Within 2 weeks the signature of 2000
American scientists had been obtained,
and on 4 June 1957 the statement was
submitted to President Eisenhower [Sci-
ence 125, 1190 (14 June 1957)].

In July Pauling received a statement
of adherence to the petition signed by
all of the professors of science in the
Free University of Brussels, as well as
similar statements from scientists of
other countries. He then wrote to a few
scientists in each country, asking that
they obtain signatures. In some countries
no effort was made to obtain signatures
except from a few leading scientists.

Pauling has stated that he does not
believe that the problem of bomb tests
and disarmament is one that should be
settled by scientists; it is instead one of
importance to every person in the world.
Scientists, however, have some measure
of understanding of the complex factors
involved, such as the magnitude of the
damage done by radioactive fallout, and
he believes that scientists have an obli-
gation to express their opinions in order
to help their fellow citizens. He also has
said that he advocates an agreement to
stop bomb tests and that such an agree-
ment would benefit all nations and all
people equally and not one nation or
group of nations preferentially.

Sun Spot Theory

A new theory about sun spots has been
advanced by Donald H. Menzel, direc-
tor of the Harvard College Observatory,
in the annual report of the Smithsonian
Institution. Heretofore, the spots were
assumed to indicate the existence of
solar storms, or the vertices of cyclones.
However, in the report, Menzel says the
small, dark regions are “islands of in-
tense calm floating in the otherwise
turbulent sea of the sun’s atmosphere.”

The report on the new theory states:
“We are now in a position to under-
stand the darkness of the sunspot rela-
tive to the surrounding photosphere. In
a region where magnetism has not in-
hibited convection, the outer layers are
hotter than they would be otherwise.
They are, consequently, more luminous
than the spots, where convection does
not occur. In the region immediately
surrounding the spots, the convective
layer must rise higher.”

Tariff-Free Instruments

A bill to permit certain educational
organizations to import free of duty sci-
entific and laboratory apparatus for edu-
cational or scientific purposes was intro-
duced last August in the House of
Representatives by Congressman Anton
N. Sadlak of Connecticut. It was re-
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ferred to the Committee on Ways and
Means. The bill, HR. 9349, proposes
that the Tariff Act of 1930 be amended
to permit the free import of “scientific
or laboratory instruments, apparatus,
utensils, or appliances (including survey-
ing and mathematical instruments), or
parts thereof, imported by a tax-exempt
educational organization for its own use
in scientific research or in the instruction
of students, and not for sale (including
sale to students) or for any commercial
use.”

Standard Inch

Standardization of the inch among
friendly nations in an age of increasing
weapon precision was urged recently by
A. V. Astin, director of the National
Bureau of Standards. He asserted that
the fractional differences between the
inches used in the United States, the
United Kingdom, and Canada have
created critical problems in technologi-
cal cooperation.

Astin said there were 129 calibration
centers throughout the Soviet Union
for passing on the accuracy of instru-
ments in weapons and missiles plants
and in military installations. The United
States probably has superior tools of
standardization, but the Russians appear
to have superior means of distribution
in that field.

Astin proposed that the appropriate
agencies of the United States, the United
Kingdom, and Canada negotiate an in-
ternational yard of 0.9144 of an exact
international meter. This would yield
an international inch equal to 2.54 cen-
timeters. This is exactly the Canadian
standard and about midway between the
United States and British standards.

Tenth Anniversary of the
American Heart Association

Marking its first decade as a national
voluntary health agency, the American
Heart Association has announced that, by
the end of the current fiscal year, the
association and its affiliates and chapters
will have channeled a total of $29 mil-
lion into research studies. Research allo-
cations for the current fiscal year total
nearly $7 million, the highest annual
amount since the awards were first made
in 1948. More than 60 percent of the
awards are for basic research.

In noting the 10-year gains in cardio-
vascular research, the anniversary issue
of the’ association’s Heart Research
Newsletter states:

“Outstanding have been the dramatic
achievements of surgeons in repairing
previously hopeless heart defects. New
drugs have appeared to help those with

high blood pressure. Improved drugs and
diet therapy have helped heart failure
patients. Rheumatic fever seems to be
yielding to prevention. Anti-clotting
drugs have been shown to reduce the
death rate after the first heart attack and
long-term anticoagulant therapy has been
extensively studied.

