
United States. I n  Texas, for example, 
not long ago 143 cases of psittacosis 
Lvere reported in a single week. At the 
same time, a serologic survey in Colo- 
rado disclosed that nearly one-fifth of 
all persons under 30 were likely to have 
a positive reaction for Tl'cstern equine 
encephalitis. 

Nuclear Tests to Start 

The  Atomic Energy Commission has 
announced that the 1957 series of low-
yield nuclear detonations at the Nevada 
Test Site is scheduled to begin on about 
15 May. No termination date can be 
established at present, but it is expected 
the test site will be used intermittently 
throughout the summer. 

The  site will also be used for experi- 
ments related to the safety of nuclear 
weapons during handling and storagr. 
Sincc there will be no nuclear detonation 
for these tests, there are not expected to 
hc any effects outside the immediate area. 

The  operations at the test site \\ill bc 
conducted by the Nevada Test Organiza- 
tion, of which James E. Reeves of the 
commission's Albuquerque Operations 
Office is test manager. Most of the staff 
of the Las Vegas Branch Ofice has 
moved to the site, and a majority of the 
test organization personnel from other 
offices and units are scheduled to be a t  
the site by about 1 May. Tests during 
the 1957 series, known as Operation 
Plumbbob, will be scheduled at greater 
intervals than during the 1955 series to 
rnake allowance for delays that may rr- 
,ult from weather conditions, to avoid 
overcrowding in housing available at 
Camp Mercury, and to permlt a greater 
length of time for completing construc- 
tlon work. 

Research Facilities Grants 

Thc U.S. Public Health Senice ha, 
announced approval of 35 grants total- 
ing $3,974,943 to help 27 research in-
stitutions in 18 states build additional 
fdcilities for research in cancer, heart 
disease, mental illness, and other major 
illnesses. The  grants were recommended 
by the National Advisory Council on 
Health Research Facilities, which re-
biewed 165 applications amounting to 
about $66,384,500. Applications for 
grants will again be considcred by the 
( ouncil 27-29 May. 

Congress last year authorized $30 mil- 
lion a year for 3 years in grants to re- 
search institutions on an equal matching 
basis for the construction and extrnsiori 
of research facilities. The  law also estab- 
lished the advisory council, which no!\? 
has approved 109 grants totaling ap-
proximately $30 million. 

Atomic Power in Northern Ireland 

An announcement has been made that 
an atomic power station of 150 mega- 
watts will be established in Northern 
Ireland, a country with a population of 
only about 1,400,000. The  station should 
be in operation by 1963 or 1964. I t  will 
cost about £25 million ($70 million). 
Relating cost to resources-the revenues 
of the government in the current finan- 
cial year total £93 million ($260.4 mil- 
lion-)-it is easy to see that this invest- 
ment by Northern Ireland is on a scale 
that is probably unparalleled by any 
other country. 

Augmentation of electricity services 
has been made necessary by the tremen- 
dous increase in demand that has re-
sulted from Northern Ireland's industrial 
development program. This program in- 
cludes the establishment of factories by 
such firms as Du Pont and Chemstrand. 

Wayne Offers Master's 
Data Processing 

Wayne State University will be the 
second school in this country to offer a 
master's degree in automatic data proc- 
essing. Harvard University is the other 
school. The  new program, 'which begins 
in September 1957, will incorporate the 
management sciences-economics, math-
ematics, accounting, and computing. 

Registry of Pediatric Pathology 

Under the auspices of the American 
Academy of Pediatrics, a special registry 
devoted to pediatric pathology is to be 
established as one of the components of 
the American Registry of Pathology of 
the Armed Forces Institute of Patholoa.  
The success of other component regis- 
tries in collecting source material for thi- " 
study of rare and unusual diseases in sev- 
eral branches of medicine has prornpted 
the Armed Forces Institute to devote a 
spccial section to the patholog of dis-
eases of children. 

The Registry of Pediatric Pathology 
will limit its material only with respect 
to the age group involved. Adequati' 
cataloging, maintenance of ret ords, and 
availability of material are primary ob- 
jectives. In  addition, a consultation serv- 
ice will be provided for all pathologists 
similar to that offered by the other 
component registries. Specialists in pedi- 
atric pathology in this country and 
abroad will thus be on call for questions 
in their particular fields of interest. The  
material will also be made available for 
teaching purposes, and it is hoped that 
in the future the registry may provide a 
position for training in pediatric pa-
thology. 

The support of all pathologists and 
pediatricians is needed to insure the suc- 
cess of this new division. All inquiries 
should be addressed to the Registry of 
Pathology, Armed Forces Institute of 
Pathology, Walter Reed hledical Cen-
ter, Washington 25, D.C. 

