
22 February 1957, \'olume 125, Number 3243 SCIENCE 
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION 


FOR T H E  

ADVANCEMENT O F  SCIENCE 


Board of Directors 
LAURENCE PresidentH. SNYDER, 
WALLACER. BRODE,President Elect 
PAUL B. SEARS, Retiring President 
PAUL M. GROSS 
GEORGER. HARRISON 
PAUL E. KLOPSTEO 
CHAUNCEYD. LEAKE 
MARGARETMEAD 
THOMASPARK 
WILLIAMW. RUBEY 
ALAN T. WATERMAN 
PAUL A. SCHERER, Treasurer 
DAEL WOLFLE, Executive Of i ce r  

DAEL WOLFLE, Executive Of i ce r  

GRAHAMDUSHANE,Editor 


CHARLOTTE Associate Editor 
V. MEETING, 
JOSEPH TURNER, Assistant Editor 

Editorial Board 
WALLACER. BRODE KARL LARK-HOROVITZ 
BENTLEYGLASS EDWIN M. LERNER 

WILLIAM L. STRAUS, JR. 

Editorial Staff 
PATRIC~A MARY L. SARAH S. L. CARSON, CRABILL, 
DEES, NANCY S. HAMILTON, W. HEATWOLE, OLIVER 
YuK1E K o z ~ r .  ELIZABETH MCGOVERN, ELLEN E. 
MURPHY, ROBERT V. ORMES, BETHSABE PEDERSEN, 
MADELINESCHNEIDER, VOLLMERJACQUELYN 

EARL J. SCHERAGO, Re~resen ta t i veAdvertising 

SCIENCE, founded in 1880, is published each 
Friday by the American Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Science a t  Business Press, Lancaster, 
Pa. Entered a t  the Lancaster, Pa., Post Office as 
second class matter under the Act of 3 March 1879. 

SCIENCE is indexed in the Reader's Guide t o  
Periodical Literature and in the Industrial Arts 
Index. 

Editorial and personnel-placement correspond- 
ence should be addressed to SCIENCE, 1515 
Massachusetts Ave., NW, Washington 5, D.C. 
Manuscripts should be typed with double spacing 
and submitted in duplicate. The  AAAS assumes no 
responsibility for the safety of manuscripts or for 
the opinions expressed by contributors. For detailed 
suggestions on the preparation of manuscripts, book 
reviews, and illustrations, see Science 125, 16 ( 4  
Jan. 1957). 

Display-advertising correspondence should be 
addressed to SCIENCE, Room 604, 11 West 42 
St., New York 36, N.Y. 

Change of address: The notification should 
reach us 4 weeks in advance. If possible, please 
furnish an address stencil label from a recent 
issue. Be sure to give both old and new addresses, 
including zone numbers, if any. 

Annual subscriptions: $7.50; foreign postage, 
$1; Canadian postage, 50Q. Single copies, 254. 
Specla1 rates to members of the AAAS. Cable 
address: Advancesci, Washington. 

The  AAAS also publishes T H E  SCIENTIFIC 
MONTHLY. 

Atomic Power 

The Atomic Energy Act of 1954 made possible private ownership of 
atomic power reactors and provided for the declassification of information 
of industrial interest. Although some progress has been made in developing 
commercial atomic power-the 60,000-kilowatt station at Shippingport, 
Pennsylvania, is nearing completion and several other stations are proposed 
or under construction-the pace has been slower than may have been desir- 
able. Progress would doubtless have been more rapid if the Government 
had come to a clear-cut decision about the method of attaining rapid devel- 
opment. But no such decision has been made, and industry has been under- 
standably reluctant to move into the field of atomic power while uncer- 
tainty about costs and risks prevails. 

Several recent events suggest that the Government is moving toward a 
decision to push the atomic power program more vigorously and to take a 
larger responsibility for the production of commercial reactors. Last year 
the Panel on the Peaceful Uses of Atomic Energy (the McKinney Commit- 
tee),  which had been appointed by the Joint Atomic Energy Committee, 
recommended a partnership between Government and industry for the 
development of atomic power, but added that, if industry failed to take 
the initiative, the Atomic Energy Commission should support a progranl 
for the development of atomic power, including the construction of full-
scale "demonstration" plants of several types. 

The bill introduced by Senator Albert Gore in the last session of Con- 
gress would have authorized the AE'C to spend $'00 million over a 5-year 
period in contracts for the development of reactors to show their practical 
value for the generation of electricity. I t  would in effect have authorized 
the AEC to carry out the alternative recommendation of the McKinney 
Committee. Despite opposition by four out of five members of the AEC 
and by the Administration, the bill was passed in the Senate by a close 
vote; it was, however, killed in the House by a narrow margin. 

I t  seems probable that the attitude of the Administration toward the 
"partnership" program has changed recently. On 11 December 1956 Lewis 
L. Strauss, chairman of the AEC, who had formerly opposed a program 
of rapid development, shifted his position and urged a major expansion in 
commercial atomic power plants. And, in his budget message on 16 January 
1957, President Eisenhower said: "If acceptable proposals for non-Federal 
construction of promising reactor types do not materialize within a reason- 
able time, a request will be made to the Congress for funds for direct con- 
struction by the Federal Government." 

Whether or not this presidential statement implies that the Administration 
will not oppose Senator Gore's bill, which has been reintroduced in the 
Senate, is still uncertain. But it seems not unlikely that this bill or an Ad- 
ministration bill directed to similar ends may be enacted in this session of 
Congress. We hope so. For it seems to us none too soon for the United 
States to be in a position to supply practical power reactors to nations short 
of conventional sources of power and none too soon for us to develop com- 
mercial reactors as a hedge against the inevitable increases in our own 
demands for power in the near future.-G. DGS. 


