
cide for himself whether the brain is the 
inexplorable seat of the soul.) 

Most of the inadequacies are found 
in the German as well as the English 
version. For example, the author states, 
"So we perceive the sensation known as 
'black' when no light impinges on our 
eyes" (page 86). It has long been known 
that black is perceived only through 
contrast, either spatial or temporal, be- 
tween more and less brightly illuminated 
areas. Thus, some illumination is re- 
quired if black is to be perceived. To 
give one more example, the author states 
that it has never been scientifically ex- 
plained how people can detect obstacles 
in the dark without physical contact 
(page 125). Several experimenters have 
demonstrated that hearing plays the 
largest part in such performance; thus 
human beings have some of the ability 
of the echolocating bats which von Bud- 
denbrock has described a little earlier 
(page 103). 

A useful index has been added in the 
translation, but there are neither refer- 
ences nor suggestions for further reading. 
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contains 63 numbered syntheses, many 
of them representing several compounds. 
Four volumes have now appeared since 
the war, at intervals of from 3 to 4 years, 
reflecting the continued activity in inor- 
ganic chemistry. 

The contents reflect current research 
interests. There are, for example, prepa- 
rations of several carbonyls and of car- 
rier-free I131. Rare-earth chemistry is 
well represented. A number of broadly 
useful reagents are found, including 
N204, HOCl, Co2(SO) 3 - 18H20, and 
BeCl2. Some procedures are merely im- 
provements on older ones. There also is 
a review of polyhalogen complex salts, 
followed by several preparations. 

The subject index and the formula in- 
dex include complete entries to all vol- 
umes in the series. The content of each 
volume is random because each pro- 
cedure is volunteered more or less inde- 
pendently of the others, but the cumu- 
lative effect leads to comprehensive cov- 
erage. For example, four binary phos- 
phorus halides: are listed, but not more 
than two in any one volume. The for- 
mula index now contains upwards of 600 
.compounds, so that the series is ap- 
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The checking procedure continues to 
be a valuable feature. The checkers are 
always independent of the original con- 
tributors, their names are published, and 
frequently their suggestions for improve- 
ments are mentioned. 

I noted very few obvious errors in 
reading the text. It is unlikely that seri- 
ous chemical errors occur, simply be- 
cause so many hands have been on each 
procedure. The format seems overly con- 
servative, but it conforms with that of 
previous volumes and is useful. 

This book is highly recommended to 
any who have need of dependable pro- 
cedures for preparing inorganic com- 
pounds. 

C. E. ERICKSON 
School of Chemistry, 
Rutgers University 
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