
31 May 1957, \Tolume 125, Number 1257 SCIENCE 
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION 


FOR T H E  

ADVANCEMENT O F  SCIENCE 


Board of Directors 
LAURENCE PresidentH. SNYDER, 
WALLACE ElectR. BRODE,President 
PAUL B. SEARS: Retiring Presidenl 
PAUL M. GROSS 
GPORGER. HAnnlso~ 
PAULE. KLOPSTEC 
CHAIIN(:PYD. LEAKE 
MARGARETMRAE 
THOMASPARK 
Wll.~lAhl W. RUBEY 
ALANT. WATERMAN 
PAULA. SCHERER,Treasurer 
DAEI. WOI.FLE, Execu1ii.e Officer 

DAEL WOLPLE, Executiue Oficer 
GRAHAM EditorDUSHANE, 

CH~RLOTTEV. MEETING, Associale Editor 
,JOSEPH TURNER, Assistant Editor 

Editorial Board 
WALLACER. BRODE EDWINM. LERNER 
BENTLEVGLASS WILLIAM L. STRAWS, JR. 
K ~ L  I.. TATUMLARK-HOROVITZ EDWARD 

Editorial Staff 
P A T R I C ~ ~L. CARSON, MARY L. CRABILL, SARAH S. 
DEES, SANCY OLIVERS. HAMILTON, W. HEATWOLE, 
YUKIE KOZAI, ELIZABETH MCGOVERN, ELLEN E. 
MURPHY,ROBERTV. ORMES, BETHSABE PEDERSEN, 
MADELINESCHNEIDER,JACQUELYNVOLLMER 

EARL J.  SCHERAGO, RepresentativeAd~~ert is ing 

SCIENCE, founded in 1880, is published each 

Friday by the American Association for the Ad-

vancement of Science a t  Business Press, Lancaster, 

Pa. Entered a t  the Lancaster, Pa., Post Office as 

second class matter under the Act of 3 March 1879. 


SCIENCE is indexed in the Reader's Guide to 

Periodical Lil~rature and in the Industrial Arts 

Index. 


Editorial and personnel-placement correspond- 
ence should be addressed to SCIENCE, 1515 
Massachusetts Ave., NW, Washington 5, D.C. 
Manuscripts should be typed with double spacing 
and submitted in duplicate. The AAAS assumes no 
responsibility for the safety of manuscripts or for 
the opinions expressed by contributors. For detailed 
suggestions on the preparation of manuscripts, book 
reviews, and illustrations, see Science 129, 16 ( 4  
Jan. 195i). 

Display-advertising correspondence should bc 

addressed to SCIENCE, Room 740, 11 West 42 

St., New Vork 36, N.Y. 


Change of address notification should be sent to 

1515 Massachusetts Ave., NW, Washington 5, D.C., 

4 weeks in advance. If possible, furnish an  address 

stencil label from a recent issue. Be sure to give 

both old and new addresses. including zone num-

bers. if any. 


Annual subscriptions: $7.50; foreign postage, 

$1; Canadian postage, 50$. Single copies, 25). 

Speclal rates to members of the AAAS. Cable 

address : Advancesci, Washington. 


The AAAS also publishes THE SCIENTIFIC 

MONTHLY. 


Defense Science Board 

One problem that faces the incoming Assistant Secretary of Defense for 
Research and Engineering is how best to exploit and advance the state of 
science as it bears on the defense of the nation. T o  advise him, a 25-mem- 
ber Defense Science Board was established toward the close of last year 
by Clifford C. Furnas, who was then Assistant Secretary for Research and 
Development. (This office and the Assistant Secretary for Engineering 
were joined recently to form the one office of Assistant Secretary for Re- 
search and Engineering, see Science editorial of 10 May 1957, page 913.) 
The use of committees to help make decisions is faniiliar practice in the 
Pentagon, but the Defense Science Board does raise qome questions of 
scope and membership. 

Inspiration for the board derives in part from the 1955 Hoover Corn-
mission report on research and development in the Government. In a 
broad statement to which there may be important exceptions, the report 
refers to the "conservative approach of a military organization, even when 
possessed of adequate technical competence," and calls for "radically new 
approaches to weapons systems." Specifically, the report recommends that 
the assistant secretary set up a committee of "outstanding basic and ap- 
plied scientists" and that, on the basis of the committee's recon~n~endations, 
he initiate studies for new weapons from funds to be placed at his disposal. 
Such studies would be within the framework of the Department of Defense, 
supplementing the research and development programs that are planned 
and executed in the three military departments. 

The charter of the Defense Science Board gives the board this advisory 
task and, in addition, assigns a second area of duties. The board is to sug- 
gest changes in departmental organization, should it find that administra- 
tive procedures are less effective than they might bc. However, hat in 
practice the board will do remains to be seen, especially since the assistant 
secretary who signed the charter is not the one whom the board will ad- 
vise. Although no new funds have as yet been set aside for the purpose, the 
board may suggest special studies to be initiated by tllc assistant secretary, 
or it may seek, by organizational changes, to produce a climate in the 
military departments more favorable to "radically nc\v approaches." 7'0 
date, the board is known principally for its opposition to Frank D. New-
bury, whose resignation as Assistant Secretary for Research and Engineer- 
ing was recently accepted and who, so the board charged, neglectrd thc 
development of new weapons. 

With both administrative and substantive questions of science in its 
domain, the board faces a larger order of business-or porsibly a differmt 
order-than that recommended by the Hoover Commission's rcport. Judg- 
Ing from its membership, the board seems to be in a betti.1 position to ad- 
vise on questions of organization than to offer firsthand opinions on n w  
scientific and technologic ideas. Of its 25 members, 18 serve by virtue of 
their positions as chairmen of various scientific and technical panels in the 
Pentagon or as heads of defense related agencies. Of the seven members- 
at-large, five are still to be appointed. The Hoovel lepolt, incidentally, 
nlentions only three ex oficzo members. 

Finding members for a senior committee poses something of a problem 
( hances are that a scientist who is sufficiently well known to commantl 
rcsprct outside his circle of fellow-specialists will be doinq administrative 
work lather than research. If the Defense Science Board 15 to advlse on 
\ubstantive, as well as administrative, questions, then rrluch dcpcnds on the 
appointments yet to be made-to be made, moreover, by a new asqistant 
secretary, who is himself yet to be named.-J. T .  