“The application of electronics and
the use of radioactive tracers have given
investigators important new tools and
provided physicians with improved meth-
ods of diagnosis. The catheter, a long
thin tube pushed up through the veins
into the heart chambers, has become
widely used as a method for diagnosing
heart and circulatory malfunctions. The
value of regular exercise, the need to
keep down weight, and sensible diet pre-
cautions have been affirmed.”

News Briefs

An information exchange program
linking Fordham University and the
Catholic University of Lublin, Poland,
has been announced. Heading the pro-
gram at Fordham is the Rev. Walter C.
Jaskievicz, director of the Institute of
Russian Studies. He will direct the ex-
change of photographs, books, special
editions of student newspapers, art ex-
hibits, tape recordings, and newsletters.
The program was arranged with the
cooperation of the Department of State.

* ¥ ¥

The first issue of Ergonomics: Human
Factors in Work, Machine Control and
Equipment Design, has been announced
by Academic Press Inc., distributors of
the journal in the United States and
Canada. The term Ergonomics was
coined to denote an approach to the
problems of human work and control
operations which came into prominence
during the second world war in relation
to equipment for the armed services.
The general editor of the journal, the
official publication of the Ergonomics
Research Society, is A. T. Welford,
Psychological ~ Laboratory, Cambridge
University, Cambridge, England. Sub-
scription orders originating in the United
States and Canada should be addressed
to Academic Press Inc., 111 Fifth Ave,,
New York 3, N.Y.

* ¥ ¥

The University of Michigan will build
an 85-foot steerable radio telescope next
June at Peach Mountain, 16 miles from
Ann Arbor.

* ¥ ¥

The National Bureau of Standards has
developed a simple, fast-acting, precision
instrument to measure the speed of
sound in nondispersive liquids—Iliquids
in which the speed of sound is essen-
tially independent of frequency. M.
Greenspan and C. E. Tschiegg of the
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bureau’s sound laboratory designed and
constructed this instrument under the
sponsorship of the Office of Naval Re-
search. It has been used to measure the
speed of sound in distilled water from 0°
to 100°C with an accuracy of 1 part in
30,000.
* * *

The National Academy of Sciences—
National Research Council has released
a report of an inquiry into the under-
ground disposal of radioactive waste from
atomic energy installations. Conducted
by the Committee on Waste Disposal of
the Academy-Research Council’s Divi-
sion of Earth Sciences, under contract
with the U.S. Atomic Energy Commis-
sion, the 3-year study was based on a
conference held 10-12 September 1955
at Princeton University. The report and
edited proceedings of the Princeton con-
ference are contained in T he Disposal of
Radioactive Waste on Land, which may
be obtained for $1 from the Publications
Office, National Academy of Sciences~
National Research Council, 2101 Consti-
tution Avenue, NW, Washington 25, D.C.

L R 3

The American Veterinary Medical
Association has announced the establish-
ment of the American Board of Labora-
tory Animal Medicine. A brochure that
describes the board is ready for distribu-
tion. Applicants applying for member-
ship before 18 February may be ad-
mitted to the board without examina-
tion; after that date, all applicants must
take the board examination. For infor-
mation, write to: Dr. Robert J. Flynn,
Argonne National Laboratory, Box 299,
Lemont, I11.

Scientists in the News

Among the five first recipients of the
President’s award for “exceptionally
meritorious civilian service” to the Gov-
ernment were STERLING B. HEN-
DRICKS, chief chemist in the De-
partment of Agriculture’s pioneering
research laboratory for mineral nutrition
of plants, and WILLIAM B. McLEAN,
technical director of the Naval Ord-
nance Test Station at China Lake, Calif.
Hendricks was cited for “extraordinary
and versatile achievement through basic
research in the Department of Agricul-
ture,” and McLean was honored for
conception and development of the
Navy’s  “sidewinder”  guided-missile
weapons system. The two men received
gold medals at a ceremony that took
place in the White House on 27 January.

HOWARD W. POTTER has retired
as professor and chairman of the depart-
ment of psychiatry at the State Univer-
sity of New York’s Downstate Medical
Center in Brooklyn. A member of the
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faculty of the College of Medicine of the
Downstate Medical Center and its prede-
cessor, the Long Island College of Medi-
cine, for 20 years, Potter has been chair-
man of the department of psychiatry
since 1947. In addition, he served as act-
ing dean of the College of Medicine
from September 1954 to June 1955, and
as dean from June 1955 to September
1957. He has also been director of psy-
chiatry at the Kings County Hospital
Center since 1947.

