
Meetings and Societies  

Hunlanist and Ethical Union 

Members of the second Congress of 
the International Humanist and Ethical 
Union, from 21 countries, were laymen 
with practical social interests and aca-
demic persons from biological, sociologi- 
cal, and philosophical fields. The physi- 
cal sciences were poorly represented, but 
the social impact of the physical sciences 
dominated and shaped the thinking of 
the congress. 

In  his presidential address, "Mankind 
now," Lord Boyd Orr enunciated the 
general theme of the congress: science, 
which has advanced farther in the last 
50 years than in the previous 2000, is 
pushing mankind into a new age, which 
will differ from the early 19th century by 
more than that era differed from early 
extinct civilizations; the only hope for 
the survival of our civilization is in radi- 
cal readjustment to the new conditions 
which modern science has created; a hu- 
manist movement is required, by its faith 
in science and in human responsibility, 
to play a leading part in effecting this 
radical readjustment. Boyd Orr took as 
the three main tasks of readjustment the 
abolition of war, the distribution of 
plenty, and the arrest of the growth of 
population, and he insisted, finally, on 
the all-important character of freedom 
of thought and communication as the 
source of science and of progress and as 
the characteristic contribution of human- 
ism. 

T. T. ten Have (professor of psychol- 
ogy and social ethics at the University of 
Amsterdam), in an address on "The 
humanistic venture in our time," made a 
more elaborate analysis of the present 
situation. Describing the prominent and 
alarming forms of disintegration and of 
integration, he related them to libera-
tion, reevaluations, and recognition of 
new responsibilities and concluded that 
man will be educated by an increasing 
awareness of the situation and will con-
vert his loss of rootedness into a new re- 
latedness, rationally and emotionally 
sound. 

J. Bronowski, addressing the congress 
on "Science and responsibility," rebutted 
the thesis that science is only a means, 
which should be subordinated to ends 
imposed dogmatically by the traditional 
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moral codes. Truth is the paramount 
value from which all other values are 
derived; it is the drive for knowledge 
which makes men human, for knowledge 
is the tool by which they gain the free- 
dom to be most fully themselves, and 
science has made fulfillment the driving 
motive of our civilization. I t  is, therefore, 
the responsibility of the scientist to form 
new moral codes appropriate to our civil- 
ization and to create a universal ethic 
by educating himself and the public in 
the universal applicability of scientific 
method. 

H. J. Muller, speaking on "Radioac-
tive fallout in relation to human prog- 
ress," compared the estimated harmful 
effects of nuclear tests already held with 
those resulting from unavoidable natural 
causes and from medical practice, in 
order to show that the widespread public 
protest expressed not so much indigna- 
tion at the tests as a dread of nuclear 
war and therefore of nuclear weapons. 
He argued that America's development 
of nuclear weapons had saved the West- 
ern world and that the present situation 
of stalemate gave the world, for the first 
time in history, a precarious security. In- 
stead of seeking an illusory return to 
conventional arms, he said, the great 
powers should maintain the stalemate by 
removing the barriers of secrecy in work- 
ing out further development of nuclear 
weapons. Meanwhile, the time of pres-
ent restraint should be used to laJ the 
foundations of lasting peace. Muller had 
just come from a world conference of 
scientists a t  Pugwash, the estate of Cyrus 
Eaton in Nova Scotia, which followed 
the Einstein-Russell initiative. 

The congress was divided into four sec- 
tions to discuss papers on the humanist 
outlook on philosophy, personal life, so- 
cial life, and organization. In the main 
paper on philosophy, Horace Friess (pro- 
fessor of philosophy at Columbia Uni- 
versity) started from the position of 
Julian Huxley at the first congress-
namely, that through the deveIopment 
of science, the possibility of man's as-
suming a hitherto unimagined responsi- 
bility for the direction of life on this 
planet stands out against the alternative 
of present drift into a seriously deteri- 
orated condition. He quoted from the 
report to the American Association for 

