
vironmental radioactivity in the world, 
whether from weapon tests or any other 
sources, might eventually cause appre- 
ciable damage to large populations be- 
fore it could be definitely identified as 
due to irradiation .... 

Any present attempt to evaluate the 
effects of sources of radiation to which 
the world population is exposed can pro- 
duce only tentative estimates with wide 
margins of uncertainty. 

Fetal Anoxia 

A team of six doctors from five medi- 
cal schools will go to the Peruvian Andes 
this fall for special studies of pregnancy 
at very high altitudes. The expedition, 
financed by a grant from the Josiah 
Macy, Jr. Foundation, will be headed by 
Donald H. Barron of the Yale University 
School of Medicine and will include 
William Huckabee of the Boston Uni- 
versity Medical School, Harry Prystow- 
sky of the University of Florida Medical 
School, Andre Hellegers of the Johns 
Hopkins Medical School, Giacoma Mes- 
chia of the Yale University School of 
Medicine, and James Metcalfe of the 
Harvard Medical School. These men 
will conduct their investigations at the 
institute of Andean Biology in Morocho- 
cha, 15,000 feet above sea level. Alberto 
Hurtado (Harvard Medical School, '24), 
director of the institute and dean of the 
Medical School of the National Univer- 
sity of San Marcos, Peru, will work with 
the group. Hurtado is an authority on 
high altitude studies. 

In Peru, 63 percent of the population 
live at an altitude of 6000 feet or higher 
and 42 percent live at altitudes above 
9000 feet. In contrast, only 1 percent of 
the population in the United States live 
at an altitude as high as 6000 feet. 

The greatest single cause of mortal- 
ity among infants at or about the time 
of birth is fetal anoxia. The six scientists 
hope to gain a better understanding of 
this problem from the Peruvian studies. 
The team will return to the United 
States in mid-November. 

Technical Information Center 

A Foreign Technical Information 
Center is now operating in the U.S. De- 
partment of Commerce to provide 
American: science and: industry with-ac-, 
cess to translations of a large amount of 
Soviet technical information. The center 
is a part of the Office of Technical Serv- 
ices, Business and Defense Administra- 
tion. 

The services of the new center include 
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of Referativnyi Zhurnal (the Russians' 
own abstract journal), and a semi- 
monthly review of various areas of So- 
viet science compiled by the Central 
Intelligence Agency. Abstracts of each 
issue of the 141 journals may be pur- 
chased from OTS on a subscription or 
single-issue basis, as may CIA's Scienti- 
fic Information Report. The various sec- 
tions of Referativnyi Zhurnal will be 
sold initially by single issues, but sub- 
scription sales may be offered later. 

The Office of Technical Services, 
which is directed by John C. Green, will 
soon begin distributing complete trans- 
lations of articles and books. Transla- 
tions will be listed in an abstract journal 
to begin publication about September. 

Much of the material collected by 
OTS will be from government sources, 
principally the intelligence agencies. 
This volume is estimated to run at 50,- 
000 abstracts and 10,000 complete trans- 
lations a year. Eventually, material from 
other sources is expected to be added to 
the collection. Congress appropriated 
$510,000 for the operation of the foreign 
technical information program in fiscal 
1959. 

Atmosphere and Space 

An International Conference on Phys- 
ics and Medicine of the Atmosphere and 
Space will be held 10-12 November in 
San Antonio, Tex., under the sponsor- 
ship of the U.S. Air Force School of 
Aviation Medicine. Participants will in- 
clude Hugh L. Dryden, director of the 
National Advisory Committee of Aero- 
nautics, nucleus of this country's new 
civilian space agency; Joseph Kaplan, 
physicist from the University of Califor- 
nia at Los Angeles who heads the U.S. 
National Committee for the Interna- 
tional Geophysical Year; Fred L. Whip- 
ple, director of the Smithsonian Astro- 
physical Observatory; James A. Van 
Allen of the University of Iowa, special- 
ist in rockets for high-altitude research; 
and Gerard P. Kuiper, astronomer at 
the University of Chicago. 

Arrangements for the meeting are 
being conducted by the Southwest Re- 
search Institute. Because of limited fa- 
cilities, attendance will be restricted to 
500 on an invitational basis. For infor- 
mation write to the Southwest Research 
Center, 331 Gunter Building, San An- 
tonio,. Tex.... 