Potter began his career as a psychia-
trist at the Bloomingdale Hospital, the
psychiatric division of New York Hospi-
tal, in 1916. Later he organized and di-
rected a research department at Letch-
worth Village, .a state institution for
mental defectives.-at Thiells, N.Y. In
1929 he was appointed assistant director
and chief of staff of the newly erected
psychiatric institute and hospital at the
Columbia Presbyterian Medical Center,
where he also held the title of clinical
professor of psychiatry.

Potter has accepted an appointment
as visiting professor of psychiatry at the
University of the Philippines College of
Medicine, where he will act as a consult-
ant to the dean in developing a program
of psychiatric education. He expects to
spend several months each year in the
Philippines for the next few years. In ad-
dition, he will organize and direct an in-
tensive course in mental deficiency at
Letchworth Village for doctors specializ-
ing in psychiatry.

Potter received his M.D. degree from
the College of Physicians and Surgeons
of Columbia University in 1913. During
World War II he was medical supervisor
of the Port of New York for the Mer-
chant Marine War Shipping Administra-
tion. In 1943, as director of psychiatry
of the Long Island College Hospital, he
founded the William Alanson White
Psychiatric Clinic on Amity Street,
Brooklyn.

ARNE G. H. RHODIN, Swedish elec-
tron microscopist who is at present an
assistant professor in the department of
anatomy at the Karolinska Institute in
Sweden, has accepted an appointment
as an associate professor in the depart-
ment of anatomy at New York Univer-
sity College of Medicine.

MRS. LAURENCE PELLIER has
been appointed applications chemist by
the Norelco Instruments Division, Philips
Electronics, Inc., Mount Vernon, N.Y,
She will devote her attention to techni-
cal problems involving electron micro-
scope techniques. Mrs. Pellier was for-
merly research metallurgist for the
Sigmund Cohn Corporation, Mount Ver-
non, and was concerned with the design
of alloys for electrical and electronic in-
struments.

GEORGE W. BEADLE, professor of
biology and chairman of the Biology
Division of California Institute of Tech-
nology, has been appointed Eastman
visiting professor at the University of
Oxford, England, for the academic year
1958-59. The Eastman professorship
was founded in 1929 by George Eastman
to bring senior American scholars to
Oxford University for a year. The fund
supporting the professorship is admin-
istered by the Association of American
Rhodes Scholars.

ELLIS A. JOHNSON, director of
the Operations Research Office, Johns
Hopkins University, has received the
Army’s Distinguished Civilian Service
Medal “for his distinguished ability and
performance.”

Pergamon Press has announced that
WILLIAM DOERING has accepted
the regional editorship for the American
continent of Tetrahedron, following the
death of Morris S. Kharasch. Manu-
scripts for publication should be ad-
dressed to Prof. William Doering,
Sterling Chemistry Laboratory, Yale
University, 225 Prospect St, New
Haven, Conn.

L. J. AUDUS, professor of botany and
head of the botany department at Bed-
ford College, University of London
(England), will be visiting professor in
the department of botany, University of
California, Berkeley, for the spring
semester. He will present a lecture and
laboratory course on the physiology of
plant growth and development.

WESTON S. EVANS, head of the
civil engineering department at the Uni-
versity of Maine, has been named dean
of the university’s College of Technol-
ogy. He has been serving as acting dean
of the college since the resignation of
ASHLEY S. CAMPBELL last summer.
In addition to serving as dean, Evans
will also be director of the Technology
Experiment Station.

In tribute to LOUIS W. SAUER,
pediatrician of Evanston, Ill., who devel-
oped the whooping cough vaccine, the
North Suburban Branch of the Chicago
Medical Society prepared a panel of the
citations awarded the physician for his
contributions to medicine. The panel,
which bears three citations and Sauer’s
picture, was presented to him at a recent
meeting of the branch.

CARL C. LINDEGREN, director of
Southern Illinois University’s Biological
Research Laboratory, will receive the
annual Pasteur Award of the Society of
Illinois Bacteriologists at a dinner on 28
February in the Morrison Hotel, Chi-
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