
The focus is on changes in the struc- 
ture of thought processes which seem to 
occur at the age of 11 to 12 years. Much 
has been written about emotional adjust- 
ments necessary at this age, but cognitive 
changes have received far less attention. 
The authors argue that at this age a child 
becomes capable of certain formal or 
abstract operations of thought which be- 
fore were possible only as concrete oper- 
ations on properties of the immediately 
present object world. This provides the 
last of three mental revolutions during 
development: the first occurs at two 

years when sensorimotor schemata are 

supplemented by symbols for represent- 
ing the environment; the second, at 7 to 
8 years, when it becomes possible for the 
child to foresee the results of concrete 

operations. Thus the present book takes 
its place in the larger design of Piaget's 
description of mental development. 

The reader can be grateful to Anne 
Parsons and Stanley Milgram for an ex- 
cellent translation and for a brief, help- 
ful introduction to Piaget's psychology. 
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