the ~Idhancement of bcicnce of the In- 
t e rm Committee on the Social Aspects 
of Science to indicate the unsatisfactory 
present social conditions for the growth 
and application of science. In deprecat- 
ing prevalent attitudes and fears and 
calling for a creative relationship be-
tween specialized scientific and general 
human intelligence, he suggested the co- 
operation between specialist and patient 
in modern psychotherapy as the type of 
interplay needed to promote a more hu- 
manistic use of science. The report of 
this section recognized science as the 
rneans of increasing human fulfillment 
and as the basis and test of humanist 
convictions but included a warning 
against utopian thinking. The section 
adopted a motion by Huxle) to form a 
panel for the preparation of a "Human- 
ist manifesto," which shoulci include a 
statement of the grounds and contents 
of humanist beliefs, of the humanists' 
ultimate and immediate aims, and of the 
basic differences between humanism and 
other major contemporary systems of 
thought and belief. 

'I'he Section on Personal Life ex-
pressed qualified confidence in man's sus- 
tained endeavor, as he learns from ex-
perience, to develop human resources, 
capacities, and energies and to direct 
them to the achievement of h~gher  levels 
of human relationship, greater personal 
fulfillment, and more responsible social 
institutions. The topics discussed by the 
section were education, marriage and 
family lifc, facing tragedy, and social 
ethics. On education, there was insist-
ence on the mutuality of the child-adult 
relationship, on honesty in both the ap- 
proach to the child and the knowledge 
imparted, and on respect for the validity 
of the learner's choices. O n  social ethics, 
the group faced the conflicts and pres- 
sures generated by our increasingly com- 
plex societies and repudiated dogmatic 
solutions of the problems involved. Cul- 
tivation of a sensitive ethic, of informed 
insight, of a sense of personal identity, 
and of awareness of interdependent re- 
sponsibility was the remedy, it stated, 
against the pressures of society in the di- 
rection of conformity and was the way 
to a full release of human energies. 

The Section on Social Life, recogniz- 
ing both that humanists are committed 
by their convictions and aims to take an 
active part in political issues and that it 
is out of the question for humanist move- 
ments to give allegiance to any political 
party, declared in its report that the first 
task of a humanist movement must be 
to work for the conditions necessary for 
free inquiry and to strive to remove the 
obstructions put in the way of scientific 
investigation of social problems by, for 
example, vested interests and dogmatic 
attitudes. In  this connection, full support 
for the work of UNESCO was urged. 
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Other points stressed were the impor-
tance of bringing an adequate concern for 
human values into the developing science 
of industrial management and the need 
for experimentation in the structure and 
control of industrial undertakings; sup-
port for thc organizations and agencies 
studying and dealing with the funda-
mental problem of population; and the 
need to kecp the political, social, and 
cultural development of the poorer 
countries in step with their economic 
expansion. 

At the final plenary session, the con-
gress adopted, for action, a statement 
which poscd the problem of defense in 
the present arms situation. "We all have 
vital interests in the world to be defended 
and extended: how can it be done with-
out wrecking the whole human enter-
prise? That is the crude question which 
demands a set of realistic answers." Our 
thinking on this question is evidently 
confused, precipitate, and frightened. 
The situation is unprecedented, and our 
habitual political ideas and ideals have 
become too suddenly obsolescent for clear 
and united thinking relative to new and 
adequate forms of political behavior to 
emerge without a very special and in-
formed effort. What is wanted first of 
all, to focus and enlighten world think-
ing on this most vital human question, 
is a world commission of experts of the 
highest caliber in the fields of politics, 
sociology, philosophy, and the sciences to 
examine the problem of the defense and 
development of legitimate interests in all 
its aspects. This has become a common 
human problem, not merely the prob-
lem of sovereign states or of power blocs, 
and it is this new situation that requires 
new thinking, which must be world 
thinking. The congress adopted the state-
ment and authorized the executive com-
mittee of the International Humanist 
and Ethical Union to try to mobilize an 
informed public demand for such a con-
ference or commission. 

H .  J .  BLACKHAM 
Ethical Union, London, England 

Structureof the Nucleus 

The Robert A. Welch Foundation will 
sponsor a research conference on The 
Structure of the Nucleus in Houston, 
Tex., 20-22 November. Some 500 scien-
tists from all over the world are expected 
to attend. 

