State Labor Department, stated in a re-
port to the State Industrial Commis-
sioner that an advisory committee repre-
senting labor, industry, and the public
had indicated that it favored establish-
ment of a tighter code and that it had
reached “general agreement” that the
exposure standards of the National Com-
mittee on Radiation Protection should
be adopted in New York.

The report states that of ten plants us-
ing radium and related products, eight
meet present code standards, but only
two would meet the standards of the na-
tional committee. Of seven plants using
neutron sources and particle accelerators,
seven meet present requirements, but
only three would meet national commit-
tee standards.

The state advisory committee is sched-
uled to meet again in September to make
specific recommendations for authorizing
the code to maintain a safe atomic in-
dustry.

High-Speed Electronic Computer

A new electronic computer, known as
MANIAC II (Mathematical Analyzer,
Numerical Integrator, and Computer),
has been placed in operation at the Uni-
versity of California’s Los Alamos Scien-
tific Laboratory. An improvement over
the laboratory’s MANIAC I in speed,
flexibility, and capacity, the machine is
operated by the University of California
for the Atomic Energy Commission.

The new Los Alamos device differs
from other high-speed electronic com-
puters in that it does not contain a
built-in “clock™ causing it to operate at
a certain fixed pulse rate—a feature that
allows it to perform successive operations
as rapidly as possible without having to
pause for a given number of cycles. Typi-
cal total operating times are as follows:
addition and subtraction, about 18 mi-
croseconds (millionths of a second) each,
and multiplication, about 170 micro-
seconds.

Similar computers based on the design
of MANIAC II are being constructed at
Rice Institute, Houston, Tex., and at
Brookhaven National Laboratory, Up-
ton, N.Y.

Life Insurance Medical
Research Fellowships

The Life Insurance Medical Research
Fund is now receiving applications for
awards for postdoctoral research fellow-
ships and for grants to institutions in aid
of research on cardiovascular problems.
Approximately $1 million will be avail-
able for the two types of award, which
will be available 1 July 1958.

Candidates for the research fellow-
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ships may apply for support in any field
of the medical sciences. Preference is
given to those who wish to work on
cardiovascular function and disease or re-
lated fundamental problems. Minimum
stipend is $3800, with allowances for de-
pendents and necessary travel. Applica-
tions must be received before 15 Oct.
For institution grants, support is avail-
able for physiological, biochemical, and
other basic work broadly related to
cardiovascular problems as well as for
clinical research in this field. Further in-
formation and application forms may be
obtained from the scientific director of
the Life Insurance Medical Research
Fund, 345 E. 46 St., New York 17, N.Y.

Federal Research in Psychiatry

More than half of the Federal Gov-
ernment research projects in psychiatry
and psychology reported by the National
Science Foundation are carried out by
the Veterans Administration. Figures
from the foundation for 1 Jan. 1957 show
that 568 of 1094 Federal Government
research projects in these fields, or 52
percent, are sponsored by VA, as com-
pared with 37 percent in January 1956.

Some 351 of the VA studies pertain to
diagnosis and treatment of patients.
These make up 91 percent of the 386
Federal Government research projects in
psychiatry and clinical psychology. The
remaining 217 VA projects are in other
fields of psychology and include studies
in selection and training of personnel,
hearing and vision, learning and motiva-
tion, and group relations.

TV Program on Cosmic Rays

“The Strange Case of the Cosmic
Rays” will be the next Bell System Sci-
ence Series TV program. It will be seen
on the NBC network on the evening of
25 Oct. This 1-hour color film, the third
in the new series, describes the 50-year
history of cosmic-ray research.

Producer-director Frank Capra has
conceived this research as a detective
story whose scope is the entire universe.
Scientific material presented during the
course of the program includes anima-
tion, documentary film, and still pictures
of cosmic-ray “tracks,” some of which
are being presented on television for the
first time.

Carl D. Anderson, Nobel prize winner
and professor of physics at California In-
stitute of Technology, was the principal
adviser for the production. Bruno Rossi
of Massachusetts Institute of Technology
and Marcel Schein of the University of
Chicago were associate advisers. The sci-
entific material in the program was pre-
pared under the general supervision of

a nine-member advisory board. Some 22
scientists, eight Nobel prize winners
among them, are shown at work on cos-
mic-ray research, including Anderson,
Rossi, and Schein. After its initial tele-
cast, the Bell Telephone Companies will
make the program available to schools
and other interested groups in 16mm
color prints.

