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Prehistoric Settlement Patterns in the 
New World. Viking Fund publications 
in anthropology, No. 23. Gordon R .  
JVillcy, Ed. JVcnner-Gren Foundation 
for ~Zntl~ropological Research, Kelt, 
Uork 1936. 202 pp. Illus. $5. 

Interest which grew out of the papers 
presented, and the ensuing discussion, in 
a session on "Settlements and society: a 
symposi~~min archeological inference" 
at he annual meetlng of the American 
~Znthropoloqical Association in Detroit, 
in 1954, led to a decision to publish thc 
original fice papers and to invite ad-
ditional contributions by archeologist3 
~vorhiny in other New World areas. '4s 
a result, 15 new essays were received, 
and they, together with the original p ~ t -  
pers, an introduction, and an appraisal 
of their contents by an ethnologist, pro- 
vide the contents of Prehistoric Sett lr-  
nzerrt Patterns in the Nezu TH'orld. 

T h e  introduction states that the pur- 
pose of the essays is to place on record 
present l ino~ lcdge  about prehistoric set- 
tlement natterns in various 1Zmerican 
areas and, thus, to provide basic source 
material and indicate problems for fu- 
ture studies on the significance of such 
phenomena. There are four articlcs on 
various a3pects of the south~vesteril 
United States; ont: each on Californil, 
the Great Plains, the northern hlissis-
sippi Iralley and the Great Lakes, the 
lower hlississippi Valley, the northeast- 
ern United States, the eastern United 
States, and the central Mexican region; 
trvo each on northern Mexico and the 
Gi~atemalan hi,phlands; and one each on 
the hlaya lo~vlands, Peru, the South 
American tropical forest, and the Carib- 
bean area. 

Because there are 22 authors involved 
and bccause no general outline or con-
ditions Lvere imposed, a number of dif- 
ferent approaches are evident. All have 
the common denominator, however, of 
giving some consideration to the prchis- 
toric settlement patterns, and to their 
possible meaning, in the area to which 
thev pertain. Some deal mainly with that 
period, while others also include the 
early historic period, and some even the 
modern. Since much more work has been 
done throueh the vears in some areas 
than in others, there is a great variation 

in the data available for study and a 
corresponding difference in the infer-
ences ~vhich can be drawn from them. 

Some unevennesq in the essays is at- 
tributable to the fact that the range of 
nhcnomena which are includcd is not 
consistent and that them is not complete 
agreement on the conccpt of settlcment 
patterns and their pl.icc in archeology, 
but this is to be expected under the cir- 
cumstances of the writinp. T h e  need for -
much more information on cortain areas 
is clearly shown. In some cases there are 
interesting discussions about the relation- 
ship of the settlcment pattern to ecology 
and to the social structure and the cere- 
moninl organization of the pcople in-
volved as rtell as su~ycs t ion~  about other 
phases of the community life. 

The closing paper of the volume, in 
an appraisal of the various essays, sum- 
marizes the salient points in each anci 
offer? constructive suggestions on h o ~ c  
the information might be m:lde much 
more helpful to ethnologists and how 
the latter could be of more aid to the 
archeologistc. The  IVenner-Gren Foun-
dation made n definite contribution in 
providing funds for the publication of 
this volume. Anthropologists should find 
much of merit in it. 

FR.ANKFI. H. ROBERTS,JR.  

S?7zithsonian Institz~tion 

Die Gattungen der Whodophyceen. 
Harald Kvlin. Glerrup, Lund, Swe-
den, 1956. 673 pp. Illus. Cloth, SKr. 
135; paper, SKr. 121,. 

In  1897 Adolph Enqler pui)l~shcd that 
\olume of Die Natiirlirhen Pilarrzenfa-
mzlzen ~ t h i c h  synopsized the three great 
classes of macro~copic algae and first 
gave to botanists a complete modern 
classification of theni, down to the genus, 
in a modern language, with analytic 
key^ and illustrations Ever since, this 
h ~ sserved '1s a basic reference in sys- 
tem-itic algal studies. IIolr ever, its short- 
comings soon sho~ted  ~ v h a t  qreat need 
there bvai for detailrd studies of the 
growth, structural, and reproductive 
mechanisms of most qenera. These stud- 
ies came forrvard rapidly; fundamental 
change5 in classification became accept- 

able. A nert edition was projected; that 
part dealing with the Chlorophyceae 
("green algae") appeared in 1927. The  
depression and World JYar I1 struck; 
work on the "Pflanzenfarnilien" and on 
"Das Pflanzenrcich" was delayed and 
then stopped. 

Harald Kylin of Lund, 1c711o had had 
a long history of accomplishment in stud- 
ies on the structure and reproduction of 
the algae, had undertaken the most bur- 
densome group, the Rhodophyceae ("red 
algae"). The  manuscript was kept up 
to date until all hope of publication in 
the "Pflanzenfamilicn" lc7as gone, and 
then it was prepared for independent 
issue. Kylin's lamented death in 1949 
did not deter his rtidort, Elsa Kylin, 
from finding support and a publisher, 
and with her editorial help and her sup- 
plementary notes, the present exccllcnt 
volume is now available. It folloivs the 
general pattern of its predecessor. The 
introduction deals very briefly with gen- 
eral matters applicable to all red algae, 
such as cell wall and cell contents in 
structural and chemical aspects, but 
these are not exhausti\ely treated. Re- 
marks on ecology and details of geo-
graphic di\tribution appear with the 
separate group descriptions. The  greater 
part of the book is a s y s t ~ m ~ ~ t i c  account 
of the subclasses, orders, families, and 
genera concerned. The  text is entirely 
nelv and is fortified by an abundance 01 
excellent illustrations which give a com- 
prehensive coverage of the rcproductivc, 
structures and developmental anatomy 
never before equaled. T h e  dates of first 
description of the families and genera 
are given; typical species are designated. 
However, Kylin did not accept all the 
dicta of the International Codr of Bo-
tanical Nomenclature, and of course the 
~zork, partly in typc in 1954, could no1 
bc made to conform ~v i th  the rules ap- 
proved then and but recently published, 
so his "typical species" mry not always 
qualify as the nomenclatural types, 
though hic new families and gcncra, 
without Latin diagnoses, have ap-
pearcd before the special deadline for 
algae. 

The  classification is very conservative. 
Most of the major changes have long 
since been adopted; few are new, but 
here, for the first time, they are all easily 
accessible. The 1897 counterpart of this 
~vork recognized the equivalent of only 
three orders; Kylin accepts ten. Fifty-
six families are accepted, as compared 
with 24 before. and thev are fundamen- 
tally regrouped, but the changes have 
not adequately affected the Ceramiales. 
This great order, bvith onlv four families 
but rnore than 230 genera, badly requires 
subdivision, and one reqrtyts that Icylin, 
who had the breadth of knowledge, did 
not establish formal families amonq the 
groups he informally associatcs. The  
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