Fallout on Japanese IGY Ships 

Japan has decided not to send out any 
more ships for International Geophysi- 
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clude Hugh L. Dryden, director of the 
National Advisory Committee of Aero- 
nautics, nucleus of this country's new 
civilian space agency; Joseph Kaplan, 
physicist from the University of Califor- 
nia at Los Angeles who heads the U.S. 
National Committee for the Interna- 
tional Geophysical Year; Fred L. Whip- 
ple, director of the Smithsonian Astro- 
physical Observatory; James A. Van 
Allen of the University of Iowa, special- 
ist in rockets for high-altitude research; 
and Gerard P. Kuiper, astronomer at 
the University of Chicago. 

Arrangements for the meeting are 
being conducted by the Southwest Re- 
search Institute. Because of limited fa- 
cilities, attendance will be restricted to 
500 on an invitational basis. For infor- 
mation write to the Southwest Research 
Center, 331 Gunter Building, San An- 
tonio,. Tex.... 
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Hydrographic Section of the Maritime 
Safety Agency announced the suspension 
after the Satsuma and the Takuyo ran 
into radioactive rain and sea water on 14 
July following a United States nuclear 
explosion. 

The ships have reported that their 
positions were well outside the danger 
zone established by the U.S. Atomic 
Energy Commission. Suda reported that 
IGY surveys of sea currents near the 
equator and of other phenomena were 
"completely spoiled" by the fallout haz- 
ard. The ill crew members of the two 
vessels have been examined by American 
and Japanese medical teams, both of 
which report that the men are unharmed. 

Teacher Exchange 

More than 600 teachers from the 
United States and 42 other countries 
will take part in the 1958-59 teacher 
exchange program. Arranged by the 
Office of Education, Department of 
Health, Education, and Welfare, the 
program is part of the United States in- 
ternational educational exchange pro- 
gram of the Department of State. With 
this year's exchange, nearly 5000 teach- 
ers from the United States and 64 other 
countries will have participated in the 
program, which is now in its 13th year. 

One hundred American teachers from 
26 States have left the country to ex- 
change positions with 100 teachers from 
the United Kingdom. Among the coun- 
tries participating in this year's program 
are Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, 
Chile, Colombia, Cuba, France, Ger- 
many, Italy, the Netherlands, New 
Zealand, and Norway. 

Bykov Comments on U.S. Visit 

Konstantin Bykov, Soviet physiologist 
and academician, recently visited the 
United States to attend the annual con- 
ference of the American Psychiatric As- 
sociation in San Francisco and the Con- 
gress of the International Society of 
Gastroenterology held in Washington. 
Following his return to the U.S.S.R. 
Bykov made the following statement: 

"My trip to America, which made it 
possible for me to get a comparatively 
good knowledge of the work being con- 
ducted by a number of research institutes 
and educational establishments there, 
was very fruitful. . . . The scientific 
meetings I went to and the visits I paid 
to research institutions enabled me to 
come to the conclusion that American 
psychiatrists and physiologists are con- 
ducting their scientific work on an ex- 
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Ivan Pavlov, on higher nervous activity 
is extremely widely supported in Amer- 
ica. ..." 

Bykov reported that "American scien- 
tists are successfully working on the 
problems of the physiology of higher 
nervous activity." He particularly men- 
tioned the work done by H. W. Magoun 
of the University of California, Los 
Angeles, on the role of the reticular for- 
mation of the brain. He also commented 
on the "extremely interesting work" that 
is being done by William H. Gantt of 
the Pavlovian Laboratory at the Johns 
Hopkins University School of Medicine 
in Baltimore. 

"I was very pleased to see," Bykov 
said in conclusion, "that American sci- 
entists quite agree with us about the 
necessity of consolidating scientific links, 
of jointly working on various questions 
and exchanging information on our prac- 
tical experience. I should like to express 
my sincere gratitude to my American 
colleagues for their great hospitality, and 
for the cordiality with which I was re- 
ceived during my stay in America." 

Proposed Legislation 

Of the many bills introduced in Con- 
gress, some have a special relevance to 
science and education. A list of such 
bills recently introduced follows: 

HR 12784. Protect public health by 
amending Federal Food, Drug, and Cos- 
metic Act to prohibit use in food of 
chemical additives which have not been 
adequately tested to establish their safety. 
Osmers (R-N.J.). House Interstate and 
Foreign Commerce. 

HR 7454. Amend the Tariff Act of 
1930 to provide for free importation by 
colleges and universities of sound re- 
cordings and film to be used by them in 
certain nonprofit radio and television 
broadcasts. Eberharter (D-Pa.). House 
Ways and Means. 

H Res 556. Express sense of House of 
Representatives in favor of continued 
testing by U.S. of nuclear and thermo- 
nuclear devices. Hillings (R-Calif.). 
Joint Committee on Atomic Energy. 

