2 August 1957, Volume 126, Number 3266

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION
FOR THE
ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE

Board of Directors
Laurence H. SNYDER, President
WaLrace R. Brook, President Elect
PauL B. Sears, Retiring President
PauL M. Gross
Georci R. HarrisON
PauL E. KLopsTEG
CHAUNCEY D. LEAKE
MarGARET MEAD
TuoMas Park
WiLLiam W. Rusey
ALaN T. WATERMAN
PauL A. ScHERER, Treasurer
DaeL WoLrLe, Executive Officer

DaeL WoLrLE, Executive Officer
GrauaMm DuSuANE, Editor
CuarRLOTTE V. MEETING, Associate Editor
Josepu TURNER, Assistant Editor

Editorial Board

Warrace R. Brobe EpwiN M. LerNER
BENTLEY GLASS WiLLiam L. StrAUs, JR.
KarL Lark-HoroviTz Epwarp L. Tatum

Editorial Staff
Patricia L. CarsoN, Mary L. CrasiLL, Harry
Davip, Saran S. Dees, Nancy S. HamiLTON,
OLiver W. Heatwore, Yukie Kozai, ELLen E.
MurpHY, RoBerT V. OrMES, BETHSABE PEDERSEN,
MADELINE SCHNEIDER, JANE STINE, JACQUELYN
VoLLMER

EARL J. ScHERAGO, Advertising Representative

SCIENCE, founded in 1880, is published each
Friday by the American Association for the Ad-
vancement of Science at Business Press, Lancaster,
Pa, Entered at the Lancaster, Pa., Post Office as
second class matter under the Act of 3 March 1879.

SCIENCE is indexed in the Reader’s Guide to
Periodical Literature and in the Industrial Arts
Index.

Editorial and personnel-placement correspond-
ence should be addressed to SCIENCE, 1515
Massachusetts Ave., NW, Washington 5, D.C.
Manuscripts should be typed with double spacing
and submitted in duplicate. The AAAS assumes no
responsibility for the safety of manuscripts or for
the opinions expressed by contributors. For detailed
suggestions on the preparation of manuscripts, book
reviews, and illustrations, see Science 125, 16 (4
Jan. 1957).

Display-advertising correspondence should be
addressed to SCIENCE, Room 740, 11 West 42
St., New York 36, N.Y.

Change of address notification should be sent to
1515 Massachusetts Ave., NW, Washington 5, D.C.,
4 weeks in advance. If possible, furnish an address

" stencil label from a recent issue. Be sure to give
both old and new addresses, including zone num-
bers, if any.

Annual subscriptions: $7.50; foreign postage,
$1; Canadian postage, 50¢. Single copies, 25¢.
Special rates to members of the AAAS. Cable
address: Advancesci, Washington.

The AAAS also publishes THE SCIENTIFIC
MONTHLY.

CIENCE

Articles on Radiocarbon Dating

Since 1947 Science has played a large part in the publication of articles
on the radiocarbon method of dating organic remains. However, the recent
marked increase in the number of laboratories at work in this field and the
corresponding increase in the number of radiocarbon lists has made it
necessary for the Editorial Board to reconsider its publication policy.

During the years immediately after 1947 the radiocarbon dating labora-
tory at the University of Chicago, under the direction of Willard F. Libby,
occupied the field alone. The Chicago group published several papers in
Science on cosmic radiation and radiocarbon, on radioactivity of living
matter, and on the radiocarbon method of estimating age, and, in 1951,
the first extensive list of radiocarbon dates. In the same year the first
similar paper from the newly established laboratory at Columbia Univer-
sity was published in Science.

Subsequently, several additional laboratories for radiocarbon dating
were established in this country and in Europe. Inasmuch as Science had
come to be regarded as the archival journal in this field, it was the journal
of choice for publication of almost all of the results from the various
laboratories. From 1951 through 1956, 18 articles on radiocarbon dating
appeared in Science: from the Chicago group, 5 articles; Columbia, 3;
Yale, 2; Copenhagen, 2; U.S. Geological Survey, 3; Pennsylvania, 2; and
Michigan, 1. So far in 1957 two articles from the Humble Oil Company
Laboratories have been published, and the first article from the Heidelberg
laboratory appears in this issue. Articles from Columbia, Groningen, Stock-
holm, Yale, and Arizona await publication. The U.S. Geological Survey
will soon submit its fourth list.

It is clear to the board that the increase in the number of papers in this
field makes it impossible for Science to continue to publish radiocarbon
articles in full. Perhaps the best solution—and indeed the usual solution
in comparable specialized fields in the past—would be for those interes?ed
to establish their own journal. Nevertheless, in view of our close association
with radiocarbon dating, the board sought some way to make it possible
for us to continue to serve as a medium for the publication of radiocarbon
papers, if those concerned wished to take advantage of it. The existence ch
the Auxiliary Publications Project of the American Documentation Insti-
tute permits an alternate solution.

Radiocarbon lists received on or after 1 October 1957 will no longer be
published in full as lead articles, but will, if acceptable, be published as
reports without dating lists. These reports will serve to describe the scope
of the dating done and will provide a citation to the dating lists, which will
be permanently stored in the American Documentation Institute, Auxiliary
Publications Program, the Library of Congress. Each report will carry a
notice that will give details about how photocopies of the lists may be
obtained. This form of publication will make the radiocarbon dates per-
manently available to all who are interested and will make it possible for
Science to continue to play an important part in making known the results
of radiocarbon dating—results that are of interest to scientists in fields as
diverse as archeology, geology, and prehistory.—G. DusS.




