
ganic substances": discussions of physi- 
cal chemistry of sea water, biologically 
active substances in sea water, primary 
production, balance between living and 
dead organic matter in the oceans, ex- 
changes between sea and air, exchanges 
between sediments and sea water, and 
vertical transport in the ocean. 

5) "The marine life regime": discus- 
sions of the paleogeography of marine 
floras and faunas, biogeographical regions 
in the sea, evolution and adaptation in 
the sea, behavior of marine organisms as 
influenced by environmental factors, 
physiology of marine plants, and culture 
of marine organisms as a means of un- 
derstanding environmental influence on 
populations. 

Each symposium topic will be consid- 
ered for two consecutive days. Three in- 
vited lectures will be given each morning. 
The afternoon sessions will be organized 
around the topics of the morning lectures, 
either as round-table discussions, semi- 
nars, or series of papers. Several groups 
may run concurrently. Papers for the 
afternoon sessions will be selected from 
those received in response to preliminary 
announcements. Not all papers accepted 
will be presented, but all accepted papers 
will be available at the meeting in mime- 
ographed form. Titles and abstracts 
should be submitted as soon as possible 
and in no case later than 1 February 
1959. The completed papers must be 
submitted by 1 May 1959 in order to 
allow time for duplication and distribu- 
tion to those who will participate in the 
afternoon meetings. All papers must be 
accompanied by an abstract in a second 
language of the congress. Papers may be 
presented in English, French, German, 
Russian, or Spanish. Simultaneous trans- 
lations will be available for at least some 
of these languages. 

The organizing committee expects that 
contemporary advances in the marine sci- 
ences, rather than reviews of older pub- 
lished work, will be presented within 
these broad categories. It is hoped that 
the younger staff members of the various 
oceanographic laboratories throughout 
the world will be encouraged to attend 
and to take part in the congress. The 
committee hopes to obtain funds to help 
defray the travel expenses of these 
younger participants. The committee also 
hopes to be able to contribute towards 
the travel expenses of the invited speak- 
ers at the morning sessions. 

Titles and abstracts of papers and any 
other correspondence should be addressed 
to Dr. Mary Sears, Chairman, Woods 
Hole Oceanographic Institution, Woods 
Hole, Mass. Other members of the Com- 
mittee on Arrangements for the congress 
are Gustaf Arrhenius, John Cushing, 
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Family Planning in the U.S.S.R. 

Interest in family planning is spread- 
ing rapidly in the U.S.S.R., according to 
Abraham Stone, vice president of the 
Planned Parenthood Federation of 
America and director of the Margaret 
Sanger Research Bureau. Stone went to 
Moscow this winter, by official invita- 
tion, to speak on social and technical 
aspects of contraception before the So- 
viet Union's Tenth National Conference 
of Gynecologists and Obstetricians. He 
says of his trip: 

"This conference was the first official 
meeting of gynecologists in 22 years and 
provided an unusual opportunity to pre- 
sent the subject of family planning be- 
fore Soviet physicians. The background 
of Soviet policy on family planning is 
helpful in evaluating the developments 
now taking place. In 1920, abortions were 
made legal in Russia, and a few years 
later, the Soviet Health Ministry became 
keenly interested in birth control as a 
means of fighting the growing abortion 
rate. They set up a special scientific com- 
mittee on contraception, developed a 
fairly wide birth control propaganda, es- 
tablished birth control centers in many 
hospitals, began to produce contracep- 
tive materials, and even pioneered in the 
development of newer methods and tech- 
niques. 

"In 1936, for one reason or another, 
the abortion law was rescinded, and offi- 
cial work in contraception also virtually 
ceased. Although production of contra- 
ceptive materials continued and although 
these materials were sold in drug stores, 
there was little medical interest in the 
subj ect. 

"In November, 1955, Soviet policy 
changed again and abortions were legal- 
ized once more. The circle is now being 
completed. Again the Soviet Health Min- 
istry has become very much concerned 
about the large number of abortions and 
its potential harm to women, and has 
recognized the need for disseminating 
contraceptive information. 

"It was in this spirit of awakening 
medical interest in contraception that I 
was invited. The conference was held 
from December 11 to 18 in the Dom 
Soyusov, one of the largest halls in Mos- 
cow. It was attended by some 2000 
Soviet delegates, and by about 125 dele- 
gates from adjacent countries-Bulgaria, 
Czechoslovakia, East Germany, Poland, 
Rumania and Yugoslavia. There were 
also representatives from China, Switz- 
erland, France, India, Belgium, Turkey, 
Iran and Mongolia. I was the only U.S. 
physician. Foreign delegates were seated 
in a special section, and speeches and 
discussions were translated simultane- 
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ently employed in Western countries and 
the experimental work in progress to de- 
velop newer, simplified chemical and 
biological techniques. At a special film 
session on the next day, the Sanger Bu- 
reau film on biology of conception and 
techniques of contraception was shown 
several times. 

"Physicians from all parts of the Soviet 
Union were eager to obtain more specific 
information on modern techniques, avail- 
able products and formulae, and current 
research developments. So great was the 
interest that I was asked to enlarge my 
report for publication in the medical 
newspaper published by the Health Min- 
istry, The Medical Worker (Meditzinsky 
Rabotnik), which reaches most physi- 
cians. 

"I also left with the Ministry, at their 
request, a print of the film, the teaching 
mannequin which we use, samples of 
contraceptive products, and books and 
pamphlets. 

"In spite of Marxist ideology, which 
regards as unimportant the effect of 
population growth on world economy and 
peace, there is every evidence that de- 
velopments in the field of contraception 
will now take place rapidly. A special 
scientific committee is being organized 
again and will concern itself to a consid- 
erable degree with research in the field 
of contraception. New centers are to be 
established and a teaching manual on 
contraceptive techniques for physicians 
is planned. The new attitude is based on 
the belief that motherhood should be 
conscious; that parenthood should be vol- 
untary; and that it is far better to pre- 
vent a pregnancy than to interrupt it." 

Pulmonary Alveolar Proteinosis 

An apparently new lung disease, pul- 
monary alveolar proteinosis, was de- 
scribed by Samuel H. Rosen of the 
Armed Forces Institute of Pathology, 
Washington, D.C., at the annual meet- 
ings of the International Academy of Pa- 
thology and the American Association of 
Pathologists and Bacteriologists, which 
took place in Cleveland between 21 and 
26 April. Resembling pneumonia in some 
respects but clearly differing from it in 
microscopic examinations, the new dis- 
ease appears to be caused by some in- 
jurious inhalant. Rosen presented data 
on 27 patients observed by him and Ben- 
jamin Castleman, Massachusetts General 
Hospital and Harvard Medical School, 
and Averill A. Liebow, Yale University 
School of Medicine. 

First occurrence of the disease was ob- 
served at Massachusetts General Hospi- 
tal in July 1953. Since then it has been 
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and in Canada, England, and Italy. The 
appearance of the disease under the mi- 
croscope is so highly individualistic that 
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