News Briefs 

A handbook for physicians who must 
treat victims of serious radiation is being 
compiled by the department of radiology 
and the radioisotope laboratory of the 
College of Medicine at the University of 
Cincinnati. The compilation, which was 
requested by the Atomic Energy Com- 
mission, is being done in cooperation 
with the commission's division of biology 
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accidents, such as wreckage of a ship- 
ment of radioactive waste in transit, ex- 
posure to radioisotopes, sealed sources, 
x-ray generators, and so forth. It will list 
emergency procedure for exposed hu- 
mans and the accident area, and guide 
the collection of data to be used in prepa- 
ration for future accidents. 

* * * 

On 18 July the Congress voted $52,- 
419,000 for the operation of the National 
Institute of Mental Health during the 
coming year. This is approximately $15 
million' more than the sum originally 
proposed by the Administration in Janu- 
ary of this year. 

* * * 

A postgraduate course on the pathol- 
ogy of diseases of laboratory animals will 
be conducted at the Armed Forces In- 
stitute of Pathology, Washington, D.C., 
8-12 December 1958. The course is de- 
signed to provide training for profes- 
sional officers who are responsible for the 
recognition and interpretation of lesions 
of experimental animals, or who have 
charge of procurement and maintenance 
of animal colonies. A limited number of 
spaces are available for civilian veteri- 
narians. Applications for enrollment 
should be addressed to the Director, 
Armed Forces Institute of Pathology, 
Washington 25, D.C. 

* * * 

The American Institute of Physics 
Placement Service will collect informa- 
tion about graduate assistantships and 
fellowships for 1959-60 early in the fall 
of 1958 and make available the results 
the first of the new year. Chairmen of 
physics departments are asked to cooper- 
ate by filling in a questionnaire and 
returning it promptly to the institute at 
335 E. 45 St., New York 17, N.Y. 

Grants, Fellowships and Awards 

Earth Sciences. The National Science 
Foundation is now receiving proposals 
for research grants that will be made 
in February and March, 1959. Deadline 
for the receipt of proposals for work to 
begin in the spring or early summer is 
15 September 1958. There are no formal 
application blanks, but a foundation 
pamphlet describes the method of mak- 
ing application and outlines information 
needed in a proposal. This pamphlet 
may be obtained by writing directly to 
the Earth Sciences Program, National 
Science Foundation, Washington 25, 
D.C. 

Psychiatry. The Foundations' Fund 
for Research in Psychiatry has an- 
nounced that 15 October is the next 
deadline for the submission of completed 
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to mental health. The deadline follow- 
ing this will be 15 January 1959. 

The next deadline for receipt of ap- 
plications for research grants-in-aid is 10 
December. For information write to: 
Foundations' Fund for Research in Psy- 
chiatry, 251 Edwards St., New Haven 
11, Conn. 

Announcement has been made of the 
Opportunity Fellowships for 1959-60 of 
the John Hay Whitney Foundation. The 
purpose of the fellowships is "To 
broaden opportunities in America. Spe- 
cifically to give opportunity for special 
experience or advanced study to out- 
standing individuals who otherwise 
might not be able to reach their fullest 
development or make their fullest con- 
tribution." Deadline for filing is 30 No- 
vember. Address inquiries to: Opportun- 
ity Fellowships, John Hay Whitney 
Foundation, 630 Fifth Ave., New York 
20, N.Y. 

Scientists in the News 

EDWARD L. HAENISCH is on leave 
from his position as chairman of the 
chemistry department at Wabash Col- 
lege to serve the National Science Foun- 
dation as program director for academic- 
year institutes, Division of Scientific Per- 
sonnel and Education. He is also acting 
as director of the foundation's summer 
institutes program. 

HEINZ GRUNZE, specialist in lung 
cytology and cochairman of the depart- 
ment of medicine at the Free University 
of West Berlin, Germany, will join the 
medical staff of the University of Chi- 
cago on 1 September 1958 as a visiting 
lecturer and research scholar. While he 
is in this country Grunze also plans to 
complete arrangements for the English 
translation of his book, Klinische Zyto- 
logie der Thoraxkrankheiten. 

MARCUS M. RHOADES, professor 
of botany and cytogenetics at the Uni- 
versity of Illinois, has been named head 
of the Indiana University department of 
botany. In September he will succeed 
RALPH E. CLELAND, who recently 
reached the compulsory retirement age 
for department heads and is now devot- 
ing his time to teaching and research. 
Rhoades is internationally known for his 
work on corn genetics. 

The American Public Health Asso- 
ciation, New York, has announced ap- 
pointments to five newly created staff 
positions. The new appointees are 
THOMAS HOOD, associate executive 
director; JAMES L. TROUPIN, asso- 
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