
Lexington School for the Deaf. The 
girls were 15 to 18 years of age and were 
selected as normal girls by their teach- 
ers. The  Wechsler results were com-
pared with a sample of 100 records of 
16-year-old subjects from the Wechsler 
standardization data. 

The results showed no statistically sig- 
nificant difference between the deaf and 
hearing groups in the over-all Wechsler 
IQ. On the other hand, the hearing 
group was superior to the deaf on the 
verbal scale, while the deaf were su-
perior to the hearing group on the per- 
formance scale. The author concludes, 
after an analysis of the subtests, thnt the 
deaf are quantitatively inferior to the 
hearing group in verbal abstract thinking 
and superior in reactions to the concrete 
type of test stimulus. The Rorschach re- 
sults likewise showed in the deaf a "non- 
creative, reproductive type with lowered 
capacity for conceptual thinking and 
strong emphasis upon concrete, tangible 
stimuli." 

The study as a whole suffers from the 
usual difficulties encountered by psy-
chologists in obtaining a representative 
sample of deaf subjects. The author 
recognizes the difficulties of drawing 
conclusions from tests that utilize lan-
guage responses in a group whose major 
disability is language. She believes, how- 
ever, that her experience with the deaf 
and the utilization of all forms of com-
munication minimized this difficulty. 

The fact that the average educational 
achievement of the deaf subjects used 
was approximately the fourth grade, as 
compared with a ninth- or tenth-grade 
achievement for the hearing control 
group, may furnish an explanation for 
the difference on tests requiring lan-
guage responses. How to control this im- 
portant variable is one that has stumped 
researchers in this field. The author im- 
plies that much more rigid experimenta- 
tion is needed in this area. 

The book is well written in a semi-
popular style, as represented by the title, 
Y o u t h  i n  a Soundless World .  A more 
descriptive title would have been "A 
study of Wechsler and Rorschach scores 
of 31 adolescent deaf girls." 

SAIIIUELA. KIRK 
University o f  Illinois 

Amino Acid Handbook. Methods and 
results of protein analysis. Richard 
J. Block and Kathryn I Y .  Weiss. 
Thomas, Springfield, 1956. 386 pp. 
Illus. $1 0.50. 

The first part of this handbook con-
stitutes an excellent laboratory manual 
that gives, with experimental details, the 
procedures available for the analysis of 
proteins and determination of their com- 

ponent amino acids. Chemical, microbio- 
logical, and chromatographic methods 
are covered, and the results and limita- 
tions in typical cases are presented. Two 
short chapters cover dietary require-
ments for amino acid and protein con-
sumption in the United States. 

The latter half of the book is devoted 
to a very comprehensive tabulation of 
the amino acid composition of about 160 
proteins. The tables list method and re- 
sults in the analysis of each protein by a 
large number of investigators. The ac-
companying bibliography, which gives 
1300 references to the original literature, 
through 1955, should be of great value 
to protein chemists, and the handbook 
itself should be extremely useful to those 
concerned with nutritional aspects of 
protein chemistry. 

Archimedes. vol. 12, Acta Historica Sci- 
entiarum Naturalium et Medicinal-
ium.  E. J .  Dijksterhuis. Ejnar Munks- 
gaard, Copenhagen, 1956. 420 pp. 

This book is an English version of the 
author's Archimedes [in Dutch (Gron-
ingen, 1938)l and of articles that ap-
peared in the Dutch periodical Euclides 
between 1938 and 1944. 

In  setting forth the mathematical argu- 
ments, E. J. Dijksterhuis employs a nota- 
tion of his own devising, which is some- 
what between the modern symbolic no- 
tation of T. L. Heath's English version 
and the nonsymbolic verbal mathematics 
of Paul Ver Eecke's literal French trans- 
lation. The bulk of the work is a discus- 
sion of all the writings of Archimedes, 
proposition by proposition. As a rule, 
only the enunciation of the proposition is 
actually translated; the rest is generally 
paraphrased, summarized, and com-
mented on. In  addition, there are chap- 
ters on Archimedes' life and works and 
on the basic concepts and lemmas that 
he employs. 

With this book, Dijksterhuis has put 
all students of Greek mathematics in 
his debt. The modern reader who ap- 
proaches an author as profound as 
Archimedes needs every help he can get, 
and he is indeed fortunate, now, to be 
able to consult Dijksterhuis along with 
the standard editions of Heath and Ver 
Eecke. 

The new work is so very valuable for 
what it seeks to do-that is, to make 
more understandable the actual mathe- 
matics of Archimedes-that it may seem 
ungracious to ask for more. Ypt a con- 
sideration of Archimedes' work suggests 
many topics (some of them outside the 
boundaries of technical, mathematics) 
which have not been adequately dealt 
with in any of the standard treatises on 
:irchimedrs. Among these are the factors 

that determined the direction of Greek 
geometry and molded Archimedes' think- 
ing; the peculiar insights that enabled 
him so decisively to break some (but not 
others) of the barriers of traditional 
geometry; the historical relations be-
tween numerical and geometric methods 
in applied science and-the reason for the 
emphasis on the latter in the Greek de- 
velopment; the failure of Archimedes' 
followers, in antiquity, to advance his 
work (for example, with any quantitative 
treatment of specific gravity); the atti- 
tude of Archimedes (and antiquity, in 
general) on the sort of labor-saving 
machinery for which his work laid the- 
oretical foundations; the preservation of 
Archimedes' thought in the Middle 
Ages, and the precise nature of the im- 
pact of his work on such men as Galileo 
and Newton at  the beginning of the 
modern era. 

Study on some of these topics is going 
forward; the fundamental work of Mar- 
shall Clagett in assessing the influence of 
Archimedes in the Middle Ages is a 
case in point. With the progress of such 
studies we shall have a clearer under- 
standing of the position of Archimedes 
in the general history of science. Toward 
our understanding of Archimedes' 
achievement in the more restricted field 
of technical mathematics, Dijksterhuis 
has made a welcome and substantial con- 
tribution. 

I. E. DRABKIN 
City  C o l l ~ g e  of N e w  York  

They've Got Your Number. Robert 
Wernick. Norton, New York, 1956. 
124 pp. Illus. $2.95. 

That the Zeitgeist influences the 
course of scientific inquiry and occa-
sionally the findings and theoretical con- 
structions of scientists is a key proposition 
in the sociology of knowledge. 

The most valuable thing about this 
little book is that, in its own gag-laden 
and irresponsible way, it may force upon 
those psychologists who happen to read 
it a recognition of the fact that psycho- 
logical testing as a field is heavily influ- 
enced by some of the social imperatives 
of our time and place. 

Robert Wernick is probably right in 
contending that the cultural compul5ives 
toward conformity and against privacy 
have energized the boom in psycholog- 
ical testing. Unfortunately he gives no 
evidence of having carried his thought a 
step further to the connc,ction between 
the demand for conformity and the de- 
velopment of a bureaucratized mass so-
ciety whose functioning seems to require 
members governed by routinized needs 
and motivated to the execution of pre-
dictable patterns of interaction. 
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