longed dialysis or other procedures which
may release bound micromolecules. In
addition, the nature of the medium in
which the cells were previously grown,
the time permitted for incubation of the
cells in the test medium, and the pres-
ence of substances or conditions which
may specifically introduce the need for
certain molecules to preserve balance
can strongly influence nutritional re-
quirements. This great versatility may
reflect the ability of the mammalian cell
to assume different metabolic states
characteristic of specific types of differ-
entiation. Under certain conditions,

growth of single HeLa cells of the S3
clonal strain requires the presence of
cholesterol at a level of 0.5 to 1 micro-
gram per milliliter.
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in the Department of Medicine in 1931,
associate professor in 1942, and professor
in 1952. He was a member of the research
staff of the Lasker Foundation for Medi-
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ron made continual contributions to what
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tabolism of foodstuffs. His biochemistry
was ultimately oriented toward the met-
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that individual enzyme systems play in
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During and after the war, Barron ac-
tively engaged in the study of the bio-
chemical mechanism of radiation dam-
age. In this work he was a proponent of
the important part played by sulfhydryl
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Although he did little formal teaching,
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many countries. His influence as a
teacher of those who are today’s inves-
tigators in the medical sciences was very
great indeed. And, to all, he imparted
the excitement of curiosity, the value of
industrious documentation, and the im-
portance of critical evaluation. His
younger brother, Alberto Guzman Bar-
ron, was one of those who received in-
spiration aand biochemical training
under his guidance; he now holds the
chair of biochemistry and nutrition at
the University of San Marcos at Lima.

Personally, Achito, as those of us who
knew him affectionately called him, was
serious and single-minded in all his sci-
entific activities, but apart from these,
he was gay and full of the joy of living.

He loved Woods Hole and always
spent his summers there, where he was
a trustee of the Marine Biological Labo-
ratory. As he often stated, it was through
his contacts at the Marine Biological
Laboratory that he broadened his out-
look and received inspiration for his win-
ter’s research activities.

In Peru, although he became an Amer-
ican citizen in 1939, he is recognized as
one of the leading scientists of the coun-
try. There he has been honored by being
made honorary professor of the Univer-
sity of San Marcos at Lima and by being
awarded an honorary Doctor of Science
degree, by the University of Trujillo, and
the Order Del Sol.

I visited his laboratory on two occa-
sions last spring and I found it a beehive
of productive activity, with Achito the
hardest worker of them all. It is tragic,
indeed, that he is lost to science and to
the scientific community at the height of
his productivity. But still more to be re-
gretted is the loss of his warm personality
from the company of those who bore him
great admiration and affection.
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