
primary purpose of the Institute shall bc 
to disco\,er and encourage the work of 
indi\,iduals of great talent and promise." 

T h e  university regents appro\,ed threr 
professorships in the institute, effective 
1 Jan.: Daniel Mazia, professor of zool- 
ogy, for research on the life-history of 
the cell; Jerzy Neyrnan, director of the 
Statistical Laboratory, for research on 
the distribution of galaxies and expansion 
of the universe; and Stcphcn P. Dilibcrto, 
associate professor of ~nathernatics, for 
research on stability of thc moon's orbit 
and also on the three body problem. 

Fivc more professorships xvill be cffcc- 
tive on 1 July: G. I-I. Curtis and J. F. 
Evernden, both assistant profcssors of gc- 
ology, xvho will continue \vork to estab- 
lish geologic time correlation between 
colltinents and to sct up a world-wide 
time scalr by absolute dating of rocks, 
using thc potassium-argon method; W. 
A. Nierenberg, professor of physics, for 
rescarch in the hyperfine structural anorn- 
alies in cesium and rubidium; Roger Y. 
Stanicr, professor of bacteriology, for r r -  
search on photosynthetic pigments; and 
James Cason, professor of chemistry, for 
research on the clcctrochcn~ical reduc- 
tion and the chemistry of organo-phos-
phorus compounds. I n  addition, provi- 
sion was made for the appointment of a 
visiting research professor of radio as-
tronomy; a scientist for this post will be 
named later. 

Initial appointments and grants havc 
been made in the amount of approxi-
mately $li0,000, including the payment 
of salaries and administrative and other 
costs. Under the terrns provided by thr 
donor, research professors and fellows 
~vi l lhold appointments for varying terms, 
not to exceed 5 yrars, unless the time is 
extended by a favorable vote of three-
quarters of thc regents of the uni\ ersity 
on recommendation of the Advisory 
Board. 

T h e  appointments reported so far ~vi l l  
extend for periods of from 6 months to 
2 years. I n  each casc, thc researcher holds 
an  appointment in the institute com-
parable to his faculty post. When faculty 
members are appointed to temporary re- 
search professorships in the institute, 
their regular university salaries are to be 
made a\ailable to their deuartments to 
provide for replacements on the teaching 
staff. 

Thc  plans for the administration of 
the institute Tvere dralvn up by a corn- 
~mittee of 12 faculty members headed by 
Chancellor Clark Kerr.  T h e  major or-
ganizational con~ponents of the institute 
are the Advisory 1:oard and the Execu- 
tive Conlnlittee. 

T h e  seven nicinbcrs of the :\dvisory 

nology; I .  I .  Rabi, Kobel laureate a t  Co- 
lumbia University; and Paul Weiss, head 
of the laboratory of Developmental Riol- 
ogy of the Rockefeller Institute for Medi- 
cal Research. Four Advisory Board mem- 
bers on the university staff are President 
Robert G. Sproul, chairman, ry oficio; 
J\'illiarn R.  Ilennes, professor of philos- 
ophy; Glenn T. Seaborg, Nobel laurcatc 
and professor of chemistry; Curt Stern, 
professor of zoology. T h e  Exccutivc 
Co~nrnittcc is composed of the four Uni- 
\,crsity of California mcmbcrs, with 
Dcnncs as chairman. 

Synthetic Racemic 
Material Available 

CIRA Pharmaceutical Products, Inc., 
Summit, N.J., hac: made available to the 
Endocrinology btudy Section, National 
1nc:titutcs of Health (Bc thc~da  14, M d . ) ,  
~ t s  limited supply of d,l-aldostcronc for 
biological and clinical invcstigatlon. This 
synthetic racemic rnaterial has one-half 
the biological activity of the natural 
d-aldosteronr. 

T h e  synthetic rnaterial is available to 
qualified investigators in the folloxving 
forms : d,l-aldosterone 2 1-monoacetatc 
in a purified sesarne oil solution (200 
~ ~ g / n l land 20 pg/rnl) ; d,l-aldostcronr. 
21-monoacetate in a 95-pcrccnt ethanol 
solution ( 1 lug /n~ l )  ; and d,l-aldosteronc 
(nonestcrified) in a 95-percent cthanol 
solution ( 10 yg/ml).  T h e  monoacctatr. 
will be distributed for biological work 
and the nonesterificd form xvill be limited 
to use as a chromatographic standard. 
T h e  alcohol solution of thc monoacetatc. 
can be diluted for intra\,enous injections. 
Purified sesarne oil call be obtained from 
CIBA for those who ha\,e occasion to 
dilute the oil solutions. 

Requests should be made by letter to 
Dr. R.  T .  Hill, Executive Secretary, 
Elldocrillology Study Section. The  letter 
should state briefly exactly how much of 
the material is wanted and then describe 
the nature of the investigation in which 
it is to be used. 

