14 November 1958, Volume 128, Number 3333

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION
FOR THE
ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE

Board of Directors

WaLrace R. Brobe, President
Paur E. KLopsTEG, President Elect
LaureNce H. SNYDER, Retiring President
Paur M. Gross

GEORGE R. HARRISON

CHAUNCEY D. LEAKE

MaRrGARET MEAD

THoMAs FARk

MiNa REes

WiLLiam W. RUBey

AraN T. WATERMAN

PauL A. ScHERER, Treasurer

DaeL WoLFLE, Executive Officer

DaeL WorrLe, Executive Officer
Graaam DuSHaNE, Editor
Joseru TurNEr, Assistant Editor
Rogert V. OrMEs, Assistant Editor

Editorial Board

DonaLp J. HuGHES H. BURR STEINBACH
Konrap B. KrauskorF  WirLiam L. StraUS, JR.
EpwiN M. LERNER Epwarp L. Tarum

Editorial Staff
Saran S. Dees, LuciLe GuiNarp, Nancy S.
HamiLToN, WiLLiam Haskerr, OrivekR W. Hear-
woLE, YUKIE Kozal, Jupita B. LeviN, ELLeN E.
MurpHY, BETHSABE PEDERSEN, MADELINE SCHNEI-
pER, NaNcy L. TEiMOURIAN, MAriA A. WoLsAK

EARL J. ScHERAGO, Advertising Representative

SCIENCE, which is now combined with THE
SCIENTIFIC MONTHLY, is published each Fri-
day by the American Association for the Advance-
ment of Science at Business Press, Lancaster, Pa.
The joint journal is published in the SCIENCE
format. Entered at the Lancaster, Pa., Post Office
as second class matter under the Act of 3 March
1879. SCIENCE is indexed in the Reader’s Guide
to Periodical Literature.

Editorial and per: 1-pl t correspond
ence should be addressed to SCIENCE, 1515
Massachusetts Ave., NW, Washington 5, D.C.
Manuscripts should be typed with double spacing
and submitted in duplicate. The AAAS assumes no
responsibility for the safety of manuscripts or for
the opinions expressed by contributors. For de-
tailed suggestions on the preparation of manu-
scripts, book reviews, and illustrations, see Science
125, 16 (4 Jan. 1957).

Display-advertising correspondence should be
addressed to SCIENCE, Room 740, 11 West 42
St., New York 36, N.Y.

Change of address notification should be sent to
1515 Massachusetts Ave., NW, Washington 5, D.C.
4 weeks in advance. If possible, furnish an address
stencil label from a recent issue. Be sure to give
both old and new addresses, including zone num-
bers, if any.

Annual subscriptions: $8.50; foreign postage,
$1.50; Canadian postage, 75¢. Single copies, 35¢.
Cable address: Advancesci, Washington.

AN
Z
AsA

1848,

CIENCE

Big Brother Again

The National Defense Education Act of 1958, which was designed to
“correct as rapidly as possible the existing imbalances in our educational
programs which have led to an insufficient proportion of our population
educated in science, mathematics, and modern foreign languages and
trained in technology,” was passed in the last days of the 85th Congress
[Science 128, 521 (5 Sept. 1958)]. One part of the act provides for loans
to those students with superior backgrounds who intend to teach in elemen-
tary or secondary schools or who have “a superfor capacity or preparation
in science, mathematics, engineering, or a modern foreign language.”

Some observers doubt the wisdom of thus restricting the loan and fellow-
ship program in such a way as to set up a favored class of students. But
if this class is favored in one way, it is the object of discrimination in an-
other. In the confusion and haste that marked the closing sessions of the
85th Congress when the Senate and House were attempting to reconcile
their differing versions of the education bill, the Senate Committee on
Labor and Welfare approved an amendment that was passed by voice vote
and without debate. This amendment, which has largely escaped public
notice, prohibits the payment of student loans to anyone unless he has
filed with the Commissioner of Education “an affidavit that he does not
believe in, and is not a member of and does not support any organization
that believes in or teaches, the overthrow of the United States Government
by force or violence or by any illegal or unconstitutional methods, and has
taken and subscribed to an oath or affirmation in the following form:
‘T do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will bear true faith and allegiance
to the United States of America and will support and defend the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States against all its enemies, foreign and
domestic.”

According to Senator Mundt this provision of the act assures the Senate
that students who qualify will “be good Americans and not be people in-
volved in Communist or any other subversive organizations.” But, in
effect, what the amendment does do is something else. It impugns the loy-
alty of one group of students—those eligible for loans—by requiring them
to swear an oath not required of other students. The amendment also helps
create an atmosphere of fear and suspicion inimical to that free and crea-
tive play of the mind which is as essential in science as it is in the arts.
The fact that the organizations which might be subversive are not specified
will lead any student who wants to be eligible for a loan to think twice
before joining any organization, even a student discussion group. It will
lead him to avoid the healthy give and take of intellectual battle and en-
courage him to be timid and conformist. He will be unable to escape the
thought that he had better be careful of his associations, because Big
Brother is watching. We hope the next Congress will strike out the amend-
ment.—G.DuS.



