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elementary, least thirty millions annually, and chiefly 
tside the cir- where the standard of living is so low 
ors build on that all the technical skill of the West, 
wide specu- if devoted to the task, could not catch 
many direc- up with the enormous additional de- 
aever be ac- mands which that increase brings every 
ical, but the year." So writes the author of this little 
printing such book with big impact. 
three issues For too long, in discussions of human 

y of the epi- population, food has been given first at- 
are works of tention. It is time, says the author, to 
. In none of look further. This he proceeds to do in 
adichev give an impressive exposition which deserves 
7. The trans- to be read by every thoughful citizen. I 
listasteful to would question, however, whether the 
istakes origi- food problem for the masses of living 

human beings around the world has, in 
n mind that fact, been solved. Even now the cost of 
which every food steadily rises in productive, rich 
to adhere is America, and so recent an author as 

sm-that is, Cole [Sci. American 198, 92 (1952)] 
doctrine is writes that, as one who would like to 

ship of the live on a meat diet, he cannot see very 
, chiefly be- much to be optimistic about for the 
:hings about future. 
nervous sys- Nevertheless, for the sake of Pidding- 
scussions on ton's thesis, and in order to assure some 
the Russian much-needed attention to other prob- 
of Russian lems, let us consider some of the au- 

ous and un- thor's further points. 
Lder. Let us For one thing, a minimum of habit- 
icle of Gor- able space, as implied also by Sears 
. His "few [Science 127, 9 (1958)], is essential to 
Lges of small satisfactory living. Will the purpose of 

quotation: the human race be better served by 5000 
tg accumula- million human beings than by 2500 
understand- million? 
f dialectical If man persists in destroying the bal- 
hese articles ance of nature, thinks the author, he will 
of adequate contrive his own doom "as surely as if 
40 years the he let loose unlimited radio-activity in 
this philoso- both hemispheres." There does seem to be 
ge unknown much truth in the statement that "under 

the dominion of Homo sapiens, the world 
ans to over- has steadily become denuded of bulky 
n science of slow-breeding species and overrun by 
ome experi- hordes of fantastically prolific vermin 
n even more and insects." 
translation. Close-set, crowded populations facili- 

ly poor 3 2- tate infection. Also, as the epidemic dis- 
igoriev; the eases are brought under control, chronic 
sh version is ills seem to be increasing. 
very expres- The expansion of intellectual civiliza- 
s printed on tion that has occurred in the past two 
tglish edition centuries bids fair to be less useful than 

it should be, simply through being over- 
E. DARZINS large. The British Museum library, with 

6 million books, now occupies some 73 
of its 75 miles of shelving, and space re- 
mains for only 18 months of intake! 

"Travel is a universal passion that 
grips like a drug" asserts our author, and 

A. Pidding- "many unique treasures are being 
gland, 1956. spoiled or destroyed at an accelerated 

tempo by the hands and feet of the ever- 
increasing pilgrimage that surges round 

nace of our or through them." We in the United 
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an electorate of 20,000,000, has a one- 
twenty-millionth share in the govern- 
ment of others . . . but only a twenty- 
millionth share in the government of 
himself . . ," so he is a good deal more 
conscious of being governed than of 
governing! Since, in the United States, 
our population is greater, we are in even 
worse case; and what shall we say of 
India and China? 

Seemingly, planetary colonization of- 
fers little hope for relief. Thirty million 
persons would have to be exported every 
year to keep the present population from 
increasing, and in a few more years the 
figure would be 60 million. 

The author appropriately pays his re- 
spects to those who believe that those 
who feed well do not breed well, that 
all we have to do to solve our popula- 
tion problems is to build up our indus- 
tries. 

The author's treatment of this difficult 
subject of population regulation affords 
a novel approach to some of the things 
we will face as population continues to 
increase. It must be conceded that in the 
absence of effective thought and action, 
the living conditions of our children will 
leave much to be desired. 

The book has an excellent index. A 
bibliography would have been helpful. 

WALTER P. TAYLOR 
Department of Zoology, 
Southern Illinois University 

Atlas of the Sky. Vincent de Callatay. 
Translated by Harold Spencer Jones. 
St. Martin's Press, New York; Mac- 
millan, London, 1958. 157 pp. Illus. 
$12.50. 

Planned for "amateurs who do not 
have a telescope," the central offering of 
this atlas is a series of 36 charts with 
white stars on black background. The 
charts are designed to appear as much 
like the real sky as possible. No names 
or numbers appear on them, but white 
lines join the brighter stars of a given 
constellation to help identify its config- 
uration. The first nine charts cover ma- 
jor areas of the celestial sphere; each of 
the rest pictures a few constellations 
in detail, including all stars brighter than 
magnitude 5.5. Each detailed chart is ac- 
companied by one or more maps giving 
constellation boundaries and designations 
of the stars and by a listing of objects of 
interest to the naked-eye observer. With 
each chart is a short summary of knowl- 
edge about a specific topic of stellar 
astronomy; for example, globular clust- 
ers are described along with the chart of 
Hercules and diffuse nebulae with Orion. 
At the end is a series of 12 Mount Wilson 
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