Tulane Apprenticeships in Zoology 

T h e  zoology and botany departments 
of Tulane University have instituted an  
apprenticeship program to provide enter- 
i ~ l gfreshmen ~v i th  an  opportunity to fol- 
low their interests in biology under guid- 
ance of the faculties in zoology and bot- 
any. Each apprentice will be assigned to 
a professor in the appropriate field. T h e  
student will drvote 4 hours each weck 
to a biological problrm of his selection 

Board include three, scirntists no~n ina tc~~l  and ~vi l l  be encouraged to participate in 
by thr  National Acadt.my of Sciences: departmental activities such as special 
Jerome Hunsaker, aeronautical enginerr lectures and graduate seminars. The  pro- 
of the Massachusetts Institute of Tech- gram pays no stiprnd. 

Population Keference Bureau 

T h e  Population Referrncc Rureau of 
Washington, D.C., has issued an invita- 
tion to graduatr students to join its s u n -  
mer workshop. Candidates should be, 
preferably, students of demography, soci- 
ology, cons~rvation, econon~ics, or ge-
ography. Each mcmbcr of the workshop 
will carry through his oxvn research prob- 
lem, from the bare statistics to a finished, 
intcrpreti\ e essay. 

M'hen applying, candidates should cx- 
pl'iin h o ~  their major interest ic: rclatctl 
to population problcmc:. Their applic,l- 
tions should bc supported by t u o  lcttci-5 
from professors, instructors, or facult) 
advisers. 

The  1957 session, the bureau's sixill 
annual rvorkshop, will begin on 17 Junc 
and close on 26 July. Only six candidates 
will be choscn. They will receive $300 
to~vard transportation and subsistellcc iri 
JVashington. Applications should bc sub- 
mitted by 30 Mu?. to the Population 
Rcfcrcnce Bureau, 1507 h1 St., NW, 
JC'ashington 5, D.C. 

Intermittent Publications 

One of the recornmendations of thc 
firc:t International Congresc: on Docu-
mentation of .Applied Chemistry, Lon-
don, 1955, was "that Natlonal Centres 
to deal u i th  Intermittent Publicationc: 
bc created" Thi, question has bee11 
given careful consideration by the Ad 
Hoc Co~nmittce on .Abstracting and 
Documentation of the International 
Unio11 of Pure and .Applied Chemistry, 
undrr the chairmanship of H. R .  Kruyt. 

T h e  con~n~i t t eewas of the opinion 
that it would be inadvisable to stimu-
late the creation of new national bodies 
for this kind of documentation. I t  Tvas, 
l~o\vc\,er, decided to \\.rite to each of the 
national adhering bodies of the union 
asking them about the present position 
\\fit11 rrgard to the documentation of 
such publicatio~ls in their countries. T h e  
term i~ltpr7nittent publicatio~ls has been 
defined as documents ~vhich are not 
books in the ordinary sense and not 
rrgular periodicals; they may be printed, 
offset, mimeographed, photographed, or 
even typelvrittcn; they comprise rcports, 
monographs, symposia, surveys, confer-
ence papers, data shrets, students' theses, 
standard specifications, test specifica-
tions, bulletins, technical papers, circu-
lars, leaflets, and memoranda. 

Of the 30 or so countries queried, 11 
ha\,e srnt replies varyinq consider;rbly in 
I t~ lg th  and con~prchrnsivrnrss. T h e  fol- 
lo\ving is an to sutllmarizr the a t t c ~ l ~ g t  
1xt>sf1nt positio~i or1 thch \)asis of thc tr-
plies received. 

All thr national adhcring bodies 
rrt ognize thc size of thc task. Yugo-



slavia merely states that some action 
would be useful, whereas Spain and 
Colombia are willing to pursue the mat- 
ter further. Australia and Sweden say 
that the question is already being dis- 
cussed by organizations in their re-
spective countries, while certain other 
countries-namely, Belgium, Canada, 
Czechoslovakia, and Denmark-state 
frankly that the problem is too vast to 
be solved as a whole, although certain 
types of intermittent publications, for 
example, university doctorate theses in 
Belgium, are now being documented. 

However, according to Hungary, Nor- 
way, Finland (in part) ,  India, and 
Japan, national intermittent publications 
are already documented; Japan is will- 
ing to take steps to make the documen- 
tation complete. Great Britain considers 
that nearly everything of importance 
finds its way into a recognized publica- 
tion and is therefore documentcd in the 
usual way. 

This opinion is not shared by Canada, 
who suggests that few, if any, intermit- 
tent publications ever appear in the ab- 
stract journals. France considers it suffi- 
cient that all publications must be de- 
posited in the National Library and that 
the CNRS endeavors to document every- 
thing of importance. The Austrian reply 
was concerned with the production of 
intermittent publications by scientific 
societies rather than with their docu-
mentation. 

I t  is obviously unwise to try to draw 
any general conclusions when only 17  
national adhering bodies have replied, 
but the information obtained so far 
shows such a g r ~ a t  diversity of approacll 
to a common problem, that it seemed 
useful as an interim indication of the 
kind of information that the conllnitt~e 
is collecting. 

