If the translated journals become self-
sustaining, we will take this as an indi-
cation of acceptance by scientists. If,
after 3 years or so, the subscription list
to any one journal is still very small, we
will probably take this as an indication
that we should not continue to support
the translation of that journal.

In essence, Luts and I are both right;
which one is the most right depends on
the subject matter, the need for infor-
mation, the quality of particular jour-
nals, availability and price of “to order”
translation, and other similar details.

RarpH E. O’DETTE
National Science Foundation,
1Washington. D.C.

Transabdominal Amniocentesis

I should like to point out a problem
in ethics involved in a recent paper by
Parrish, Lock, and Rountree [Science
126, 77 (1957)]. The authors report on
50 cases of transabdominal amniocen-
tesis in normal pregnant women. Men-
tion should be made of the disregard of
patients involved in trying this proce-
dure on these cases in view of the high
incidence of congenital abnormalitics
following amniocentesis in mice reported
by Trasler et al. [Science 124, 439
(1956)]. Although no fetal trauma was
reported, this was an experiment, and
the result might have come out the other
way. Were the patients aware of the
dangers?

LuciLLE Morowrrz.
559 Avon Drive, Orange, Connecticut

In response to Lucille Morowitz, who
questioned the ethics involved in our
performing transabdominal amniocente-
sis in normal pregnant human beings
[Science 126, 77 (1957)] after Trasler
et al. [Science 124, 439 (1956)] had re-
ported congenital malformations in mice
following a similar procedure, we would
like to offer the following considerations.

First, Rivett [Am. J. Obstet. Gynecol.
52, 890 (1946)] did not observe amnio-
centesis harmful to the mother or child
in 50 human cases of polyhydramnios,
nor did Dieckmann and Davis [Am. ].
Obstet. Gynecol. 25, 623 (1933)] note
any deleterious effects produced by the
procedure in 25 normal human patients.
Second, our work was completed during
1955, before the publication of Trasler’s
report. Also, Trasler’s work was done on
mice, which have two uterine horns ac-
customed to multiple pregnancy, in con-
trast to the single uterine segment of
human beings in which a single preg-
nancy usually develops. Perhaps here we
have an example of the inapplicability
of the results of animal experiments to
the results obtained in human beings.
Third, the nature of the test was ex-
plained carefully to each patient, after
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which written permission was obtained
to perform the test.

Reports in the literature and our own
results do not seem to indicate that trans-
abdominal amniocentesis is a dangerous
operation in human beings; however, fur-
ther evaluation is necessary before the
procedure can be recommended for gen-
eral use.

HeNrYy M. PaArrisH
Frank R. Lock
Mary E. RouNTRrEE
Department of Obstetrics and
Gynecology, Bowman Gray School of
Medicine of Wake Forest College.
Winston-Salem, North Carolina

EQUIPMENT NEWS

The information reported here is ob-
tained from manufacturers and from
other sources considered to be reliable.
Science does not assume responsibility
for the accuracy of the information. All
inquiries concerning items listed should
be addressed to Science, Room 740, 11
. 42 St., New York 36, N.Y. Include
the name(s) of the manufacturer(s) and
the department number(s).
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SCIENTIFIC GLASS

APPARATUS CO., INC.
BLOOMFIELD. NEW JERSEY

Specialiote

IN FABRICATING
CUSTOM-MADE
" GLASSWARE

Fabricating glassware of special or experimental
design has been a specialty with us for almost halt
a century. A typical example is shown here.

Qur large corps of expert glass blowers, grinders,
and engravers can produce anything you desire in
the way of laboratory glassware—Ilarge or small.
simple or complicated. All we require is a rough
sketch with dimensions, a photostat. or reference to
an illustration in technical literature. You can turn
the job over to us with complete confidence!

Of course, in addition to our glass blowing facili-
ties, we also maintain one of the largest selections of
standard and interchangeable laboratory glassware in
the countryv. We are also suppliers of all of the

required by laboratories everywhere—from

clectronic instruments costing thousands of dollars
to corks that sell for less than a cent! Why nof

send us your inquiries?
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