
I f  the translated journals become self-
sustaining.. we will take this as an indi-u, 

cation of acceptance by scientists. If, 
after 3 years or so, the subscription list 
to any one journal is still very small, we 
will probably take this as an indication 
that we should not continue to support 
the translation of that journal. 

In essence, Luts and I are both right; 
which one is the most right depends on 
the subject matter, the need for infor-
mation, the quality of particular jour-
nals, availability and price of "to order" 
translation, and other similar details. 

RALPHE. O'DETTE 
National Science Foundation, 
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Transabdominal Amniocentesis 

I should like to point out a problem 
in ethics involved in a recent paper by 
Parrish, Lock, and Rountree [Sc i enc~  
126, 77 (1957)l. The  authors report on 
50 cases of transabdominal amniocen-
tesis in normal pregnant women. Men 
tion should be made of the disregard of 
patients involved in trying this proce-
dure on these c a s e  in view of the high 
incidence of congenital abnormalities 
following amniocentesis in mice reported 
by Trasler et al. [Science 124, 439 
(1956)l.  Although no fetal trauma was 
reported, this was an experiment, and 
the result might have come out the othvr 
way. Were the patients aware* of thr 
dangers? 

LUCILLEMOKOWI.~'X 
,559 ,4i'071 Dril~e,Orange, Connectic~lt 

In rc3sponsc to 1,ucille Morowitz. who 
q~~cstioncdthc c'thics involvtd in our 
pcrforminq tr;~nsabdominal amniocente-
sis in normal prc.gnmt human beings 
[Science 126, 77 (1957)] after Trasler 
et al .  [Science 124, 439 (1956)l had re-
ported congenital malformations in mice 
following a similar prorrdure, we would 
like to offer the follo\ving considerations. 

First, Rivett [ A m .  J .  Obstet .  Gynccol. 
52, 890 (1946)l did not observe amnin-
cxntesis harmful to the mother or child 
in 50 human cases of polyhydramnios, 
nor did Dieckmann and Davis [ A m .  J. 
Obstct .  Gynecol. 25, 623 (1933)l notc 
any deleterious effects produced by the 
procedurc in 25 normal human patients. 
Second, our work was completed during 
1955, before the publication of Trasler's 
rcDort. Also. Trasler's work was done on 
mice, which have two uterine horns ac-
customed to multiple pregnancy, in con-
trast to the single uterine segment of 
human beings in which a single preg-
nancy usually develops. Perhaps here we 
have an example of the inapplicability 
of the results of animal ex~erimentsto 

wtiic 11 written permission was obtainrd 
to perform the test. 

R e ~ o r t sin the literature and our ow11 
results do not seem to indicate that trans-
abdominal amniocent~sisis a dangerous 
opcratlon in human hcings; however, fur-
ther evaluation is necessary before thr 
procedure can be rev-ommended for ?ell-
era1 use 
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EQUIPMENT NEWS 
The  information reported here is ob-

tained from manufacturers and from 
other sources considered to be reliable. 
Science does not assume resfionsibility 
for the accuracy of the information. AN 
inquiries concerning items listed should 
he addressed to Science, Room 740, 11 
IV. 42 St . ,  New York 36, N.Y.  Zncluds 
the name( s )  of the manufacturer(s) and 
the department number(s ) .  .DELAY GENERATOR consists of a trigger 
generator, a delay generator, and a regu-
lated power supply. T h e  trigger genera-
tor furnishes a standard negative pulse 

IN FABRICATING 
CUSTOM-MADE 
GLASSWAR 

F a b r i c a t i n g  glassware oi ' p c ~ a I  or cspcrit>i 

ilcs~glihas been a specialt!. with iis fo r  almost 

n century.  A typical examplc is qhown licrc. 

O u r  l ~ r g ecorps of expert glass blower\. pri l idcr~.  
w 

Ili-I: \ ; I I . I I I I I I I. \ ~ ~ ~ ) ; I I , ; I I I I .  and engravers can produce anything you dcsire in 
1 ' 8 t 1 ,  1 1 1 8 ,  ~ I ~ . I ~ ~ I ~ I I I ~ I ~ ; I T ~ ~ ~ I ~U I  the way of laboratory glassware-largc or  small. 

siniplc or  complicated. A11 we require is a rough 

sketch with dimensions, a pliorostat. o r  reference to  

an illustration in  technical lireraturc. Ynrt curl frrr~r  
f / ) r  jo/> 0 1  rr t o  1 1 ~11 i t h  ro i~ i f i / r f r  o i ? f i d ~ ~ ~ , . r !  

Oi course, in a d d ~ t i o ntu our glase blowing iacili-

lies. n c  also maintain one of the largest cclectionc o i  

\ tandard and intcrchangeablc laboratory glasrwarc in 

tlic counrrv.  \Y'e arc also suppliers o i  all of the 

Items rcquircd by  laboratories cveryn.here-from 

clectronic instruments costing thousands of dollars 

10 corks tha t  sell for Iesc than a cent! \Y'h> ?lor 

the results obtained in human beings. 
Third, the nature of the test was ex-
plained carefully to each patient, after 
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