Louisiana Veterinary Center 

The $603,000 L'ctcrinary Medical l i t , -

search Crnter at  Louisiana State Univer- 
sity \ \as dedicated recently. I t  consists 
of six animal laboratorv buildings and a 
large two-story addition to the 5a l rym-  
ple Memorial Laboratory. Research has 
already begun on anaplasmosis, lepto-
spirosis in cattle and swine, gastrointesti- 
nal parasites of cattle, and bibriosis, a 
disease of the reproductive system. Ana- 
plasmosis, which results in death for 40 
percent of the infected animals and 
causes an estimated $10 million annual 
loss in southern states, will be one of the 
major research projects. The  disease is 
characteri~ed by a rapid reduction of red 
blood cells. 

I n  addition, respiratory diseases of 
poultry as they affect the blood-cell sys- 
tem will be studied from the standpoint 
of developing a diagnostic test. The  re- 
search will be conducted in a separate 
building which contains four isolation 
units. One of the other buildings will be 
used for the study of animal diseases that 
are highly contagious. Its construction 
will permit 11 separate studies to be con- 
ducted simu1taneou:ly in individual iso- 
lation units. Nine investigators are now 
\torking at the laboratory and several 
more are to be adclcd to the staff in the 
near future. 

New Westinghouse Unit 

The  TYrstinghouse Research Labora-
tories has annobnced formation of a new 
scientific group to expedite the develop- 
ment of electronic and related devices. 
The  group is already operating in what 
i i  to be known as the physics project 
laboratory. The  function of the new unit 
is to bring into final practical form at an 
accelerated rate the variety of devices 
that are being conceived as a result of 
the company's regular program of re-
search. 

Among the projects assigned to the 
group is the continued development of 
the imaqe multiplier tube, a new type of 
electronic tube recently announced by 
the laboratories. The  laboratory will also 
be concerned ~ i t h  the immediate devel- 
opment of certain classified electronic 
projects for the Government. 

The  head of the new laboratorv is A. 
E. Anderson, formerly executive staff 
assistant to J .  A. Hutcheqon, Ti,'esting- 
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house vice president in charge of research 
and engineering. R. 0 .  McIntosh has 
been appointed section manager in 
charge of tube laboratory operations. R. 
W. Decker and M. M. FVachtel are proj- 
ect supervisors. The  FVestinghouse Re-
search Laboratories' present electron tube 
laboratory \\.ill be incorporated into the 
new organi~ation. 

Rehabilitation Institute 

Washington University is planning to 
build a $675,000 rehabilitation institute 
to serve d i sab l~d  persons in the St. Louis 
metropolitan area. The new facility will 
be named for the late Mrs. Irene John- 
son, one of the principal donors of funds. 
In  addition to ~vork with patients, the in- 
stitute will train p~rsonnel in rehabili-
tation procedures and develop new meth- 
ods of treatment. An active research pro- 
gram relatin? to chronic disabilities will 
also be carried on. 

The nerv building \\,ill house the de- 
partments of physical and occupational 
therapy now located in other buildings in 
the Washington Lniversity RIedical Cpn- 
ter. Robert E. Shank, professor of pre-
ventive medicine in the School of Medi- 
cinp since 1948, will be director of the 
inqtitutc. 

U.S. Population 

A United States population of 1785'2 
million by the time of the 1960 census is 
predicted by the statisticians of the Met- 
ropolitan Life Insurance Company. In 
that event, the 1950's \trill show a popn- 
lation increase of about 27y3 nmillion, or 
two-fifths more than the 1940's, which 
irp to that time had the greatest gain for 
any 10-year period. 

In  the 11'/3 years since World War 11: 
almost 295'2 million people havc been 
added to our population, xvhich is rnorr 
than the gain during the 23 years bc- 
tween World War I and World War 11. 

During the year just ended, the popu- 
lation, excluding the Armed Forces over- 
seas, increased by 1.8 percent. Every geo- 
graphic area shared in this growth, but 
the Far West showed the highest rate of 
increase-almost double the national 
rate. 

Since the 1950 census. California has 
gained more than any other state-about 
3.1 million inhabitants. California's 
population has now reachrd approsi-
mately 13.7 million, which is exceeded 
only by New York State. Nevada, Ari-
zona, and Florida havc experienced rapid 
population growth, and incrpases tvrll 
above the avcrage rate for the countr;; 
have occurred in Delaware, Rffaryland. 
and Michigan. Losses in population have 
been sustained since the 1950 census in 

five states: Arkansas, Mississippi, West 
Virginia, Vermont, and Maine. 

Metropolitan Life also reports that the 
average l ~ n g t h  of life among its indus- 
trial policyholders rose to a new high of 
70.2 years in 1956. This is slightly above 
the figure for 1955 and represents an in- 
crease of 24 years since 1909. 

For nearly two generations, the average 
length of life has been increasing Inore 
rapidly aniong American wage earners 
and their fa~nilirs than for the general 
population of the United States. I n  1909, 
the average lifetime of Metropolitan's 
industrial policyholders Tvas about 6 years 
less than that for the population as a 
whole. Since then, the disparity has been 
narro~ving; at  present the t~vo  groups 
are on a par. 

