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Clear Fused Quartz
Custom Fabricated
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or Optical Grades

Fused Quartz provides high
transparency, high transmis-
sion of ultra-vielet and thermal
properties particularly adapt-
able for special light sources in
therapeutic and photochemical
equipment. Resists scratching
and weathering; has excellent
mechanical strength.
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Fused Quartz for —
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Complete Optical Service
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Precision drilling a specialty —
tolerances held to specifica-
tions. Technical assistance is
available to help solve your
problems. Send for brochure.
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NEW JERSEY—Tel. UNion 7-1599

Letters

Role of Scientific Societies

I was interested in the editorial in
the 10 January issue of Science [127, 57
(1958)]. We are particularly sensitive to
the point which you mentioned of the
difficulty of knowing just what one can
say for science as a whole. It seems to
me, however, that there are certain
things which can be said upon which all
scientists agree—things that should be
said.

I have in mind, for example, the im-
portance of a rigorous basic education in
science, which a large portion of our in-
formed citizenry should have. Further,
all scientists will probably agree on the
need for greater emphasis on basic
research and a better understanding on
the part of the public of the importance
of basic research. Unless the scientist, or
an organization representing scientists,
speaks out for such things, scientific
progress is very likely to suffer. In other
words, it seems to me that scientists, with
the special training and talents that they
have, should combat, in some form or
other, the great anti-intellectual forces
which seem to develop almost automati-
cally in a free society.

: ErMmer HuTcHissoN
American Institute of Physics,
New York, New York

Double Standard?

The recent editorial in Science en-
titled “The Horse’s Mouth” [127, 57
(1958)], which distinguishes, by infer-
ence at least, between the validity of sci-
entific data and the theories logically de-
rived from them and the validity of
opinions of scientists concerning the so-
cial and other nonscientific implications
of their observations, is most timely in-
deed. Unfortunately, preeminence in sci-
ence may lend unwarranted weight to
the publicized opinions of scientists on
completely nonscientific matters regard-
less of the subject or the qualifications
of the individuals who are expressing
their views.

Despite the propensity of some mem-
bers of other professional groups to make
ill-considered and inaccurate statements
to the public press concerning matters
in which they have no special compe-
tence, we might reasonably expect scien-
tists, who are supposedly trained in the
discipline of objectivity, to restrain
themselves in this respect. Unfortunately,
this is not the case, as is witnessed, for
instance, by the recent address given at
the meeting of a national scientific so-
ciety to the effect that now that man has
launched a world satellite, man can dis-

The American Association for the
Advancement of Science announces
three new symposium volumes of
the utmost importance to psychia-
trists, neurologists, clinical psy-
chologists, physiologists, pharma-
cologists, and biochemists—and of
great interest to the general publie.

Tranquilizing Drugs

6” x9”, 205 pp., 32 illus., refer-
ences, index, cloth, March 1957.

Price $5.00. AAAS Members’ cash
order price $4.50.

Psychopharmacology

6" x9”, 175 pp., bibliographies,
index, cloth, 1956. Price $3.50.

AAAS Members' cash order price
$3.00.

Alcoholism—
Basic Aspects and Treatment

6” x9”, 220 pp., 33 illus., refer-
ences, index, cloth, May 1957.

Price $5.75. AAAS Members’
cash order price $5.00.

AAAS Publications
1515 Mass. Ave., NW, Washington 5, D.C.
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BINOCULAR MODELS
Accessory monocular tube included.
Obijectives: 4X, 10X, 40X, 100X oil.
Paired eyepieces: 5X, 10X, 15X
LABORATORY and MEDICAL

Meodel BMLK: ke $399

PHASE CONTRAST Model BMPE:

Examine transparent specimens with-

oty $490

out staining.

A complete line of Microscopes...
» Metallurgical » Phase

» Laboratory » Polarizing

= Stereoscopic « Student

Used in leading universi-
ties, industrial and govern-
ment laboratories.

FREE 10-DAY TRIAL
Let these instruments prove
their value to you, In your own
laboratory, before you purchase.
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