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NSF Appropriation 

The U.S. House of Representatives has 
approved a budget of $115 million for 
the National Science Foundation, as 
compared with the Administration's re- 
quest for $140 million. In effecting a net 
reduction of $25 million below the Presi- 
dent's budget amount of $140 million, 
the House followed the report of its 
Committee on Appropriations in recom- 
mending $107 million for continuing pro- 
grams (all funds requested, except $5.3 
million for research facilities) and $8 
million for "the most promising new pro- 
grams." 

The full request for $40 million for 
grants for basic research was approved. 
The House specifically disallowed funds 
for the Southern Hemisphere astrograph, 
solar research telescope, university re- 
search, reactor and computing facilities, 
and the optical astronomy observatory. 

The full request for $54,220,000 in 
support of scientific manpower under the 
continuing programs was approved. The 
request for $27 million for new programs 
in this area was disapproved, though the 
programs were not specifically disal- 
lowed. 

It is expected that there will be an 
effort before the Subcommittee on Inde- 
pendent Offices and General Government 
Matters of the Senate Committee on Ap- 
propriations to restore the $25 million 
cut by the House. Senator Warren G. 
Magnuson of the state of Washington is 
chairman. 

The Erect Posture and the Skull 

Much has been written about the posi- 
tion of the foramen magnum as an index 
for determining the posture of such fos- 
sil primates as the australopithecines of 
South Africa and of Neanderthal man. 
A recent intensive and extensive com- 
parative study of the skulls of living 
primates by J. Biegert [Morphol. Jahrb. 
98, 77 (1957)] is pertinent to this prob- 
lem. Biegert concludes that changes in 
the skull during human phylogeny have 
been bound up with two evolutionary 
tendencies: (i) an increasing develop- 
ment of the brain and (ii) an increasing 
reduction of the masticatory apparatus. 
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The cranium became higher, the frontal 
bones elevated, and the supraorbital 
torus reduced as the orbits and jaws in- 
creasingly came to lie beneath the pre- 
sellar brain-space; and the facial profile 
became more orthognathous as the sagit- 
tal bending of the cranium increased. 
Concurrently, the foramen magnum was 
displaced ventrally. 

Biegert therefore concludes, in oppo- 
sition to Weidenreich (1924) and Clark 
(1955), that acquisition of the erect 
posture did not markedly influence the 
structure of the skull, but that the ven- 
trally displaced foramen magnum is the 
result of changes initiated by extreme 
cerebral development. Thus he believes 
that an erect posture cannot be assigned 
to a fossil hominoid, such as an austra- 
lopithecine, on the basis of skull struc- 
ture or position of the foramen magnum. 
This can only be determined from the 
postcranial skeleton, above all, from the 
pelvis.-W. L. S. JR. 

Barenblatt Case and 

Congressional Investigations 
The U.S. Supreme Court agreed on 

15 April to review the case of Lloyd 
Barenblatt, former Vassar College psy- 
chology instructor who was convicted of 
contempt of Congress for refusing to an- 
swer questions by the House Un-Ameri- 
can Activities Committee 4 years ago 
about alleged Communist connections. 
Barenblatt's case is a sequel to the Wat- 
kins case of last year. 

The Court reversed the contempt con- 
viction of union organizer John T. Wat- 
kins on grounds that the House Com- 
mittee should have, but did not, tell 
Watkins how questions put to him were 
pertinent to its legislative function. At 
the time the Court majority also criti- 
cized the vagueness of the House resolu- 
tion creating the Un-American Activities 
Committee and spoke of possible in- 
fringement of constitutional rights. In an- 
other case decided the same day some of 
the justices spoke of the need for educa- 
tion to be free from pressures of in- 
vestigation of speech and beliefs. 

The Supreme Court sent Barenblatt's 
conviction back to the Court of Appeals 
for the District of Columbia to decide 
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how it conformed with the Watkins de- 
cision. By a 5-4 vote the Court of Ap- 
peals in January reaffirmed the convic- 
tion. The majority held that the perti- 
nence of questions was made clear to 
Barenblatt. The four dissenting justices 
felt that the Supreme Court had out- 
lawed investigations in the field of edu- 
cation. Two of them also felt that the 
Court had struck down the resolution 
creating the House Un-American Activi- 
ties Committee, thus stripping it of 
power to investigate anything. 

Barenblatt's Supreme Court appeal 
asks whether or not the Court did in- 
validate the establishment of the Un- 
American Activities Committee, whether 
or not Congress had authorized the com- 
mittee to investigate education, whether 
or not such an investigation is constitu- 
tional, and whether or not he was told 
the pertinence of questions. 

Other cases raising similar questions 
and involving the Senate Internal Se- 
curity Subcommittee and state antisub- 
versive investigations are before or on 
their way to the Supreme Court. 

Television and Film Instruction 

The potential benefits and dangers of 
secondary-school instruction by films and 
television are examined in a report pub- 
lished recently by the Advisory Board on 
Education and the Division of Mathe- 
matics of the National Academy of Sci- 
ences-National Research Council. Al- 
though the report, prepared by a 
specially appointed Film Evaluation 
Board, addresses itself only to films and 
kinescopes prepared for the teaching of 
mathematics, many of its observations 
and recommendations might be applied 
to other sections of the secondary-school 
curriculum. The report, entitled Films 
and Television in Mathematics Educa- 
tion, was based on a joint viewing by the 
board of most of the mathematics films 
and kinescopes now available for teach- 
ing purposes. Several days of continuous 
sessions were required for the assignment. 
The board reported that: 

"There is little doubt that the more 
specific, more tangible needs of group 
instruction can be met acceptably by re- 
corded sequences of sufficiently high 
quality. It is not essential, either, to sac- 
rifice entirely the less specific, less tan- 
gible aims. A carefully prepared recorded 
sequence, especially done by an expert, 
may in fact convey healthier scientific 
attitudes and deeper insights than a rou- 
tine classroom lecture by a teacher who 
is uninformed, unresponsive, or other- 
wise inept." 

On the other hand, the board also saw 
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the possibility of "wide dissemination of 
erroneous ideas and unfortunate peda- 
gogical stereotypes." 
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