will not have sufficient background to
realize that the organisms listed are only
a few of those that cause disease and
that it is not always easy to state when
a certain discovery was made.

Another minor criticism is that the
names in the tables are not indexed, nor
are they uniformly presented. Thus, the
complete names of 11 persons named in
Table VII are given, whereas for the
more than 30 persons listed in Tables
IIT and IV, with one exception, only the
last names are given. The historical ac-
curacy of the author is attested to by that
one exception. In Table III, Fraenkel is
listed with his initial, A., presumably so
that he will not be confused with Karl
Fraenkel, mentioned a few pages fur-
ther on by his full name.

The text is followed by a bibliography
of some 200 titles, mostly in English—
intentionally a simplified list, designed
to facilitate further reading by those
interested.

Next in order is a section entitled
“Memorable figures in the history of
public health,” which, in 9 pages, pre-
sents thumbnail sketches of 68 “figures,”
from Empedocles of Agrigentum to
Charles-Edward Amory Winslow. One
wonders what led the author to choose
the four women and the 64 men he has
named, but the choice certainly serves a
very useful purpose in that it challenges
the reader to produce a better list. Some,
certainly, of the following could, in my
judgment, have been included: Hans
Zinsser, Milton J. Rosenan, Charles V.
Chapin, William T. Sedgwick, Frederick
Fuller Russell, James S. Simmons, Ed-
ward L. Trudeau, William C. Gorgas,
Athanasius Kircher, and William Pick-
les, the English country doctor. I have
no quarrel with the selection Rosen has
made, which is that of outstanding fig-
ures throughout the centuries covered.

A “Selected list of periodicals con-
cerned chiefly or entirely with public
health” occupies pages 516 to 519 and
includes more than 80 publications from
33 countries. Next come 3V, pages nam-
ing 75 public health societies and asso-
ciations in the United States and other
countries. On pages 524 and 525, schools
of public health in 16 foreign countries
and the 11 schools of the United States
are listed.

Indexes are important for a book like
Rosen’s A History of Public Health. In
this respect the book is excellent. There
is a subject index of 18 double-column
pages, comprising well over a thousand
topics discussed in the text. The author
index follows (pages 544 to 551) and in-
cludes more than 660 names which have
been mentioned. A peculiarity of this in-
dex is the fact that, if the name in the
text is the last name only (as for instance
Wyman), that is all that appears in the
index, whereas if the name has appeared
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in the text in full, it so appears in the
index (thus, Edgar Sydenstricker). I
think the index would be more useful
if all names in the index were given in
full. For instance, the following names
are not uncommon and should be ampli-
fied by inclusion of the Christian name
or at least of initials: Ashby, Carpenter,
Fuller, Johnson, Kahn, Kirby, and
Woods.

This inexpensive and highly readable
book can be recommended to all med-
ical students and should be required
reading for all students and practitioners
of public health. In this era, when great
numbers of our lay people read good
literature, including scientific books,
Rosen’s History should be an item for
their attention. The Janson type used is
pleasing to look at and easy to read. Two
errors in spelling were found on one
page but none elsewhere in the book.
I believe this history will appeal to the
philosopher as well as to the technolo-
gist and will, without doubt, take its
place among the outstanding science his-
tories of the times.

Leranp W. Parr
Bacteriology, Hygiene and Preventive
Medicine, George Washington University
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