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Science and Freedom 

In the 325 years since the ordeal of Galileo the physical sciences have 
been emancipated from political and ecclesiastical domination and, as the 
globe-encircling sputniks testify, can thrive even in the shadow of the State's 
adoption of dialectical inaterialisin as its ofiicial philosophy. T h e  life sci- 
ences, a century since Darwin, still st21:3 embroiled, still struggle for the 
necessary freedom to grow untrammeiled by cornmon prejudice and official 
disfavor. Yet in the end all science must stand free or become the slave of 
the State, the prostitute of material desires. For scientists there can, there- 
fore, be no greater dedication than to thc defense of their freedom of 
thought and of choice of investigation. 

The  Congress for Cultural Frecdom in a coilfereilce in Ilamburg in 
1953 undertook to arouse inen to the defense of scientific freedom. That  
effort has bcen continued since 1953 through the untiring work of the In- 
ternational Committee on Science and Freedom, of which Michael Polanyi 
is chairman. This committee has published to date nine bulletins, of which 
the last three deal respectively with "Self-goverilinent in Modern British 
Universities," "llungary, October, 1956," and "Apartheid, the Threat to 
South Africa's Universities." Each of these is engrossing reading. 

The academic freedom of the universities of thc Tl'estern World and the 
freedom of science are inextricably interwoven. I n  fact, the latter inay be 
considered a very branch of the former. No scientist can really afford to be 
uncoilcerned with threats to the academic freedom of any university, 
whether in his own land or abroad. 

T h e  Sazi  doctrines of racial superiority are not dead. In  one semblance 
or another they rear themselves wherever men of one dominant social group 
fear themselves threaten~d by the numbers and growing eillightenmr~ilt of a 
racially different element. Apartheid preaches very plausibly the theory of 
the equal but separate developmeilt of white and nonwhite people in resi- 
deilcp, in labor, in education. Yet it is plain to see that actually it  is a bare- 
faced effort of the whites to keep the black and colored people of South 
Africa in servitude and educational inequality. Education will not be en-
trusted to the natives themselves to develop in independence, but will be 
gently governed for them by a (white) Minister of Sativc Affairs, whose 
viewpoint is sufficiently expressed in his ocvn words: "What is the usc of 
teachiqg the Bantu child mathematics when it cannot use it in practice? 
That  is quite absurd.. . . Education must train and teach people in accord- 
ance with their opportunities in life, according to the sphere in which they 
live. . . . Good racial relations cannot exist when the education is given 
under the control of people who create wrong expectations on the part of 
the Sative himself, expectations which clash with the possibilities in this 
countr)~." 

The  immediate threat is the exclusion, from the five "open universities" 
which now admit them, of all noncvhitc! studeilts, under a Separate Uni- 
versity Education Rill which will probably be passed early in 1958. Can 
there be any question that in the long run the frecdom of mankind-and 
the freedom of science along with it-is inore imperiled by the defeats of 
1,ittIe Rock and Pretoria than by the success of s p u t n i k ? - B ~ x . r ~ ~ ~  GLASS. 