Rehabilitation in Poland

Poland has made substantial progress
in developing rehabilitation services for
war-disabled persons following an over-
all national plan developed in 1948 and
1949. There are now 600 rehabilitation
officers throughout the country, com-
pared with but 30 in 1949.

Prior to Hitler’s invasion, Poland had
around 13,000 physicians. After the war
only 7000 were left. Today the country
has 23,000 physicians, and her 10 medi-
cal schools graduate 2000 new doctors
each year.

Hospital services have been expanded.
Before the war Poland had 2.6 beds for
every 1000 persons. Today she has 4.3
The goal is six beds for every 1000 of
population nation-wide and 12 for each
1000 in Warsaw. Some of the newly
built hospitals compare favorably with
new hospitals in Western Europe and the
United States.

A college-level school of physical ther-
apy was started 3 years ago. Five voca-
tional training centers graduate 1200
physically handicapped trained workers
each year, and more than 95,000 dis-
abled workers are employed in coopera-
tive sheltered workshops.

The World Rehabilitation Fund, an
American voluntary organization, has
offered to provide a fellowship for a
Polish prosthetic technician to learn
American methods. Through the same
organization two Polish physicians are
taking postgraduate training in rehabili-
tation at Western Reserve University.
WHO has given 30 international fellow-
ships to Poland for the coming year, and
the U.N. is giving three fellowships in
rehabilitation.

Bar Harbor Mice

More than 470,000 mice were sent
from the Roscoe B. Jackson Memorial
Laboratory, Bar Harbor, Me., this year
to scientists, hospitals, and research cen-
ters in countries all over the world. The
number of animals shipped this year has
greatly surpassed any other year, and an
average of 10,000 to 15,000 mice are now
being sent out each week. Despite this
rise in shipments, the laboratory is un-
able to meet the ever-increasing demand.
A $500,000 addition to the laboratory
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that will enable mouse production to ex-
pand an additional 300,000 mice per
year will be under construction this fall
and in complete operation by early
spring.

These pedigreed mice are raised as a
service to world research, and the Jack-
son Laboratory is the only center that
breeds and constantly renews strains of
standard mice. The animals are sold at
. cost at prices that range from $8 for a
dystrophic mouse with a normal control,
to 25 cents for retired breeders of some
strains.

Each year many shipments of mice
leave the laboratory destined for foreign
countries. In such cases, the cost of ship-
ping the mice is often far greater than
the cost of the animals themselves. For
instance, $24 worth of mice being sent to
areas throughout Europe cost approxi-
mately $140 to ship, depending on dis-
tance and mode of transportation.

News Briefs

The Special Training Division of the
Oak Ridge Institute of Nuclear Studies,
Oak Ridge, Tenn., has announced the
following 1958 schedule of 4-week
courses in the basic techniques of using
radioisotopes: 6-31 Jan., 3—-28 Feb., 19
May-13 June, 16 June-11 July, 11 Aug.—
5 Sept., 8 Sept.~3 Oct.

* % %

Physical examinations of 86,000 sur-
vivors of the atomic bombing of Hiro-
shima 12 years ago were begun on I
Aug. to determine whether the survivors
have symptoms of leukemia or pernicious
anemia.

* * *

Nearly 30 percent of the narcotics ad-
dicts in England are in the medical pro-
fession, according to a British Govern-
ment report. There are 333 known Brit-
ish addicts; of these, 77 are doctors, 20
nurses, and two dentists.

* * *

The U.S. Public Health Service has
announced that vaccine against Asian
influenza is expected to become avail-
able to the public during September.
The six manufacturers licensed to pro-
duce such vaccine have set a production
goal of at least 60 million milliliters
(doses) by 1 Feb.

Scientists in the News

WILLIAM L. STRAUS, Jr., profes-
sor in the Laboratory of Physical Anthro-
pology at Johns Hopkins University and
a member of the AAAS Editorial Board,
will transfer next month to the depart-
ment of anatomy in the university’s med-
ical school, where he will be professor of
anatomy and physical anthropology.
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EUGENE P. ODUM of the depart-
ment of zoology at the University of
Georgia has been awarded an alumni
professorship for his outstanding work in
the field of ecology. In the same depart-
ment R. BARCLAY McGHEE received
the Michael prize for research in the
phylogeny of certain flagellated proto-
zoan parasites of insects.

