
hclrni ( c h a i r m a n ) .  Gregory Pincus is 
chairman o f  the study section and S a m  
R. Hall is its executivc secretary. 

Grants o f  the  hormones will b e  m a d e  
t o  qualified investigators w h o  apply  t o  
the  study section. Application should b c  
m a d e  i n  a letter tha t  describes t h c  pro-
posed work and provides a n  estimate o f  
the  amount  o f  hormones required. R e -
quests will be granted t o  t h c  cxtent  tha t  
supplics allow. 

I t  is hopcd that  b y  this  service bo th  
clinical and fundamental  studies o n  the  
anterior pituitary hormones will b c  stim-
ulated. A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  i t  is thought 
that  m u c h  advantage will b e  gained f r o m  
the  fact  that a largc number  and variety 
o f  studies m a y  b c  m a d c  b y  numerous in-
vestigators, all using thc  same highly 
purified and careful ly  tested prepara-
tions. Continuing support for the  pro-
gram will b e  sought i f ,  as is thought b y  
t h e  study section, work  i n  these ficlds has 
been  limited b y  t h e  availability o f  suit-
able rnatcrials. 

New Planned Parenthood 
Research Conamittee 

A bioloqical research cornmittce has 
been established b y  t h e  Planned Parent-
hood Fcderation o f  Amcrica t o  lead a 
"concerted program" o f  rcsr,arch for i m -
proved mcthods  o f  birth control and o f  
infert i l i ty  therapy.  T h e  commit tee ,  com-
p o s ~ do f  13 leading scientists i n  the  ficlds 
o f  biology, p h y s i o l o ~ ~ ,biochemistry, 
medicinc and population, is headed b y  
Call  G .  Har tman,  formerly t h c  director 
o f  O r t h o  R e s c a ~ c hFoundation i n  Rari-
tan ,  N .J .  

Establishment o f  thc  c o m m ~ t t e cis a n  
outgrowth o f  a confcrence o n  thc  physi-
o l o g ~o f  rcproduction sponsored jointly 
last spriqg b y  P P F A  and the  Population 
Council. A t  that conference it bccame 
clear, according t o  I Iar tman,  tha t  "de-
spite tremendous gaps i n  our knowledge,  
there does e x i ~ ta sufficient base o f  in for -
mat ion  t o  justify concerted e f for t s  t o  
solvc the  k n o w n  aroblerns i n  this field." 
H c  pointcd out  tha t  incrcased knowlcdgc 
o f  research i n  h u m a n  reproduction would  
no t  on ly  lead t o  bctter mcthods  o f  con-
traception, bu t  ~ r o u l dalso aid the  10 
pcrccnt o f  Amer ican  marricd couples 
w h o  are involuntarily childless. 

Relics of Ancient Culture in Japan 

Hokkaido  Universi ty  has announced 
discovery o f  rclics f r o m  the  earliest cul-
ture yet found i n  Japan.  T h e  discoveries 
were m a d c  b y  a n  expedition f r o m  H o k -
kaido Universi ty  and t h e  Institute o f  
Regional Exploration, A n n  Arbor, Mich .  
T .  P. Bank,  Amer ican  Fulbright scholar 
f r o m  hIichigan,  and Sakuzaemon K o -
k a m a  o f  Hokkaido  were coleaders. 

T h e  artifacts-mainly obsidian and 
stone bladcs, scrapers, and hand axcs-
were imbeddcd  i n  a thick water-de-
positcd tcrrace tha t  is m o r e  t h a n  10,000 
years old. T h e  terrace is locatcd ncar 
t h e  Sea o f  Okhotsk  coast o f  I-Iokkaido, 
Japan's northernmost  island. T h e  expedi-
t ion has discontinucd work  b u t  will rc-
sumc exploration ncx t  year. 

U.N. Technical Assistance Pledges 

As a result o f  the  seventh Tcchnical  
Assistancc Pledging Conference  held a t  
U n i t e d  Nations Headquarters i n  O c -
tober, a total o f  $30,295,000will be m a d e  
available b y  65 governments to\varcl t h c  
1957 operations o f  thc  expandcd pro-
gram o f  technical assistance. T h i s  repre-
sents t h e  largest s u m  yct provided for 1 
year and cxceeds b y  more  t h a n  $2 mil -
l ion the  funds  pledged at last ycar's 
confcrence. 

As i n  the  past, several governments 
announccd that  they  would m a k c  their 
pledges k n o w n  at a latcr date;  others 
assured the  confcrcnce tha t  thcir con-
tributions would  b c  at least a t  t h e  level 
o f  their 1956 support, b u t  might  b e  in -
creased i n  the  nex t  fclv months.  T h e  gov-
ernment o f  thc  U n i t e d  States announced 
a m a x i m u m  contribution o f  $15.5mil -
l ion o f  ~ I h i c h$14mill ion ~ r o u l db c  paid 
t o  m a t c h  the  first $14mill ion o f  p1edgi.s 
f r o m  othcr governments; the  balance o f  
$1.5mill ion would b e  contributed at a 
reduced matching perccntage t o  b c  an-
nounced latcr. 