Darbalter Prize in Phycology 

The Darbaker Prize Committee of the 
Botanical Society of America will accept 
nominations for an award to be an-
nounced at the annual meeting of the 
society in 1957. Under the terms of the 
bequest, the award is to be made for 
meritorious work in the study of the 
algae, particularly the microscopic algae. 
The value of the 1957 prize will depend 
on the income from the trust fund that 
supports it, but the amount is expected 
to be about $150. 

The committee will base its judgment 
primarily on the papers published by the 
candidate during the last two full cal- 
endar years previous to the closing date 
for nominations. Only papers published 
in the English language will be consid- 
ered. 

Nominations for the 1957 award, ac- 
companied by a statenlent of the merits 

of the case and by reprints of the publi- 
cations supporting the candidacy, should 
be sent before I May to the chairman of 
the prize committee, George F. Papen- 
fuss, University of California, Berkeley, 
Calif. 

NSF Funds Available 

The Division of Biological and hfedi- 
cal Sciences of the National Science 
Foundation has announced that the next 
closing date for receipt of research pro- 
posals in the life sciences is 15 May. 
Proposals received after the May closing 
date will be reviewed following the fall 
closing date of 15 Sept. 

In  addition to funds for the support 
of basic research in the life sciences, 
limited funds will be available during 
the current fiscal year for the support of 
research facilities and programs at  bio- 
logical field stations. Inquiries should be 
addressed to the National Science Foun- 
dation, Washington 25, D.C. 

Microfilm Cameras for Libraries 

A new microfilm camera that has been 
developed by Atherton Seidell and H. F. 
Flemer is being given free to research 
libraries on condition that the libraries 
substitute microfilms for interlibrary 
lending of original publications. Flemer 
is a specialist in microfilms who is in 
charge of the photoduplicating service of 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 
Seidell, to whom inquiries should be 
addressed, can be reached at  2301 Con- 
necticut Ave., NFV, Washington, D.C. 

With the new microfilm camera the 
illumination, time of exposure, aperture 
of the lens, and development of the 
exposed film are all definitely fixed in 
advance, so that no adjustments of the 
unit are needed to get good microfilms of 
the usual library publications. Microfilm 
copying may therefore be performed by 
library employees who have had very 
little special training. Seidell and Flemer 
also have developed a small inexpensive 
microfilm viewer. 

Taxonomy of the Actinomycetes 

The Society of American Bacteriol-
ogists, through its Subcommittee on the 
Taxonomy of Actinomycetes, has re-
ceived grants from industry to support 
fundamental research on the taxonomy 
of actinomycetes. The aim of the pro- 
gram is to foster research in this field 
and to encourage the training of people 
in the taxonomy of this group. The 
ultimate objective i.; to stimulate the 
publication of monographic treatmerltr 
pf the gctinomycetes and the unification 

of this material for a system of identifi- 
cation. The companies that have so far 
made financial contributions to the proj- 
ect are Abbott Laboratories; Bristol Lab- 
oratories, Inc.; Chas. Pfizer and Com- 
pany, Inc.; Eli Lilly and Company; 
Lederle Laboratories; Merck Sharp and 
Dohme; Parke, Davis and Company; and 
Upjohn Con~pany. 

The  committee would welcome re-
quests for support of work that deals 
with a phase of actinomycete taxonomy. 
Applications should be sent to the tem- 
porary chairman of the committee, Prof. 
K. L. Jones, Department of Botany, 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, 
Mich. 

Fishery Studies 

Under the provisions of the Fish and 
Wildlife Act of 1956, the funds allotted 
for market, technologic, and biological 
research and for the development of 
American commercial fisheries has been 
increased by almost $3.6 million. With 
the $3 million currently allotted for this 
work, the total now available for the 
fiscal year ending 30 June 1957 is almost 
$6.6 million. The sum will be adminis- 
tered by the Bureau of Commercial 
Fisheries in the Department of thc 
Interior. 

History of Science Prize 

An annual award of $250 has been 
established by Henry and Ida Schuman 
of New York for an original prize essay 
in the history of science and its cultural 
influences. This competition is open to 
undergraduate and graduate students in 
any American or Canadian college, uni- 
versity, or institute of technology. Papers 
submitted for the competition should be 
approximately 5000 words in length, ex- 
clusive of footnotes, and thoroughly 
documented. I t  is hoped that the prize- 
winning essay will be suitable for publi- 
cation in ISIS,  the journal of the History 
of Science Society. 

I t  is the wish of the donors that ''his- 
tory of science and its cultural influ-
ences" should be broadly interpreted. 
The papers-which should in each case 
be original contributions to learning-
mav deal with the ideas and accomnlish- 
ments of scientists in the past; they may 
trace the evolution of particular scien-
tific concepts; or they may study the hi5- 
torical influences of one branch of sci-
ence upon another. 

The phrase "cultural influences" i.; 
taken to include studies of the social and 
historical conditions that have influenced 
the growth of science, or the efiects of 
scientific developmenti upon society in 
the realms of philosophy, religion, social 
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