The program includes: Glenn T. Sea-
borg, "Man-Made Elements"; D. H. 
Wilkinson, "The Structure of the Light 
Nuclei"; Eugene P. Wigner, "Isotopic 
Spin-A Quantum Number for Nuclei"; 
J. Hans Jensen, "Progress in the Theory 
of Nuclear Structure"; Ernest 0.Law-
rence, "Some Recent Developments in 
Nuclear Science"; L. Van Hove, "The 
Structure of Nuclear Matter as a Prob-
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lem in the Quantum Theory of Many 
Particle Systems"; and W. F. Libby, 
"Nuclear Techniques in Chemistry." 

For information write to the Robert A. 
Welch Foundation, 20th Floor Bank of 
the Southwest Building, Houston 2, Tex. 

Technical Writers 

The Society of the Association of 
Technical Writers and Editors will hold 
its fifth annual natimal convention 13-15 
November at the Statler Hotel in New 
York. This is the first convention held 
since.the merger of the Association and 
the Society of Technical Writers. The 
theme of the convention will be the role 
of the publications expert in advancing 
the frontiers of science. For information, 
communicate with Donald R. Alt, 3506 
94th St., Jackson Heights 72, N.Y. 

International Cancer Congress 

The International Union Against Can-
cer will award a limited number.of travel 
grants to enable young scientists to at-
tend the Seventh International Cancer 
Congress in London, England, 6 1 2  July 
1958. Applicants under 35 who do not 
yet hold senior appointments will receive 
preference if they have made significant 
contributions to cancer literature. 

The grants will cover part or all of the 
travel expenses from and to the country 
of residence, but no subsistence allow-
ance will be provided. For application 
forms write to I. Berenblum, Chair-
man, Committee for Young Scientists, 
U.I.C.C., Weizmann Institute of Science, 
Rehovoth, Israel. 

Forthcoming Events 

N-bcr 
25-27. American 4cad. for Cerebral 

Palsy, 11th annual, New Orleans, La (R. 
R. Rembolt. Iowa Hoapital-School State 
University of Iowa, Iowa City.) 

25-27. Physicr and Dynamics of Fluids, 
APS, Bethlehem, Pa. (F. N. Frenkiel, 
Applied Physics Lab., Johns Hopkinr 
Univ., Silver Spring, Md.) 

26-28. Central Assoc. of Science and 
Mathematics Teachers, 57th annual, Chi-
cago, Ill. (L. Panush, Henry Ford High 
School, Detroit 19, Michigan.) 

28-29. American Physical Soc., St. 
Louis, Mo. (K. K. Darrow, Columbia 
Univ., New York 27.) 

2*30. American Soc. of Animal Pro-
duction, annual, Chicago, Ill. (H. H. 
Stonaker, Animal Husbandry Dept., Colo-
rado State Univ., Fort Collins.) 

1-6. American Soc. of Mechanical En-
gineers, annual, New York, N.Y. (C. E. 
Davies, ASME, 29 W. 39 St., New York 
18.) 
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1-15. Bahamas Medical Conf., 4th, 1508 Foshay Tower, Minneapolis 2, 9-1 1. Fluorides Symp., Cincinnati, 
Nassau, Bahamas. (B. L. Frank, 1290 Minn.) Ohio. (Secretary, Inst. of Industrial 
Pine Ave., W. Montreal, Que., Canada.) 5-7. Texas Acad. of Science, annual, Health, Kettering Laboratory, Eden and 

2-5. American Rocket Soc., annual, New Dallas. (G. C. Parker, Education Dept., Bethesda Aves., Cincinnati 19.) 
York. (J. J. Harford, ARS, 500 Fifth Texas A&M College, College Station.) 9-13. Eastern Joint Computer Conf., 
Ave., New York 36.) 5-8. American College of Cardiology, Washington, D.C. ( H .  H. Goode, Dept. 

