proper subject for historical research
only after it is too late to do it properly?
Lacking such a careful job, many will
have to rely on Jungk’s book for one ver-
sion of the exciting and important story.
But—caveat emptor.

E. U. ConponN
Department of Physics,
Washington University

Negroes and Medicine. Dietrich C.
Reitzes. Published for the Common-
wealth Fund by Harvard University
Press, Cambridge, Mass., 1958. xxxi +
400 pp. $7.

This book is the result of a research
project conducted under the auspices of
the department of sociology of the Uni-
versity of Chicago, through a grant from
the Rockefeller Foundation. Reitzes di-
rected the project and edited the find-
ings.

The study is a systematic one, divided
into two parts. The first part analyzes the
enrollment patterns of Negroes in the
nation’s medical schools and compares
the performance of Negroes on the Med-
ical College Aptitude Test with that of
white students and of applicants who
were rejected. It points out the under-
graduate origin of Negroes in the medi-
cal schools and indicates the changing
pattern toward integration in the study
of medicine.

Part I presents evidence which reveals
that Negroes compare unfavorably with
white medical applicants in Medical
College Aptitude Test scores; that the
rejected applicants of predominantly
white schools compare well with appli-
cants accepted in medical colleges whose
primary orientation is toward Negroes;
and that Negroes who are graduates of
predominantly white premedical colleges
are more readily accepted by white med-
ical colleges than are those applicants
who are graduates of schools oriented
primarily toward Negroes.

Moreover, the median scores of stu-
dents accepted at Meharry Medical Col-
lege on the regional support plan are
generally lower than the median scores
of noncompact students who succeed in
gaining admission. Despite the lower
scores, the Negroes admitted to white as
well as to Negro medical schools usually
complete their studies and qualify for
practice. The scores on aptitude tests re-
flect cultural differences between the
two groups which stem from dualism.

The study indicates that a larger num-
ber of Negroes are being admitted to in-
tegrated medical colleges than in the
past, but that the population is increasing
{aster than the rate of admissions, so that
the critical plight of Negroes with re-
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spect to medical services is not being
alleviated.

Contributing the largest number of the
students who are admitted to Meharry
Medical College, and also heading the
list of Negro colleges in terms of its con-
tribution of Negro students to white
medical schools, is the small college of
Morehouse. It ranks third in the total
number of graduates accepted for the
study of medicine at Howard Univer-
sity. It would appear that the climate
and emphasis at Morehouse College
might well be the key to a more general
remedial measure in correcting the criti-
cal shortages in medicine.

The second part of the book is con-
cerned with patterns of behavior in sam-
pled communities in regard to hospital
practices for internships, residencies, and
staff affiliations. It also samples prac-
tices in regard to integration in medical
societies and relationships in the area of
specialization in medicine. It indicates
improvement in professional opportuni-
ties for Negroes in internships, residen-
cies, and staff affiliations. At the lower
level of medical training and practices,
the barriers are not as great as they are
at the upper levels.

In communities which lack approved
quasi-integrated hospitals, Negroes have
not qualified in large numbers for board
specialties. Where these hospitals have
been late in developing, as in Atlanta,
status and lack of intern training op-
portunities have postponed, if they have
not entirely blocked, improvement of the
qualifications of the Negro doctor.

This book will serve as a useful source
of data for observing patterns of changes
affecting the study and practice of medi-
cine in various types of communities as
well as on a nationwide basis. It presents
these data lucidly and authoritatively
and is therefore a valuable reference for
persons interested in the field of race
relations.

SaMUEL M. NaBrIT
Texas Southern University

A Field Guide to Reptiles and Amphib-
ians of Eastern North America. Roger
Conant. Houghton Mifflin, Boston,
1958. xv + 365 pp. Illus. $3.95.

The appearance of another—the
twelfth—in the “Peterson Field Guide
Series” is always a happy event for out-
door naturalists. This one covers 505 spe-
cies and subspecies, of which 320-odd
are reptiles. All but one—the rare
leatherback turtle—have been illustrated
from life, with drawings made from pho-
tographs by Isabelle Hunt Conant. More
than 400 of these are in color, also from
life.

Since the use of color for identifica-
tion of “herptiles” is made tricky by the
ability of some of them to change color .
from minute to minute, and since the
field guide is like others in the series in
relying heavily upon illustrations, special
care has been given to pointing out simi-
lar species. Forty pages of distribution
maps will help, too, in locating the right
name and corresponding information for
a specimen in hand.

Conant shows particular concern with
handling specimens in such a way as
neither to hurt the “herptile” nor en-
danger the holder. Yet he realizes that
most specimens will be identified at far
closer range than any bird, and that
many a field naturalist will wish to keep
specimens alive in captivity for further
observation. For these reasons he in-
cludes short sections on the capture and
care of specimens and on the treatment
of snake bite.

Lorus J. MiLNE
MarGERY MILNE
Department of Zoology,
University of New Hampshire

Quantitative Plant Ecology. P. Grieg-
Smith. Academic Press, New York;
Butterworths, London, 1957. x + 198
pp. Illus. $6.

“Ecologists are attempting to describe -
communities and organism-environment
relationships in more quantitative terms
in order to meet the demands of ecosys-
tem analysis and to place more of eco-
logical investigation on an experimental
basis. This book is an up-to-date survey
of problems encountered in the quanti-
tative approaches to plant ecology. The
discussions in the book will be of inter-
est to all biologists concerned with or-
ganism-environment relationships, espe-
cially to those working with organisms in
noncontrolled environments.

This book has a balance of viewpoints
that keeps the discussion in terms that
are meaningful to ecologists. Apprecia-
tion for the service role of mathematical
tools is complemented by an awareness
of the large number of variables and their
complex relationships in all problems re-
lating to communities of organisms. The
author recognizes the need for the full-
est possible knowledge of the biology of
individual species, and also for contin-
ued use of empirical approaches and ap-
proximate methods in poorly understood
areas of investigation. Although the dis-
cussion focuses on problems with plants,
the author draws upon much of the per-
tinent work in animal ecology.

The survey begins with examination
of quantitative descriptions of vegeta-
tion, problems of sampling, and compar-
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