
Story of Archaeology is well written; still 
better, its contents are well chosen and 
reasonably accurate. It is clearly written 
for young people, and for them it is just 
about perfect. But for adults, as well, it 
would be hard to name a better general 
treatment of archeology; the only really 
annoying juvenile phrases are those of 
the "the man called Rawlinson" sort. 

The book, sensibly, begins by explain- 
ing how ancient sites were buried. Then; 
starting with the Old Stone Age, Neo- 
lithic barrows, and Stonehenge, the au- 
thor proceeds to the European Bronze 
Age. The largest portion of the book is 
properly devoted to Egypt and Mesopo- 
tamia, but Troy, Cnossus, and Pompeii 
get their share of attention and there are 
two chapters on New World archeology. 
While we lament some omissions, the 
wonder is that so much of public interest 
has been included. 

I regret the emphasis on tomb-dig- 
ging and the recovery of gold objects. 
Although both are certainly rated high 
by the public, a good archeologist always 
prefers a settlement site to a tomb, while 
the discovery of gold is often a headache 
for all concerned. 

The third millenium B.C. dates for 
Egypt and Mesopotamia are all too 
early and suggest the use of out-of-date 
sources. I noted a few odd mistakes: 
faience, for the archeologist, is not 
"glazed pottery" (page 112) but blue 
frit; the capital of the Hittites was Hat- 
tusas, not Hattosos (page 141); not 
everyone believes that Elgin "rescued" 
the Parthenon marbles (page 197); Her- 
culaneum was not covered by lava (page 
199); the ruts in Pompeian streets were 
not "made by wheeled traffic" (page 
205) but were purposely cut to form 
tracks. 

Finally, it would be splendid if all 
today's archeologists conformed to Agnes 
Allen's strict specifications (page 232). 
Alas, most of them don't! 

JOHN H. YOUNG 
Department of Classics, 
Johns Hopkins University 

New Books 

Einfiihrung in Theorie und Anwendung 
der Laplace-Transformation. Ein lehrbuch 
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pp. F. 39.40. 
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electromagnetic induction. E. G. Cullwick. 
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