2-5. Entomological Soc. of America, 6th interim, Cincinnati, 0 .  (P .  Reichert, of Electrical Engr., Univ. of Michigan, 
annual, Memphis, Tenn. ( 8 .  H. Nelson, ACC, Empire State Bldg., New York 1.) Ann Arbor.) 
ESA, 1530 P St., NW, Washington 5.) 6-7. Oklahoma Acad. of Science, an- 9-22. Southeast Asia Soil Science Gonf., 

3-4. Human Factors in Systems Engi- nual, Enid. (5.T. Self, Dept. of Zoology, lst, Manila, Philippines. (I. G .  Valencia, 
neering, symp., Philadelphia, Pa. (C. Univ. of Oklahoma, Norman.) Bureau of Soils, P.O. Box 1848, Manila.) 
Fowler, American Electronic Labs., 121 7-8. American Arad. of Dental Medi- 10-1 1. Water Quality Control for Sub- 
N. 7 St., Philadelphia.) cine, New York, N.Y. (S. Ross, 136 E. wrface Injection, 2nd annual conf., Nor- 

4-8. American Psychoanalytic Assoc., 36th St., New York 16.) man, Okla. ( M .  L. Powers, ExtenGon 
New York, N.Y. (J. N. McVeigh, APA, 8-11. American Pnst. of Chemical En- Div., Univ. of Oklahoma, Norman.) 
36 W. 44 St., New York 36.) gineers, annual, Chicago, Ill. (F. J. Van 13-14. Association for Research in 

- 1  

4-10. American Acad. of Optometry, Antwerpen, AIChE, 25 W. 45 St., New Nervous and Mental Disease, 37th an-
annual, Chicago, 111. (C. C. Koch, 1506- York 36.) nual, New York, N.Y. (R. J. Masselink, 

700 W. 168 St., New York 92.) 
15-18. American Soc. of Agricultural 

Engineers, Chicago, Ill. (J .  L .  Butt, .qSAE, 
- St. Joseph, Mich.) 

17-19. Nuclear Sizes and Density Dis- 
tributions Conference, Stanford, Calif. 
(R .  Hofstadter, Stanford Univ., Stan-
ford, Calif.) 

19-21. American Physical Soc., Stan- 
ford, Calif. (W. A. Nierenberg, Univ. of 
California, Berkeley 4 . )  

26-27. Northwest Scientific Assoc., an-
nual, Spokane, Wash. (W. B. Merriam, 
Geography Dept., State College of Wash- 
ington, Pullman.) 

-LATEST CONFERENCES - 26-30. American Assoc. for the Ad-
vancement of Science, annual, Indian-
apolis, Ind. (R.  L. Taylor, AAAS, 1515

THEORETICAL PRINCIPLES OF ISOTOPE METHODS FOR INVESTIGATING  
CHEMICAL REACTIONS, by S. Z. Roginsky. Published in Russian by the Inst. Massachusetts Ave., NW, Washington 5.)   

of Phys. Chem., Acad. Sciences, USSR, 1956.  
T h e  first monograph of this character i n  any  language. Maximum attention The following 43 meetings are heins  

is devoted to homogeneous processes, considering among the heterogeneous 
held in conjunction with the 4.4.4s an- 

only some of the simplest at solid-gas and solid-liquid interfaces. Gaps in the nual mreting.  

study of chemical kinetics have been filled by new examinations of some AAAS Acad. Conference, annual  
questions with the use of more convenient methods of theoretical analysis and (Father P. H .  Yancey, Spring Hill Col-  
of new experimental data; in particular, the general solutions for the kinetics lege, Mobile, Ala.) .  28 Dec.  
of complex exchange are presented for apparently the first time. Append ix  of AAAS Cooprrative Committee on thc  
44 Tables includes: Thermodynamic functions of isotopic molecules, equilib- Teaching of Science and Mathematics (F .   
rium constants for isotopic exchange, and data on kinetic isotopic effects; also B. Dutton, Dept. of Chemistry, Michigan  
an index of isotopes mentioned, and their properties. State Liniv., East Lansing). 27 Dec. 

Complete English Translation, 456 pages, $35.00 Alpha Chi Sigma (R.  L. Hicks, 1130 
E. Jefferson St., Franklin, Ind.)  . 

Alpha Epsilon Delta ( M .  L. Moore, 7 
THE LATEST (APRIL, 1957!) ALL-UNION CONFERENCE ON APPLICATION Brookside Circle, Bronxville, x,y, . 28I I 1 -OF RADIATION AND ISOTOPES I N  THE NATIONAL ECONOMY AND SCIENCE.  
SESSIONS ON: Uec.  

