
So-So 
This PYREX? fun- 
nel is special but 
not very. So we list 
it in the Custom- 
Made section of 
our catalog LG-1 
along with thou- 
sands of other spe- 
cial designs that get 
a fair demand. 

Ahal 
This one is a little 
more difficult, but 
it puts no strain on 
the glassworkers in 
our Special Appa- 
ratus Department. 
They render it 
quickly in chemical 
glass from custom- 
er specifications. 

Voila! 
Now here is a chal- 
lenge. Truly unu- 
sual. A piece that 
cries for the ingeni- 
ous talents of our 
Special Apparatus 
men. It takes a little 
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more mundane de- 
signs above, but it 
is soon doing the 
strange work its 
owner devised it for. 

The 9,000 different pieces of PYREX 
apparatus in our catalog should sat- 
isfy 99% of your needs. When they 
don't, send us a sketch of what 
you want and we'll make it special. 
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Letters 
Population of Australia 

In the issue of 3 January, Paul B. 
Sears [Science 127, 9 (1958)] cites the 
population density of the continents 
(page 11). His observations on "The 
inexorable problem of space" are so 
thoughtful and so timely that I venture 
to call attention to his estimate for Aus- 
tralia, which may confuse some readers. 

The estimate given for Australia is 31 
inhabitanits per square mile. If this re- 
fers to Australia (and Tasmania) alone, 
the figure should be approximately 3.1 
per square mile. It is probable, therefore, 
that Sears is referring to the entire south- 
east Asian archipelago, and that Indo- 
nesia, New Zealand, and possibly the 
Philippine Republic and Taiwan are to 
be included-the over-all average for 
these areas collectively would be in the 
neighborhood of 31 per square mile. 
But the figure given for Asia (78 per 
square mile) suggests that the offshore 
islands are included in the Asian esti- 
mate. 

GEOFFREY BRUUN 

Ithaca, New York 

I am most grateful to Geoffrey Bruun 
and also to Chester Longwell for calling 
attention to this error. 

The figures were obtained from a 
standard atlas. It is not available as I 
write, so that I am unable to say whether 
the datum given for Australia was in- 
tended for the whole of Australasia, a 
misprint, or my own error in copying, 
although I checked the table twice. I 
did, however, take the precaution to have 
my manuscript read by three very com- 
petent critics, none of whom caught the 
error. 

The paragraph in question (page 11, 
column 3) should therefore be amended 
to read as follows: 

"North America, including great areas 
of desert and tundra, follows with 23, 
while Africa and South America are 
nearly tied, with 17 and 19, respectively. 
The figure for the United States is 51, 
while Australia is the least densely popu- 
lated of the continents, with about 3 
persons per square mile." 

I am obliged to M. B. Russell and 
Donald Jones for comments on the state- 
ment regarding corn production (page 
13, column 2). Actually, both per acre 
and total production within the corn 
belt proper are greater than ever. It is 
the natural fertility-that is, that pos- 
sible without fertilizer input-that has 
declined. The present high total yield 
can be even further increased, as I have 
said, but this fact must be weighed 
against increasing production costs and 
the present high rate of population in- 
crease. 

Incidentally, Jones has reminded me 
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that geneticists who have written about 
future prospects are perhaps less san- 

guine than are soil specialists. 
Cecil T. Blunn, of the University of 

Nebraska faculty in Turkey, at Ankara, 
has also called my attention to another 
detail (page 13, column 3, paragraph 1). 
He informs me that the individual Turk 
is anything but phlegmatic. Obviously I 
should have used the word courageously 
instead of phlegmatically. What I had in 
mind, of course, is the fact that neither 
the Finnish nor the Turkish Government 
has allowed itself to be stampeded. It 
is obvious from Blunn's letter that he ad- 
mires the Turkish people very much, 
which is good news. 

PAUL B. SEARS 
Yale University, 
New Haven, Connecticut 
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International Clearinghouse 

Your editorial "Strength through 
union," in the 14 February issue of 
Science [127, 313 (1958)], discusses an 
issue of great importance to scientists. 
There is no doubt that we need a clear- 
inghouse and coordination center for ab- 
stracting, indexing, retrieving, and trans- 
lating the vast flood of scientific publi- 
cations which is inundating us today and 
which will increase with time. There is 
much to be said for your conclusion that 
this service can best be performed by 
combining and coordinating private and 
governmental facilities and programs, 
and I was happy to learn that progress is 
being made in this direction. 

It seems, however, that this is a prob- 
lem of international scope; one that could 
and should be solved by an international 
clearinghouse. Such a world science lit- 
erature center, organized, perhaps, under 
the United Nations, could abstract all 
the literature now being covered by Rus- 
sian, American, and other abstracting 
agencies, and the abstracts, appropri- 
ately translated, could be made to meet 
the requirements of scientists through- 
out the world. To Americans and Rus- 
sians this would represent a great saving 
in expense and technical manpower; to 
the scientists of many small countries it 
would mean the difference between par- 
ticipation and scientific isolation. 

Scientists have often emphasized the 
international nature of their interests and 
activities. Unwittingly they may be 
drawn into the disruptive eddies of polit- 
ical currents and swept apart. Here, it 
seems, is an opportunity to forge a link 
across international lines which has great 
potential value to science and which 
could serve as a significant strand in the 
forging of broader bonds of understand- 
ing between nations. 

JOHN T. EMLEN, JR. 
Department of Zoology, 
University of Wisconsin, Madison 

11 APRIL 1958 
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Meetings 
Ninth Pacific Science Congress 

The small, forward-looking group of 
scientists, headed by the late Herbert E. 
Gregory, who organized the First Pacific 
Science Congress, held in Honolulu in 
1920 (and known then as the Pan-Pacific 
Science Congress), could hardly have 

guessed the magnitude of the success that 
would in future years crown this pioneer 
effort. 

It is an understatement to say that the 
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* Magnifications: 30X, 100X, 400X; up to 2000X 
with accessories. 

* Focusing: Both dual control rack and pinion coarse 
and micrometer-screw type fine adjustments. Body 
has locking device. 

* Three Illuminators: sub-stage, surface and vertical, 
have variable intensity. 
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Ninth Pacific Science Congress, held in 

Bangkok, 18 Nov. to 9 Dec. 1957, ex- 
ceeded all expectations. The attendance 
of 860 registered delegates-the largest 
attendance at any Pacific Science Con- 

gress to date-included 500 foreign dele- 

gates and 360 delegates from Thailand. 
In all, 36 countries or territorial subdi- 
visions (such as Hong Kong, Singapore, 
New Guinea, and the Ryukyus) were rep- 
resented. Of the registered delegates, 228 
were from the United States. 

Notwithstanding the unexpectedly 
large attendance, all arrangements 
w,ere adequate, everything proceeded 
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The UNITRON Model TM is more than 

just a measuring microscope. It is the 

only instrument which combines in one 
stand a completely equipped tool- 
makers microscope for precise measure- 
ments - LENGTH, WIDTH and DEPTH, 
and a metallurgical microscope for 

examining the structure of polished 
metal samples under high magnification. 

AL & MECHANICAL FEATURES 

* Combination Stage: rectangular ball bearing with 
linear measurements to 0.0001" and rotary measure- 
ments to 5' with vernier. (Metric model available on 
special order.) 

* Depth Indicator: measures in units of 0.0001" by 
"optical contact" with specimen. 

* Projection Screen: available as accessory for 
optical comparison. 

* Eyepiece Turret: available as accessory for meas- 
uring surfaces, radii, thread pitch etc. 
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