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Professors sometimes remark that the university would be an ideal place
if it were not for the students. But no one ever makes such quips about an
association. They may complain about the officers, or the policies, the pub-
lications, or the meetings; they may dislike some of their fellow members;
but everyone agrees that an association is the members who comprise it.
Within rough limits, the rate of growth of membership is a function of the
usefulness of the association, and, again within rough limits, an increase in
membership allows the association to be of greater service to its member-
ship, for the cost of operation increases less rapidly than does the number
of members.

AAAS membership has shown marked growth since its founding 110 years
ago, and had a big spurt in the years surrounding the centennial celebration
in 1948. A well organized membership drive increased the total from 29,000
in 1946 to 45,000 in 1949. Then came a slack period; from 1950 through
1954 the annual increases were small, and totaled only 4000 in the five-year
period. Since 1954, however, there has been an upturn, with a gain of 7000
in the past three years.

The Board of Directors has decided that a substantial further increase
is in the interest of all members and that this year, when the Association
completes its 110th year, is a good time to make a special effort to increase
the membership. Accordingly, each member was recently mailed a letter
requesting him to invite one or more of his nonmember colleagues to join
the Association. The every-member-get-another-member idea is more than
a membership-drive gimmick; scientists who are already members are the
best judges of who among their colleagues would find AAAS membership
most profitable, and experience shows that their nominees are likely to join.

The members of any association must decide what the admission re-
quirements will be. Some societies set quite specific requirements in terms
of education or experience; others welcome anyone who is sincerely inter-
ested in the association’s objectives and activities. The AAAS followed the
British Association in adopting the latter policy. Thus anyone who is sin-
cerely interested in the advancement of science and who wishes to receive
Science is eligible for membership.

There are, of course, other reasons than the receipt of Science for joining
the AAAS, yet that is the most frequent and tangible advantage of mem-
bership. It is an advantage that is also enjoyed by a considerable number
of nonmembers, for sample surveys of readers have consistently shown that
the number of readers is about twice as large as the number of subscribers.
These nonmember readers are a good potential source of additional mem-
bers, for their active interest in one aspect of the Association’s program has
already been demonstrated.

The letter that the Board of Directors sent to all members not only in-
vited each to nominate a new member but also urged him to encourage
his nominee to accept the invitation to join. Early returns indicate a large
response, but there are still many members to be heard from. This editorial
is a reminder that the invitation was seriously meant; we hope that the
members will nominate a very substantial number of new members. This
editorial is also an invitation to readers who are not members. An appli-
cation form is printed on page 1450. Nonmembers who are interested in
the objectives and activities. of the AAAS are invited to use it—D.W.



