPE, 65 Prospect
St., Stamford, Conn.)

28-29. Nuclear Fuel Elements, Ist
intern. symp., New York, N.Y. (H. H.
Hausner, 1st intern. Symp. on Nuclear
Fuel Elements, 730 Fifth Ave., New York
19.)

28-31. American Physical Soc., annual,
New York, N.Y. (E. R. Fitzgerald, Dept.
of Physics, Pennsylvania State Univ., Uni-
versity Park.)

29-31. Western Soc. for Clinical Re-
search, 12th annual, Carmel-by-the-Sea,
Calif. (W. N. Valentine, Office of the
Secretary, Univ. of California Medical
Center, Department of Medicine, Los
Angeles 24.)

February

1-6. -American Inst. of Electrical En-
gineers, winter general, New York, N.Y.
(N. S. Hibshman, 33 W. 39 St., New
York 18.)

2—-6. American Soc. for Testing Mate-
rials (committee week), Pittsburgh, Pa.
(ASTM, 1916 Race St., Philadelphia 3).

3-5. Reinforced Plastics Conf., 14th,
Chicago, Ill. (Society of Plastics Industry,
Inc., 250 Park Ave., New York 17.)

6-7. American College of Radiology,
Chicago, Ill. (W. C. Stronach, 20 N.
Wacker Dr., Chicago 6.)

9-11. American Acad. of Allergy, Chi-
cago, Ill. (B. Rose, Royal Victoria Hospi-
tal, Montreal, P.Q)., Canada.)

9-11. Nature of Coal, symp., Bihar,
India. (Director, Central Fuel Research
Inst., P. O. Fuel Research Inst., Dhanbad
District, Bihar.)

11-13. American Acad. of Occupational
Medicine, Boston, Mass. (L. Blaney, 1608
Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa.)

12-13. Solid State Circuits Conf., Phila-
delphia, Pa. (A. B. Stern, General Electric
Co., Bldg. 3, Syracuse, N.Y.)

14. Short Range Navigation Aids,
Montreal, Canada. (Intern. Civil Avia-
tion Organization, Maison de Paviation
internationale, Montreal.)

15-19. American Inst. of Mining, Met-
allurgical, and Petroleum Engineers, an-
nual, San Francisco, Calif. (E. O. Kirk-
endall, AIME, 29 W. 39 St.,, New York
18.)

16-19. Problems in Field Studies in
Mental Disorders, intern. work conf., New
York, N.Y. (J. Zubin, American Psycho-
pathological Assoc., 722 W. 168 St., New
York 32.)

(See issue of 19 December for comprehensive list)

SCIENCE, VOL. 128



