an interest in reading general books
about science and mathematics, other
than textbooks.

2) To provide, on an experimental
basis, a collection of carefully chosen
books as a basis for developing the read-
ing interests.

3) Stimulate an interest in choosing a
career in science.

4) Offer science teachers an oppor-
tunity to broaden their subject-matter
knowledge and encourage them to stimu-
late collateral reading on the part of
their students.

In addition to the 350 sets of books
that are a part of the regular program,
this year an additional seven sets are
being lent to the Department of the
Army for circulation among the 20
senior high schools that are operated in
France, Germany, Italy, and Okinawa
for the children of United States citizens
serving overseas. Furthermore, four sets
will be lent to county library systems for
circulation in bookmobiles as an experi-
ment on the appeal of science books to
adults and students in rural areas where
high schools are too small to participate
in the program.

To facilitate use of the books, the
AAAS has each year published an anno-
tated catalog, Books of the Traveling
High School Science Library, popular
not only with high-school librarians and
teachers but also with community and
university librarians and the general
public. Demand has increased each year,
from 3000 copies in 1955-56 to 22,000
copies in 1957-58.

The AAAS hopes to publish before
year-end A Comprehensive List of Sci-
ence and Mathematics Books for Sec-
ondary School and Community Libraries.
Book publishers of the nation have sent
to the AAAS free of charge copies of
all books on the preliminary list of 1000
books. These are being evaluated by rep-
resentatives of AAAS-member scientific
and professional organizations.

To encourage young people to read
science and mathematics books and to
call their attention to the many good
books available in paperbound editions,
the AAAS published as an experiment
in September 1957 a list of these paper-
backs entitled “An Inexpensive Science
Library, with a first printing of 12,000
copies. The list proved so popular that
the first printing was exhausted by De-
cember 1957 and an additional 10,000
were printed; these were all distributed
by April 1958. A new and enlarged edi-
tion has been published.

FAS Urges Halt to Test Series

The Federation of American Scien-
tists Executive Committee has addressed
an open letter to the President urging
him to halt the new series of ten nuclear
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tests scheduled to take place in Nevada,
just before the test-ban negotiations be-
gin with the U.S.S.R. on 31 October.
The letter reads in part:

“We were . . . encouraged by the re-
cent agreement between nuclear experts
of the East and West on the technical
feasibility of policing a nuclear test ban,
followed by your Aug. 22nd proposal to
halt nuclear testing for a one year
period, providing the Russians continue
to abstain from testing for the same
period and agree to start discussions Oc-
tober 31.

“Barely a week later, on Aug. 29, the
climate of encouragement engendered
by your statement was unfortunately dis-
pelled by the startling Pentagon-A.E.C.
announcement that the US would carry
out a new series of ten tests in Nevada
just before the Oct. 31 deadline on the
very eve of the vital negotiations. In the
eyes of the world, this announcement
casts considerable doubt on our sincerity
in desiring a workable test ban agree-
ment.

“The Federation of American Scien-
tists urges you, Mr. President, to stop
the proposed Nevada test series. Such
action on your part would emphasize our
earnest desire that an agreement be
reached to halt nuclear weapons testing
as a first step towards disarmament and
world peace. Even if extensive prepara-
tions have been made and important in-
formation will be gained from these tests,
the adverse propaganda effect must be
seriously considered. A declaration on
your part that these tests will not be
held would reestablish our high purposes
in the eyes of the world and insure all
concerned of our true desire to take steps
aimed at achieving a stable peace.”

National Science Youth Month

October has been designated National
Science Youth Month by the President’s
Committee on Scientists and Engineers.
During the month, many national or-
ganizations, including the AAAS, are
taking an active part in stimulating the
interest of high school students through-
out the country in scientific studies. A
science youth organizations working
group appointed by the President’s Com-
mittee is leading the activities for the
Month, with Science Service, Washing-
ton, (D.C.) as the coordinating agency.

During October, science teachers are
being asked to start science projects to
be carried out during the school term.
Other suggested activities include: PTA,
professional and civic meetings in Octo-
ber devoted to science subjects; science
fairs; affiliation of local science clubs
with Science Clubs of America; registra-
tion by school principals for qualifying
tests for National Merit scholarships and
for Science Talent Search examinations;

student assemblies featuring scientific or
technological speakers; personal contacts
between scientists, engineers, and stu-
dents through “project nights” devoted
to work on science-fair projects, or
through “career sessions” when engineers
and scientists discuss career opportuni-
ties and interesting experiences in their
fields.

A poster-calendar for science class-
rooms and school bulletin boards pro- .
vides a check-list of important dates and
actions to be carried out during Science
Youth Month. The poster has been dis-
tributed to the nation’s 25,000 science
teachers. (Additional single copies can
be obtained from the President’s Com-
mittee on Scientists and Engineers,
Washington 25, D.C.)

Reading Machine for the Blind

Development of a new device with
which the blind can read ordinary
printed material, such as books and
magazines, was reported recently by the
Veterans Administration. The portable
unit, called an “aural reading machine,”
was designed and is being evaluated by
the Battelle Memorial Institute of Co-
lumbus, Ohio, under a VA contract.

At the present stage of development
of the reader, the sounds it produces do
not resemble those of speech but are pat-
terns of musical tones similar to chords
played on an organ. By interpreting these
tones, trained users ultimately should at-
tain a reading speed of from 15 to 30
words per minute. Advantage of the
machine over Braille is that the blind
user can read material in normal print,
including typewritten business correspon-
dence.

The reader is about the size and shape
of a portable radio. Weighing about 9
pounds and housed in a wooden case
measuring about 7 by 9 by 8 inches, it
has knobs for volume, light intensity,
and the electric power switch.

The machine has three essential parts
—a small probe which is held in the
hand and moved over the printed ma-
terial to be read, a chassis containing
transistorized oscillators and an ampli-
fier, and earphones through which the
user listens.

The probe contains two tiny lights and
a lens that projects an image of the
printed letter upon a row of photocells.
Each photocell, when it “sees” black,
turns on an oscillator in the chassis that
generates a specific pitch proportional
to the height of the black portion of the
letter “seen.” These pitches are trans-
lated to sound patterns by the earphones.

Blind persons, chiefly students and
faculty members from the Ohio State
School for the Blind at Columbus, have
been trained to interpret sounds of the
Battelle machine during the past year.
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