Scientists in the News 

ROBERT B. IYOODWAKD of Har- 
vard University, who has been a leader 
in the synthesis of quinine, cortisone, 
lysergic acid, strychnine, and reserpine, 
and C. GARDNER SWAIN of the Mas- 
sachusetts Institute of Techxlology, well- 
kno~vn investigator in theoretical organic 
chemistry, \\,ere given $1030 prizes in 
chemistry during the recent national 
meeting of the American Chemical So- 
ciety in RIiami, Fla. Woodward was the 
first recipient of a next7 honor, the ACS 
award for creative work in synthetic or- 
ganic chemistry, sponsored by the Syn- 
thetic Organic Chemical Manufacturers 
Association. Swain, who has carried out 
orieinal laboratorv research and mathe- 
matical correlations that make it pos-
sible to predict the speed of many chemi- 
cal processes, received the Precision Sci- 
entific Company award in petroleum 
chemistry. .Among other a\vards pre-
srnted during the ACS meeting are the 
follorcing : 

The first James T .  Grady medal, given 
by the society for distinguished report- 
ing of chemical progress, was presented 
to D. H.  ICII,LEFFEK of Crestxvood, 
N.Y. A chpmical engineer and writer, 
Killpffer has b c ~ n ,  for more than 30 
)-ears, a leader in the interpretation of 
che~nicaladvances to the layman. He has 
written many magazine articles on chem- 
ical sl~bjects and also several books. 

HAROLD A. SCHERACO, associate 
profcssor of chemistry at Cornell Utii-
versity and specialist in blood clotting, 
received the $1000 Eli Lilly and Com-
pany a~vard in binlogical chemistry. 
Scherago, \\,hose work on protein chem- 
istry is gaining \vide recognition, was 
awarded a Fulbright grant and a Gug-
genhei~n fellowship last ypar to permit 
hiin to do advancpd research in Copen- 
hagen, Drnnlark. He is spending the 
currcnt :icademic year there. 

GII,BEKT J. STORIC, professor of 

chemistry at Columbia Lniversity, rc-
ceived the $1000 ACS award in pure 
chernistrv for his extensive research on 
the synthesis of such natural products ac 
cornpounds of the morphine family and 
the steroids, a group of substances that 
includes cortisone and the sex hormones. 

D. H. R .  BARTON of the Univer-
sity of Glasgow (Scotland), specialist in 
the structure of natural products, rc-
ceived the $1000 Fritzsche award for his 
investigations of complex terpenes, 
chemical substances derived from trees 
and plants and used in the manufacturc 
of camphor, perfumes, and medicines. 
His work in this field has elucidatptl 
Inany problems in the chexnistry of essrn- 
tial oils. 

LUCY \Y. PICICETT, head of the 
chemistry department of Mount I-Iolyokr 
College, received the $1000 Garvan 
medal, presented each year to an out-
standing woman chemist. 

CHARLES R.  HAUSER, professor of 
chemistry at Duke University, \\,on thc 
1957 ACS Florida Section award for hic 
contributions to modern theories of or-
ganic chemistry and for his demon-
strated ability as an educator during a 
29-year teaching career at I,ehigh Uni-
versity and Duke. 

CARL 0. SAVER, professor of geog- 
raphy on the Berkeley campus of the 
University of California, has recently 
been selected to receive the Vega medal 
in gold, the most highly regarded h o n o ~  
in the sciences of the earth and sea. Thi, 
medal is an atvard of the Swedish So- 
ciety for Anthropology and Geography 
and is traditionally presented by the King 
of S~veden on Vega Day, 2.2- Apr., in 
Stockholm. Sauer is being honored for 
his "investigations into man's utilization 
of the surroutiding geographical milieu 
during various cultnral epochs." He i q  

the fourth American who has receivcti 
this rnedal since its inception in 1880. 

GEORGE R. COWGILL, professor 
of nutrition at Yale University, has rc-
ceived the $1000 Osborne and Mendel 
axvard for 1957, which is administered 
by the American Institute of Nutrition. 
He \\,as honored for "his Inany piouecr 
and subsequent fundamental research 
contributions to our knowledge of thr 
B-vitamins and of protein nutrition; and 
for his numerous other broad c.ontrii111- 
tions to the science of nutrition as a 
teacher, as editor of T h e  Journal of Yli-

t ~ i t i o n ,and as an expert advisor in this 
field." 

J O H N  C. CLARK, who has lielp'cl 
direct most of the nation's atomic weap- 
ons tests since 194.6, has been appointed 
staff assistant to J.  R. Delnpsey, manager 
of Convair-Astronautics. Clark has r r -
signed as associate leader of the Test Di- 


