appointed in their professional capacities
as individuals by the NASA administra-
tor and the committees will report to
him. As far as feasible, committee mem-
bership will be kept small to facilitate
discussion and decision.

The new research committees will
supersede the 28 technical committees
and subcommittees of the National Ad-
visory Committee for Aeronautics, which
was absorbed by the NASA when it was
established last October. The NACA
committees and subcommittees are due
to go out of existence on 31 December.

Research Corporation Grants

The Research Corporation distributed
$259,259 as grants-in-aid during the last
quarter of fiscal 1958, which ended 31
October, bringing the annual disburse-
ment to $1,244,000. The foundation dis-
tributed $1,257,000 in grants-in-aid in
fiscal 1957.

The last quarter grants were made
among four areas of the foundation’s in-
terests. These areas, and the amounts
granted, are as follows:

Frederick Gardner Cottrell Grants—
$146,908 granted to 46 colleges and uni-
versities in 24 states, and abroad to the
American University of Beirut for basic
research in the natural sciences;

The Williams—Waterman Fund for the
Combat of Dietary Diseases—68,260
granted to universities both in the United
States and abroad for basic research and
experimental programs related to the
field of human nutrition;

The Brown-Hazen Fund—$4,700
granted to Baylor University for sup-
port of fundamental research in biochem-
istry, microbiology, and immunology;

Howard Andrews Poillon Fund—$39,-
391 granted to four universities in the
United States for programs of “excep-
tional scientific merit” which fall out-
side the scope of the major funds.

Research Corporation is a nonprofit
foundation established in 1912 by the late
Frederick Gardner Cottrell, who was a
professor of chemistry at the University
of California. The foundation supports
research in the natural sciences in edu-
cational and scientific institutions.

Teacher Recruitment in New York

Some 526 leading scientists, including
15 Nobel prize winners, have announced
their support of a far-reaching proposal
by a committee of science educators to
spur recruitment of teachers and im-
prove science instruction in the New
York City public high schools. The pro-
posed plan calls for a sharp increase in
expenditure on the high schools. It asks
the Board of Education to initiate public
relations efforts, legislative activity, and

5 DECEMBER 1958

independent budgeting in order to mo-
bilize public support for the increase. It
details requirements in the high schools
on which money must be spent to make
science teaching more effective.

The plan was framed by the Joint
Committee on Science Teacher Recruit-
ment, representing science department
chairmen of the New York City high
schools. Stanley L. Weinberg is chairman
of the committee, which has an office in
the headquarters of the New York Acad-
emy of Sciences, 2 E. 63 St.

Harold C. Urey, Nobel Prize winner
and distinguished service professor of
chemistry at the University of Chicago,
says of the proposal:

“I think this is an excellent statement.
The budget of the schools of the United
States should be doubled. I have just
visited Israel, a country of two million,
in very difficult circumstances, and yet
able to afford three institutions of higher
learning. Saudi Arabia, with hundreds of
millions of oil royalties, cannot afford
primary-school education. A people can
afford what they wish to afford, and it is
necessary to get the people of the United
States to understand that we must afford
better education. The city of New York
should lead in this.”

The American Scientist’s
Knowledge of Foreign Languages

More than 97,000 scientists in the Na-
tional Register of Scientific and Tech-
nical Personnel in 1954-55 reported a
knowledge, with varying degrees of pro-
ficiency, of at least one foreign language.
This constituted approximately three-
quarters of the 127,000 persons in the
Register, and it is estimated that more
than one-half of all American scientists
were included in the Register during this
period.

German was the language reported
most often, and French next, obviously
a reflection of educational requirements
for scientific training, particularly at the
graduate level. By scientific field, those
in chemistry and chemical engineering
and in physics and astronomy showed a
greater concentration in the Germanic
languages, while in psychology and the
earth sciences there were proportionally
greater numbers with knowledge of
French, Spanish, and other Romance
languages.

Only about 1 in 50 of those reporting
a language ability had a knowledge of
Russian and less than 1 in 100, of Chi-
nese. In the case of these languages, it
appears that such knowledge stems
largely from nativity and family back-
ground. These findings indicate that

‘nearly all American scientists must de-

pend on translations for knowledge of
scientific developments in the Soviet bloc
countries.

Blood of Aquatic Animals

The first symposium on the blood of
aquatic animals was held in Tokyo,
Japan, on 3 November under the spon-
sorship of the Japanese Fisheries Agency
and the Japanese Fisheries Society. The
purpose of this symposium was to estab-
lish an organization for the discussion of
problems relating to the blood of aquatic
animals. Abstracts of the seven papers
presented will be published in English in
the Japanese Journal of Ichthyology, vol-
ume 7, Nos. 2, 3, 4 (now in press). These
papers were concerned with antigens in
the blood of oysters, mackerel, tuna, and
whales, the blood composition of carp,
and the physiology of blood in relation
to the productivity of fish ponds. Corre-
spondence concerning this symposium
and succeeding ones should be sent to
Professor Y. Suyehiro, Chief, Depart-
ment of Fisheries, Division of Agricul-
ture, Tokyo University, Bunkyoku,
Tokyo, Japan.

Argentine Astronomy

On 7-9 November, a meeting was held
by Argentine astronomers at the Felix
Aguilar Observatory of the University of
Cuyo in San Juan. Seventeen papers,
three general reports and ten progress
reports, were presented. An important
outcome of the meeting was the founding
of the Argentine Astronomical Associa-
tion and the election of the members of
the Argentine National Committee for
Astronomy. The officers of the new as-
sociation are B. H. Dawson, president,
J. J. Nissen, vice-president, C. Jaschek,
secretary, J. Landi-Dessy, treasurer, and
C. U. Cesco and J. L. Sersic, councilors.
L. Gratton, C. Jaschek, R. Platzeck, and
J. Sahade are the members of the Na-
tional Committee.

Foreign Medical Graduates’
Examination Results

Results of the first world-wide Ameri-
can Medical Qualification Examination
held 23 September in 30 U.S. examina-
tion centers and 30 foreign centers have
been announced by Dean F. Smiley, ex-
ecutive director, Educational Council
for Foreign Medical Graduates. The for-
eign centers were established in Latin
America, the Far East, the Middle East,
and Europe.

Statistics reveal that of the 844 for-
eign-trained physicians taking the ex-
amination, 418 passed and will receive
the ECFMG Certificate. According to
the council, these physicians are certified
as possessing medical knowledge reason-
ably equivalent to that expected of grad-
uates of approved American and Cana-
dian medical schools and as having
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