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LETTERS 
The editors take no responsibility for 

the content of the letters published in this 
section. Anonymous letters will not be con- 
sidered. Letters intended for publication 
should be typewritten double-spaced and 
submitted in duplicate. A letter writer 
should indicate clearly whether or not his 
letter is submitted for publication. For ad- 
ditional information, see Science 124, 249 
(1956) and 125, 16 (4 Jan. 1957). 

Symbols to Indicate Castration 

Symbols and abbreviations are used 
by most scientists and researchers when 
recording or describing the result of 
some observation or experiment. 

Symbols denoting the sexes of animals 
( 9) have been used for many many 
years. There is nothing about these sym- 
bols, however, to indicate whether the 
animal is sexually intact and in posses- 
sion of its gonads or whether it is a cas- 
trate. The importance of indicating the 
difference may be very great at times. 

It is proposed that the circle part of 
the symbol be opened in the case of cas- 
trates to form the letter C. The arrow 
and cross-piece characteristic of the 
male and female, respectively, would 
have their regular position on the circle. 

H. C. H. KERNKAMP 

College of Veterinary Medicine, 
University of Minnesota, St. Paul 

"Weaver Finch"' 

Mayr, Linsley, and Usinger [Methods 
and Principles of Systematic Zoology 
(1953), p. 17] state: "Even the experi- 
mental biologist has learned to appre- 
ciate the necessity for sound, solid iden- 
tification. There are great numbers of 
genera with two, three, or more very 
similar species. Such species very often 
differ more conspicuously in their physi- 
ological traits than in their morpholog- 
ical characters." 

This statement seems so obvious to 
most taxonomists as to make its repeti- 
tion verge on the flogging of a dead 
horse. Hence it was all the more sur- 
prising and disappointing to find the 
paper by S. J. Segal in the December 
13 issue of Science [Science 126, 1242 
(1957)] describing certain hormonal ex- 
periments on "the weaver finch." Taxon- 
omists have more or less resigned them- 
selves to seeing generalizations in the 
literature of such disciplines as physi- 
ology, endocrinology, and embryology 
about the duck, the goose, the pigeon, 
the rat, or the rabbit; it can be reason- 
ably assumed that the experimental ani- 
mal in such cases is the common domes- 

LETTERS 
The editors take no responsibility for 

the content of the letters published in this 
section. Anonymous letters will not be con- 
sidered. Letters intended for publication 
should be typewritten double-spaced and 
submitted in duplicate. A letter writer 
should indicate clearly whether or not his 
letter is submitted for publication. For ad- 
ditional information, see Science 124, 249 
(1956) and 125, 16 (4 Jan. 1957). 

Symbols to Indicate Castration 

Symbols and abbreviations are used 
by most scientists and researchers when 
recording or describing the result of 
some observation or experiment. 

Symbols denoting the sexes of animals 
( 9) have been used for many many 
years. There is nothing about these sym- 
bols, however, to indicate whether the 
animal is sexually intact and in posses- 
sion of its gonads or whether it is a cas- 
trate. The importance of indicating the 
difference may be very great at times. 

It is proposed that the circle part of 
the symbol be opened in the case of cas- 
trates to form the letter C. The arrow 
and cross-piece characteristic of the 
male and female, respectively, would 
have their regular position on the circle. 

H. C. H. KERNKAMP 

College of Veterinary Medicine, 
University of Minnesota, St. Paul 

"Weaver Finch"' 

Mayr, Linsley, and Usinger [Methods 
and Principles of Systematic Zoology 
(1953), p. 17] state: "Even the experi- 
mental biologist has learned to appre- 
ciate the necessity for sound, solid iden- 
tification. There are great numbers of 
genera with two, three, or more very 
similar species. Such species very often 
differ more conspicuously in their physi- 
ological traits than in their morpholog- 
ical characters." 

This statement seems so obvious to 
most taxonomists as to make its repeti- 
tion verge on the flogging of a dead 
horse. Hence it was all the more sur- 
prising and disappointing to find the 
paper by S. J. Segal in the December 
13 issue of Science [Science 126, 1242 
(1957)] describing certain hormonal ex- 
periments on "the weaver finch." Taxon- 
omists have more or less resigned them- 
selves to seeing generalizations in the 
literature of such disciplines as physi- 
ology, endocrinology, and embryology 
about the duck, the goose, the pigeon, 
the rat, or the rabbit; it can be reason- 
ably assumed that the experimental ani- 
mal in such cases is the common domes- 
ticated species (although I believe it 
should be explicitly so stated). How- 
ever, "the weaver finch" is completely 
meaningless. "Weaver finch" is a general 

ticated species (although I believe it 
should be explicitly so stated). How- 
ever, "the weaver finch" is completely 
meaningless. "Weaver finch" is a general 

MEASUREMENT... 
Extreme sensitivity - 5 mr for 
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for hard x and gamma rays 
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packets are held in one badge 

DESIGN... 
Tamper-proof - special unlock- 
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ard 1 /2 X 2 identification photo 

Lightweight - sturdy, moulded 
plastic badge weighs less than 1 oz. 

SERVICE... 
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ONE FOOT HIGH EXACT 

SKELETON 
MODEL 

After four years' work, 
an amazing, precise, 
one foot high model 
of the human skeleton, 
at a price within reach 
of every science stu- 
dent, every classroom. 
Thousands already 
bought by schools, doc- 
tors, hospitals, hobby- 
ists. Instructive, in- 
triguing. Magnificent 
conversation piece or 
museum curio. Ideal 
subject for photog- 
raphy. A thing of beau- 
ty, a triumph of model- W 
making. Metdiei 1 
schools, doctors, scientists praise its 
elegant detail. No longer necessary to 
pay $90.00 or mole for skeleton mod- 
els. Original model took two years to 
make, two years more getting into pro- 
(luction, to achieve exacting accuracy. 
Complete with instructive diagram. 
Easy to assemble. Handsome box has 
embossed nest for each part. Lifetime 
durability, made of remarkable bone- 
color material. Can be bent, dropped, 
struck without breaking. Postpaid in 
U.S. No C.O.D.'s. 

$1 n.00 Money Back 
Only 0 0 each Guarantee 

ANDREW TECHNICAL CO. 
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