In my opinion, it not infrequently
happens that the individual to whom
such thanks are made would prefer not
to have his name mentioned in the
paper. Frequently his advice was not
followed; many times he may object to
the conclusions or may not be happy
with the data. Often his comments were
made casually in discussion, without ref-
erence to a specific paper, and he may
have no recollection of them. He opens
his mail one day to find the latest issue
of the journal with the paper in print
and with himself as the recipient of the
unwanted and unsolicited thanks. He
had not been asked or he might well
have refused.

Within the past month I requested
two individuals who were good enough
to send me their manuscripts to delete
my name from among such thanks at
the end of the manuscripts. In one case
my advice, based on about 20 hours of
studying the paper and discussing it with
the author, was not followed, and I do
not believe that the data presented es-
tablished the validity of the proposed
method. In the other case, my contribu-
tion was negligible, and the manuscript
was sent to me privately for my opinion
with a thank-you note already included
at the end of the paper. Both manu-
scripts had been sent to the journal prior
to my having seen them. Other persons,
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% A true micro buret with capacities from .5 ml
to 10 ml.
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by Micro-Ware.

% Processed to insure permanent color. Fused-in
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This new unitized valve provides fine
needle valve control in any laboratory
apparatus. It is designed of glass and
plastic for sensitive, reproducible flow
control, maximum mechanical strength
and to eliminate contamination.

Being designed of glass and plastic, liquid
comes in contact with only glass and
teflon. Other parts, not in contact with
liquid, are made of plastic which is resist-
ant to acids, alkalis, salts and nearly
all organic liquids.

Present glass stopcocks are easily replaced
by this new valve because of its unique
construction.
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however, have not given me the oppor-
tunity of not being thanked!

There is little doubt that the judicious
use of such acknowledgments to well-
known workers in the field consciously
or subconsciously influences referees in
the evaluation of the paper. In one in-
stance of which I have firsthand knowl-
edge, a paper refereed was rejected by
one journal. The author submitted it to
another journal but inserted an acknowl-
edgment to a very prominent worker in
the field. After the paper appeared, the
person who had refereed it for the sec-
ond journal asked me for my opinion
and, on learning that I did not feel the
paper was worth publishing, said that he
had refereed it. Really, he said, he didn’t
know much about the field, but after all,
if Professor was given an ac-
knowledgment, the paper must be all
right, so naturally he had accepted it.
It so happened that Professor
had not seen the paper, had not been
asked about having his name mentioned,
and told me that “he would not have
published the paper” on the basis of the
data.

Is it too much to expect editors of
journals to request that manuscripts con-
taining such acknowledgments be accom-
panied by a letter from the individual
thanked indicating that he has read the
paper and has no objection?

Ervin A. KaBar
Columbia University, New York

Electroconvection

The paper of Dobry and Finn (1) de-
scribes a method for the electrophoretic
separation of ionic mixtures which has
some similarities to that of Philpot (2).
It should be a valuable addition to the
present list of protein separation meth-
ods.

However, the comments of Dobry and
Finn on the method of electroconvection
are apparently based on a misunder-
standing of this method. The fact is that
thermal convection currents have no sig-
nificant effect in the method of electro-
convection, since the density gradients
established by electrophoretic migration
are far greater than those resulting from
thermal differences. '

The electroconvection apparatus of
improved design described by Raymond
(3) can in fact be operated at room
temperature with no particular neces-
sity for controlling temperature differ-
ences within the solution or within the
buffer compartments. The heat produced
in this apparatus has also been discussed
(4). It is true that only one component
at a time can be separated by electro-
convection, but the actual working time
for any given separation is very small.
On the other hand, experience with ap-
paratus whose operation depends on a
constant and continuous flow of solution
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through the apparatus has demonstrated
that many difficulties are encountered in
adjusting and maintaining the proper
rates of flow.

Dobry very kindly allowed me to see
the manuscript of his paper before pub-
lication. The points made in this letter
were put to him then and should be
restated, in order to make clear the use-
fulness of electroconvection. Production
units utilizing this principle have been
built on a large scale and work satis-
factorily, without any difficulty in heat
dissipation.

SaMUEL RayMoND
University of Pennsylvania Hospital,
Philadelphia
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We read the comments of Raymond
with great interest. Raymond contrib-
uted a great deal to the development of
electroconvection. One can, therefore,
understand his concern at what may ap-
pear to be a misrepresentation of this
method.

In discussing the matter further, let us
differentiate between the principle of the
technique as set forth by Kirkwood and
his coworkers and the improved appa-
ratus which is available today. Our com-
ments were directed entirely toward the
former.

In one of his publications (/) Ray-
mond writes, “At these levels [power in-
puts of 50 watts and up], also, the cell
temperature must be expected to run
several degrees above the temperature of
the circulating buffer, because of the
difficulty of heat transfer through the
streamlined currents in the channel.”
Earlier observation of thermal disturb-
ances was also reported by Nielson and
Kirkwood (2). It appeared to us that
larger apparatus would have a smaller
capacity for heat dissipation—that is.
less cooling surface per unit of working
space. As a result, liquid would tend to
rise in the center of the column, where
temperature is at a maximum, and settle
near the cooler walls, thus upsetting the
laminar convection pattern which is es-
sential for this technique.

It is good to know that Raymond
managed to handle this problem success-
fully in production as well as laboratory
units.

ReuveN Dosry
Pacific Yeast Products, Inc.,
Wasco, California
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Roland Gohlke, Dow Chemical Comp

y engi , using Bendix Mass Spectrometer

to identify compounds emerging from a gas chromatograph.

NOW BENDIX" TIME-OF-FLIGHT MASS
SPECTROMETER RECORDS MASS SPECTRA

The ability to record either mass
spectra or mass ratios further widens
the versatility of the Bendix Mass
Spectrometer. The speed and ease of
using this new Analog Output System
areillustrated by the following example:

During a recent routine analysis
performed at our Research Labora-
tories Division, one hundred mass
spectra were recorded on a direct
writing recorder in less than two
hours. These were the mass spectra

of the eluted components of a mixture
being separated by a gas chromato-
graph and fed continuously into the
Bendix Spectrometer for identification.

For complete details contact the
Cincinnati Division, Dept. E12-5,
3130 Wasson Road, Cincinnati 8,
Ohio. Export Sales: Bendix Inter-
national Division,205 E.42nd St.,New
York 17, N. Y. Canada: Computing
Devices of Canada, Ltd., Box 508,
Ottawa 4, Ontario.
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e Chromatograph output identifica- © RUGGED—The Dow Chemical T R R R
tion. Company experienced only V2 of ATOMIC MASS UNITS

one percent downtime for mainte-

® Molecular beam analysis, includ-
ing solids' analysis and high

of operation.
temperature research.

o Fast reaction studies such as second.

rocket exhaust analysis.

® Analysis of ions created outside
the mass spectrometer.

500 a.m.u.

o Negative ion studies.

o Simple, rapid analysis.

Cincinnati Division

CINCINNATI, OHIO

nance during the first six months
FAST—10,000 mass spectra per

HIGH RESOLUTION—Usable
adjacent mass resolution beyond

VARIOUS OUTPUTS—Oscillo-
scope used alone or in combina-
tion with ion pulse counting or
recording outputs.

Oscillogram of xenon spectrum.

® WIDE MASS RANGE—Each
spectrum covers 1 through 4000
a.m.u.

® SIMPLE, OPEN CONSTRUCTION—
Permits easy modification for
special problems.

® ALUMINUM GASKETS, HIGH
TEMPERATURE FEEDTHROUGHS—
Permit effective bakeout.
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