RADIATION CHEMISTRY American Assoc. of Hospital Consult-
ants (J. B. Norman, 8 South Church St., 

Abstracts of 55 papers from this session, held in Moscow, March 25-April 2, Greenville, S.C. ) . 
1957, sponsored by the Ministry of Chemical Industry, USSR, and the Division American Astronomical Soc. I J. A. of Chemical Sciences, Academy of Sciences, USSR. Hynek, Smithsonian Astrophysical Ob- 

Complete English Translation, 47 pages, $1 0.00 servatorv. 60 Garden St.. Cambrider 38. u > 

Mass.) .27-30 Dec. 
TECHNICAL SCIENCES AND THE INDUSTRIAL USE OF ISOTOPES American Geophysical Union ( E .  M. 
Abstracts of 179 papers from this session, held in hloscow, April 2-5, 1957 Brooks, Dept. of Geophysics, St. Louis  
sponsored by the Central Committee on Utilization of Atomic Energy, ~ o u n c i i  Univ., St. Louis 8, Mo.) .   
of Ministries, USSR, and the Academy of Sciences, USSR. Sections: Rletal- American Medical Assoc. Committee  
lurgy ant1 bfetal-Working; Machine Building, Control of Technological Proc- on Cosmetics (Mrs. V. L.  Conley, AMA,  
esses, Construction of Apparatus; Rlethods and Apparatus for Radiometry 535 N. Dearborn St., Chicago, Ill.). 28-  
and Dosimetry of Nuclear Radiations. 29 Dec.  

Complete English Translation, 130 pages, $20.00 American Meteoroloqical Soc. ( K .  C. 
Spengler, AMS, 3 Joy G.,Boston, Mass.). 

Consultants Bureau translations by  bil ingual chem~sts. A l l  rnater~al  is translated 
cover-to-cover, clearly reproduced by the  m u l t ~ l i t h  process; Includes all d~agram- American Nature Study Soc., annual 
matic and tabular material integral ~ ' hthe tex t ;  books are staple bound. (R .  L. Weaver, School of Natural Re-

sources, Univ, of Michigan, Ann Arbor).  
26-30 Dec. 

American Physiological Soc. (F .  A. 
Hitchcock, Dept. of Physiology, Ohio 
State Univ., Columbus 10.)  

American Psychiatric Assoc. f M. 
2 2 7  W E S T  1 7 t h  STREET, N E W  Y O R K  1 1 ,  N. Y. - U.5.A. Greenblatt, Massachusetts Mental Health 
Te lephone :  ALgonqu in  5-0713  .C a b l e  Address :  CONBUREAU, N E W  YORK Center, 74 Fenwood Rd., Boston 15 ) .  29-

30 Dec. 
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American Soc. of Hospital Pharmacists 
(G. E. Archambault, Pharmacy Branch, 
U.S. Public Health Service, Washington 
25). 

American Soc. of Naturalists (B. Wal- 
lace, Biological Lab., Cold Spring Harbor, 
Long Island, N.Y.) . 

American Statistical Assoc. (V. L. An- 
derson, Statistical Lab., Purdue Univ., 
Lafayette, Ind.) . 

Association of American Geographers 
(L. L. Ray, U.S. Geological Survey, 
Washington 25). 

Association for Computing Machinery 
(J. E. Robertson, Digital Computer Lab., 
Univ. of Illinois, Urbana) . 

Astronomical Lcague (W. Garnatz 
2506 South East St., Indianapolis). 

Beta Beta Beta (Mrs. F. G. Brooks, 
P.O. Box 336, Madison Sq. Station, New 
York 10). 27 Dec. 

Biometric Soc., ENAR (T. A. Ban- 
croft, Dept. of Statistics, Iowa State Col- 
lege, Ames) . 

Conference on Scientific Editorial Prob- 
lems, annual (G. L. Seielstad, Applied 
Physics Lab., Johns Hopkins Univ., Silver 
Spring, Md.) . 26-30 Dec. 