T h r e e  countries--Albania hIorocco, 
and t h e  Sudan-made plcdges t o  t h e  
'Technical Assistancc Fund for t h e  fiist 
t i m c ,  and I-Ionduras rcne\ved support 
tha t  had lapsed i n  1956.Nincteen othcr 
countries increased the  amount  o f  their 
pledges over 1956, accounting for a n  
additional $750,000.Argentina, Bolivia, 
Finland, Greecc,  Hungary,  Spain,  Syria, 
and Switzerland all raised their contri-
butions b y  50 pcrccnt or more .  

News Briefs 

T h c  Brooklyn Botanic Gardcn  has ob-
tained a 223-acrc tract o f  woodland a t  
Kitchawan,  N.Y . ,  adjacent t o  Croton  
Rcscrvoir, which  it will use as a field 
station for  rescarch. G i f t s  for the  pur-
chase and development o f  the  station 
already have rcached ncarly $150,000. 
T h e  gardcn is seckiqg t o  raisc $250,000, 
~ v h i c h~ r o u l d  include a partial endow-
m e n t  fund .  

MA 38-acre site i n  O a k  Ridge,  T e n n . ,  
has becn  sold t o  thc  O a k  Ridge  Institute 
o f  Nuclcar Studies t o  provide space for 
six n c w  permanent buildings. T h e  n e w  
construction is expected t o  cost $3.5 mil -
lion. 

Scientists in the News 

D I C K I N S O N  W .  R I C H A R D S ,  JR., 

clircctor o f  Columbia  Universi ty 's  medi -
cal division at Rellevue Hospital, 
A N D R E  F. C O U R N A N D ,  professor o f  
medicine at Columbia ,  and W E R N E R  
F O R S S M A N N ,  practicing physician o f  
Bad Kreuznach  i n  W c s t e r n  G e r m a n y ,  
~ v i l l  share t h c  1956 Nobcl prizc f o r  
medicine and physiology, w h i c h  this  
year amounts  t o  $38,683.59.T h e  recipi-
ents  are bcing honored f o r  their  discov-
eries concerning heart cathctcrization 
and pathological changcs i n  t h e  circula-
tory systcm. T h e  otIicial citation reads: 
" [ T h e i r ]  investigations have meant  tha t  
diagnosis can no\v b e  m a d e  earlier and  

c, 

w i t h  greater certainty t h a n  be fore .  I n  
this w a y ,  the  prospects o f  preventing 
further deterioration are incrcascd." 

Bchind t h c  award is t h e  story o f  a line 
o f  inquiry that  began 27 years ago w h c n  
Forssmann introduccd a catheter tube  
in to  a vc in  o f  his right a r m .  Sitting be-
hind a Auoroscopc and watching a largc 
mirror,  h e  pushed t h e  t u b e  gradually 
in to  thc  right vcntricle o f  his hcart and 
t h e n  had  x-ray pictures m a d e .  T h i s  
cndcd the  investigation for  several years 
unti l  a paper o n  his findings c a m e  t o  t h e  
at tention o f  t h e  t w o  m e n  at Columbia .  
T h e y  took u p  the  research whcrc  F o r s -
m a n n  had l c f t  o f f .  

R O B E R T  F ,  h I E H L ,  dircctor o f  t h e  
metals  research laboratory and head o f  
metallurgical enqincerinq at Carnegie 
Institute o f  Technology ,  was presented 
~ v i t hthe  Grand hIcdal  o f  L e  Chatalier 
b y  t h c  council o f  t h c  T r e n c h  Society o f  
hletal lurgy at its recent annual mcetings 
i n  Paris, Francc. 

I .  S .  R A V D I N ,  ~ 4 1 0holds the  J o h n  
R h c a  Barton professorship o f  surgcry at 
the  I'niversity o f  Pennsylvania, was  re-
tired f r o m  service i n  t h e  U . S .  A r m y  
Rescrve,  h fcd ica l  Corps,  i n  ccrcrnonics 
that  took place at t h c  university o n  30 
O c t .  R a v d i n  is the  first medical  of f icer 
t o  reach the  rank o f  major  general i n  
t h e  A r m y  Reserve Corps .  His retirement 
ceremony  was at tcndcd b y  ranking offi-
ccrs f r o m  Philadelphia and W a s h i n g t o n  
and f r o m  t h e  Sccond A r m y  C o m m a n d  
Headquarters,  Fort George G. h f c a d e ,  
M d .  Gaylord P. Harnwell ,  president o f  
the  univcrsi ty ,  spoke o n  t h e  program. 

H .  M A X  H O U T C H E N S  has b e e n  
namcd chief  o f  the  Ve terans  Administra-
t ion  clinical psychology division i n  t h e  
central of f ice at Washington ,  D.C. H e  
succeeds H. M .  H I L D R E T H ,  w h o  has 
accepted a n  appoin tmcnt  w i t h  thc  Public 
Heal th  Service. Previously Houtchens has 
served as chief  consulting psychologist t o  
V A ' s  clinical psychology division i n  t!le 
psychiatry and neurology service i n  
Washington.  


