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scholarly progress reviews of their spe- 
cialties. The very definite need for a 
reference work of this particular type 
was long realized by all who had to 

struggle with the widely scattered lit- 
erature of entomology. Until the estab- 
lishment of this series, nothing com- 
parable to it existed anywhere. 

It was in 1953 that a committee of 
the Entomological Society of America 
was appointed to examine the problem 
of providing adequate reviews of the 
literature. After exhaustive search and 
study, the committee recommended that 
such needs would best be met by a re- 
view publication of the general type 
published by the nonprofit organization, 
Annual Reviews, Inc. After appropriate 
investigations and appraisals, the work 
was started cooperatively between Annual 
Reviews and the Entomological Society 
of America. The objective has been 
the publication of authoritative, concise 
treatments of subjects of current inter- 
est. It is expected that the more active 
fields of research will require critical 
reviews annually, while less active fields 
will be summarized and evaluated as 
developments require. It is certain that 
this latest volume will be given the same 
warm welcome accorded those previ- 
ously issued, because it possesses the 
same outstanding usefulness. It is a 
privilege to commend the 23 papers 
which make up this volume to the at- 
tention of fellow workers everywhere. 

J. S. WADE 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
Washington, D.C. 

Host-Parasite Relationships in Living 
Cells. A symposium. Sponsored by the 
James W. McLaughlin Fellowship Pro- 
gram, University of Texas, Medical 
Branch, 27 Apr. 1956. Harriet M. 
Felton, Ed. Thomas, Springfield, Ill., 
1957. xix+ 245 pp. Illus. $6.50. 

This symposium, held in April 1956, 
was a fruitful commingling of scholars 
from various disciplines, all concerned 
largely with biological events within the 
cell and aware of the urgent need to 
span the gaps between various disciplines 
that are focused primarily on the same 
objective. Contributors to the symposium 
were E. W. Dempsey, R. J. Dubos, R. 
Dulbecco, C. E. Georgi, R. A. Good, 
J. H. Hanks, S. Mudd, C. M. Pomerat, 
M. G. Sevag, and J. T. Syverton. The 
meeting contributed to the construction 
of bridges between cytology and micro- 
biology, including both morphologic and 
physiologic aspects. 
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encing the resistance of either host cell 
or parasite to the effects of the other. A 
generous portion of this book is devoted 
to a faithful transcription of the stimu- 
lating informal discussion that took 
place. 

FRANCIS B. GORDON 
Naval Medical Research Institute, 
National Naval Medical Center, 
Bethesda, Maryland 

Psychotropic Drugs. S. Garattini and V. 
Ghetti, Eds. Elsevier, Amsterdam, 
1957 (order from Van Nostrand, 
Princeton, N.J.). 606 pp. Illus. 
$19.50. 

This book consists of papers presented 
at the International Symposium on Psy- 
chotropic Drugs, held in Milan, Italy, in 
May 1957. Most of them are written in 
English; others are in German, French, or 
Italian, with English summaries. These 
papers reflect the surging interest in bio- 
logical aspects of normal and abnormal 
brain function which has resulted from 
a number of recent events: the discovery 
that lysergic acid diethylamide, in ex- 
tremely minute doses, elicits a model 
psychosis; the discovery that reserpine 
and chlorpromazine induce effects al- 
most opposite to those of lysergic acid 
diethylamide; and finally, and most im- 
portant, the discovery that the biologi- 
cally active amines, serotonin and nor- 
epinephrine, are present in certain parts 
of the brain. This book, spiced with the 
diverse viewpoints, hopes, prejudices, 
disagreements, and naiveties inevitable 
to a new and emotionally charged area 
of research, leaves the reader with an 
appreciation of the urge that provokes 
investigators to work in "psychopharma- 
cology." This word has been coined to 
represent the branch of pharmacology 
which uses drugs affecting behavior to 
study brain function in the expectation 
of arriving at an understanding of nor- 
mal brain function and, ultimately, at 
the cure or prevention of mental disease. 

A number of biochemical papers dis- 
cuss the possibility that brain norepi- 
nephrine and serotonin act as central 
synaptic transmitters and that certain 
psychotropic drugs elicit central effects 
by interaction with these amines. Vari- 
ous views are presented to the effect that 
mental disease is due to interference with 
synaptic transmission either by forma- 
tion of an aberrant metabolite or by the 
faulty formation, release, or metabolism 
of a neurohormone. In addition, the ef- 
fects of psychotropic drugs on a number 
of enzyme systems involved in brain in- 
termediary metabolism are described. 
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