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sociateship in science to a school or col- 
lege teacher for the summer of 1958. 
The candidate should have a strong 
background in at least one of the physi- 
cal sciences. The stipend is $700; trans- 
portation costs will be paid. Application 
forms must be received before 28 Feb- 
ruary by Mrs. W. Stanley Brown, Test 
Development Division, Educational Test- 
ing Service, 20 Nassau St., Princeton, 
N.J. 

Mendeliana 

The University of Illinois has acquired 
what are probably the only remaining 
letters, photographs, experiment notes, 
and personal papers of Gregor Mendel, 
founder of the science of genetics. The 
material was purchased from the widow 
of Hugo Iltis, biographer of Mendel, 
who assembled an extensive collection 
of Mendeliana at Brunn, Czechoslovakia, 
before fleeing the Nazis in 1939. The 
Mendeliana left behind in Czechoslo- 
vakia appear to have been lost or de- 
stroyed. 

Mendel, a monk, published his laws 
of inheritance in 1865. Ignored and mis- 
understood, his epochal work was for- 
gotten until his principles were redis- 
covered and acclaimed in 1900, and by 
then most of his scientific records had 
been discarded. 

New Maser 

A new amplifier that may extend the 
range of radio telescopes ten times far- 
ther out among the galaxies has been 
developed in the Gordon McKay Labora- 
tory of Applied Science at Harvard Uni- 
versity. This device, which may enable 
man to "hear" the radiation from hy- 
drogen clouds in galaxies beyond the 
range of any present instruments, was 
operated in a laboratory test for the first 
time on 7 December. Scientists believe 
that the device will allow detection of 
signals 1/1000 as strong as those which 
can be observed now. The three-level 
solid state maser (the term maser was 
coined from the words microwave am- 
plification by stimulated emission of radi- 
ation) was developed by Nicholaas 
Bloembergen, Gordon McKay professor 
of applied physics, who proposed the de- 
vice in July 1956; J. 0. Artman, research 
fellow in applied physics; and Sidney 
Shapiro, graduate student. 

Thomas Gold, Harvard astronomer, 
reports that the Harvard College Ob- 
servatory hopes soon to apply the maser 
to the radio telescope, with the assistance 
of the division of engineering and ap- 
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The U.S. Office of Education is con- 
ducting the first nationwide census of 
college juniors majoring in the sciences 
and mathematics. About 1100 colleges 
and universities have been invited to 
participate in the survey; more than 600, 
of these institutions have assisted in pre- 
testing the questionnaire that is being 
used. 

The count will provide a basis for 
estimating the number of new scientists 
and mathematicians with bachelor de- 
grees who will be available 2 years 
hence, and of those with doctorates 6 
years hence. Several months will be re- 
quired for completion of the survey, 
which is to be conducted annually. 

Science League 

The Science League, a nonprofit asso- 
ciation for amateur scientists who are 
also radio amateurs, has been founded 
by Nelson M. Griggs, R.D. 2, Old Balti- 
more Rd., Boyds, Md., for the purpose 
of organizing better communications 
channels between amateur scientists. Par- 
ticipants meet each evening on 3525 
kilocycles at 6 P.M. E.S.T. and on 7125 
kilocycles at 9 P.M. They relay informa- 
tion of a scientific nature to the various 
member clubs and individuals, and, in 
addition, act as a clearing house for such 
information as originates with them. 

The Science League net in no way 
interferes with existing "ham" radio 
projects and radio nets that concern 
themselves with special projects. Found- 
ing members envision that the Science 
League will continue long after the In- 
ternational Geophysical Year is over. 
Membership is open to all. 

News Briefs 

The American Institute of Chemical 
Engineers will begin its golden jubilee 
year on 29 January 1958 with a com- 
memoration of the first meeting. A 
golden jubilee celebration will be held 
22-27 June. Both events will take place 
in Philadelphia, the birthplace of the 
institute. 

* * * 

A committee has been formed to es- 
tablish, in honor of Samuel Brody, a 
lectureship memorial in agricultural sci- 
ence at the University of Missouri. Con- 
tributions may be mailed to the Samuel 
Brody Memorial Committee, Eckles 
Hall, University of Missouri, Columbia. 
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