Conference on Scientific Manpower, 
annual (T. J. Mills, National Science 
Foundation, Washington 25). 30 Dec. 

Ecological Soc. of America (A. A. 
Lindsey, Dept. of Biological Sciences, Pur- 
due Univ., Lafayette, Ind.). 27-29 Dec. 

Metric Assoc. (J. T. Johnson, 694 West 
11 St., Claremont, Calif.). 
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National Acad. of Economics and Po- 
litical Science (D. P. Ray, Hall of Gov- 
ernment, George Washington Univ., 
Washington, D.C.) . 

National Assoc. of Biology Teachers, 
annual (Miss I. Hollenbeck, Southern 
Oregon College of Education, Ashland). 
26-3 1 Dec. 

National Assoc. for Research in Science 
Teaching (G. G. Mallinson, Western 
Michigan College, Kalamazoo) . 26-30 
Dec. 

National Assoc. of Science Writers (J. 
Troan, Pittsburgh Press, Pittsburgh, Pa.). 

National Council of Teachers of Math- 
ematics (P. Peak, College of Education, 
Indiana Univ., Bloomington) . 27 Dec. 

National Geographic Soc. (W. R. Gray, 
NCS, 16th and M Sts., NW, Washington 
6 ) .  29 Dec. 

National Science Teachers Assoc. (R. 
W. Schulz, Emmerich Manual Training 
High School, 2405 Madison Ave., Indian- 
apolis 25). 26-30 Dec. 

National Speleological Soc. (Brother G. 
Nicholas, LaSalle College, 20th and Olney 
Aves., Philadelphia 41, Pa.) 28 Dec. 

Philosophy of Science Assoc. (C. W. 
Churchman, Case Inst. of Technology, 
Cleveland, Ohio). 

Scientific Research Soc. of America, 
annual (D. B. Prentice, 56 Hillhouse Ave., 
New Haven 11, Conn.). 27 Dec. 

Sigma Delta Epsilon, annual (Miss M. 
Chalmers, Dept. of Chemistry, Purdue 
Univ., Lafayette, Ind.) . 26-30 Dec. 

Sigma Pi Sigma (M. W. White. Penn- 
sylvania State- ~ n i v . ,  University . Park). 
27 Dec. 

Society for the Advancement of Crimi- 
nology (D. E. J. MacNamara, New York 
Inst. of Criminology, 40 E. 40 St., New 
York 16). 27-28 Dec. 

Society for General Systems Research, 
annual (R. L. Meier, Mental Health Re- 
search Inst., Ann Arbor, Mich.). 

Society for Industrial Microbiology, 
Washington Section (W. N. Ezekiel, Bu- 
reau of Mines, Washington 25). 

Society for Investigative Dermatology 
(H. Beerman, Univ. of Pennsylvania 
School of Medicine, Philadelphia 3 ) , 28- 
29 Dec. 

Society of the Sigma Xi, annual (T. T. 
Holme, 56 Hillhouse Ave., New Haven 
11, Conn.). 27 Dec. 

Society of Systematic Zoology, annual 
(R. E. Blackwelder, Box 500, Victor, 
N.Y.) . 26-3 1 Dec. 

United Chapters of Phi Beta Kappa, 
annual address (C. Billman, 1811 Q St., 
NW, Washington, D.C.). 27 Dec. 

27. Association for Symbolic Logic., 
Cambridge, Mass. (J. Barlaz, Rutgers 
Univ., New Brunswick, N. J.) 

27-28. Linguistic Soc. of America, Chi- 
cago, Ill. (A. A. Hill, Box 7790, Univer- 
sity Station, Austin 12, Tex.) 

27-30. American Finance Assoc., an- 
nual, Philadelphia, Pa. (G. E. Hassett, 
Jr., New York Univ., 90 Trinity PI., New 
York 6.) 

28-23. American Folklore Soc., annual, 
Chicago, Ill. (M. Leach, Box 5, Bennett 
Hall, Univ. of Pennsylvania, Phila. 4, Pa.) 

28-30. American Anthropological As- 
soc., annual, Chicago, Ill. (W. S. God- 
frey, Jr., Logan Museum, Beloit College, 
Beloit, Wis. ) 
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