KAZUO K. KIMURA, formerly of
the Raymond Blank Memorial Hospital,
Des Moines, Ia., has been appointed
chief of the neurology branch of the
Clinical Research Division, Directorate
of Medical Research, Army Chemical
Center, Md. He succeeds E. ROSS
HART, who resigned early in 1956 to
take a research post in the Veterans’ Ad-
ministration Hospital, Pittsburgh, Pa.

WARD DICKOVER, for 29 years a
chemical engineer at Gould National
Batteries Company, has joined the elec-
trochemistry section of the National Bu-
reau of Standards. He will conduct a
research program on basic characteristics
of special types of secondary storage bat-
teries. This is part of the section’s work
on the improvement of aeronautical bat-
teries for advanced aircraft and on the
testing of their conformity to federal
specifications.

Another appointment at the NBS is
that of WERNER C. RHEINBOLDT, a
mathematician, who is a member of the
computation section of the Applied
Mathematics Division. He will perform
research on numerical analysis using
high-speed electronic computers. Before
entering the United States in September
1956 he was employed as an aerodynamic
mathematician with the Engineering Bu-
reau of Dipl. Ing. W. Blume at Duis-
burg-Ruhrort, Germany.

Four new appointments have been
made in the department of geology of
the Smithsonian Institution (National
Museum) to help care for collections
and continue research work discontinued
by vacancies due to deaths and retire-
ments. PORTER M. KIER, formerly
of the University of Houston, was ap-
pointed in June to take charge of the
collection of fossil echinoderms. RICH-
ARD S. BOARDMAN, formerly of the
U.S. Geological Survey but stationed in
the U.S. National Museum, transferred
to the Smithsonian on 1 July. His pri-
mary interest is in the morphology and
general paleontology of the Bryozoa. He
will carry on the work started by R. S.
BASSLER at the Museum more than 50
years ago. Boardman is now finishing
work on the morphology of some De-
vonian trepostome bryozoans, but is an-
ticipating an extensive study of Ordovi-
cian bryozoa of the Appalachians and
parts of the Midwest. RICHARD E.

GRANT has been given a 4-year ap-
pointment in the Smithsonian on a Na-
tional Science Foundation grant to G. A.
COOPER. Grant will collaborate with
Cooper on a study of the extensive col-
lection of Permian brachiopods from the
Glass Mountains, brought together by
Cooper during the last 17 years. PETER
P. VAUGHN, formerly of the Univer-
sity of Kansas, will have charge of the
collections of fossil reptiles and amphib-
ians, and in his research will devote him-
self chiefly to the late Paleozoic and
early Mesozoic tetrapods.

J. C. R. LICKLIDER, associate pro-
fessor of psychology at Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, has been named
to direct the scientific activities of the
department of engineering psychology of
the consulting firm of Bolt Beranek and
Newman, Inc., Gambridge, Mass. An-

‘other appointment to the same depart-

ment is that of KARL D. KRYTER, at
present director of the Operational Ap-
plications Laboratory, Air Force Cam-
bridge Research Center of the Air Re-
search and Development Command,
located in Washington, D.C.

SHERWOOD K. HAYNES, profes-
sor of physics at Vanderbilt University,
has been named head of the department
of physics and astronomy at Michigan
State University. He will take up his new
duties on a part-time basis on 1 Sept.
and full time next February. Other ap-
pointments at Michigan are as follows.
W. W. ARMISTEAD, dean of veteri-
nary medicine at the Agricultural and
Mechanical College of Texas, has been
named to head the university’s College
of Veterinary Medicine. He succeeds
CHESTER F. CLARK, who will retire
as dean emeritus on 1 Sept. JOHN
USEEM, member of the Michigan State
staff since 1949, has been appointed head
of the department of sociology and an-
thropology. He replaces CHARLES P.
LOOMIS, who wished to end a 13-year
tenure as department head in order to
devote full time to research and teach-
ing. CARL C. TAYLOR, well-known
rural sociologist, will be a distinguished
visiting professor during the winter term.
Taylor, an official of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture for nearly 25 years,
will teach a course in the American
farmers’ movement. Upon completion
of his stay at Michigan, Taylor plans to
return to India, where he served as con-
sultant for the Ford Foundation and the
U.S. Department of State for 2 years fol-
lowing his retirement from the USDA.

ROBERT G. CARSON, ]Jr., has be-
come director of instruction in the School
of Engineering at North Carolina State
College. He was formerly head of the
industrial engincering department.
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