
418 cases were submitted for Pentagon 
screening; in 250 cases l o ~ e r  authorities 
were ovrrruled and clearances wrre 
granted. This is a 60-percent approval 
rate, compared with 37 percrnt during 
the previous 2 years, \+-hen only 622 of 
1672 appeals for clearancr werr granted. 
In addition, a much larger percentage of 
cases was settled heforr the people in- 
volved had to be notified and hearings 
held, with the consrquent harm done to 
those concernrd. 

In a nrlls conference about thr report, 
Jerome D. Fenton, dirrctor of the De- 
fense Drpartment Office of Prrsonnri 
Security Personnrl Policy, stated that of 
all the cases considered, about half in-
volved loyalty questions and half per-
sonal charges such as l~omosexuality, 
drunkmnrss, and criminal records. He 
said that, although the number of cases 
has decreased, the percentage of clrar-
ancrs remains about thr same. 

US.-Soviet Cooperation 

'The U.S. Government has offered to 
entrr into an agreemrnt with the 
U.S.S.K. under \vhich Soviet and Ameri- 
can planes would fly between Nome, 
Alaska, and hfurmansk in the U.S.S.R. 
for observation of Arctic icr in connec- 
tion with thr Intrrnational Geophysical 
Year. T h r  rrciprocal agrrement ~vould 
includr exchanges of landing rights and 
the use of equipment, facilities, and per- 
sonnel related to the flights. 

At the Arctic conference of thr IGY 
in Stockholm in May 1956, the U.S. Na- 
tional Colnlnittrr for the IGV had sug- 
grsted coordination of thr ice observa- 
tion flights of the t\vo countries. T h r  
Soviet representatives then proposed that 
alternate flights be exchanged "in order 
to obtain a more coniprehensive photo- 
graphic rrcord of the polar icepack and 
its changes." 

New AKDC Research Branch 

T h r  Air Research and Developlnent 
Command has rstablishrd a neu branch 
to conduct research. development, ~ v a l u -  
ation, and integration of flight-control 
systems displays in all Air Force aircraft. 
T h r  neu drsign rngineering branch of 
the Flight Control Laboratory at ARDC's 
Wright Air Drvelopment Center, Day- 
ton, Ohio, will carry out plans of the 
Control-Display Integration \$'orking 
Group, which is composed of representa- 
tives froni several laboratories and o t h t ~  
units a t  WADC concernrd with aircraft 
instruments. 

The nrw branch is hraded by C.  J. 
Snyder and is composrd of thrre sec-
tions: thr display engineering section, 
with Jack Kearns as chief, ~vhich con- 

ducts rrsearch and developmrnt on whole 
panel instrumentation concrpts for new 
weapon systrms; the systrms integration 
section, hraded by Maj. B. S. Ernrick 
(\rho is also chairman of the Workillg 
Group j, \vhich conducts research and 
development on problems of integration 
of whole panel instrumrntation concepts 
~vi th other subsvsterns: and the snecifica- 
tions and standards section, under John 
Hart, which protides rngineering guid- 
ance and formulates general require-
Inrnts for test procedurrs, accrptancr 
standards, and reliability criteria. 

News Briefs 

WThe ministers of rducation of Crntral 
Arnrrica recently took part in a meeting 
at which all fivr of the republics repre- 
srnted agreed to coordinatr their sys-
trms of instruction. The participants 
havr agreed to rnret again on 5 Dec. in 
San Salvador to work out arrangements 
for a perma~lent organi~ation to be estab- 
lished in Managua under thr auspices of 
the Organization of Central American 
States. 

*The  U.S. Atomic Enrrgy Colnlnission 
has announced that a hearing on thr 
safrty of the reactor bring constructed 
by the Powrr Reactor Drvrlopment 
Company of Detroit, hlich., ~ l i l l  be held 
in \t7ashington, D.C., on 13 Nov. Jay A. 
Kyle, assistant chief hearing examiner 
for the Fedrral Conimunic,ctions Coni-
rnission, ill be the presiding officer. 

UThr effective tagging of fleas with 
radioactive isotopes for the study of the 
epideniiology of plqgur has been reported 
by thr University of California Medical 
Center and the IJ.S. Public Health Serv- 
ice's communicable disease laboratory in 
San Francisco. Cerium-1-k-1, an isotope 
of onr of the rare rarths, has proved a 
practical and silnplr tracrr for fleas, 
which heretofore have been especially 
difficult to tag. With the nelv technique, 
fleas can now be rrlrasrd on wild rodents 
and their life-cycle can be studied tvith 
radiation-detecting rquipment. 

Scientists in the News 

THORLZS M. RIVERS of N e ~ v  York 
City, formerly vice president of the 
Rockefeller Institute for Medical Re-
search, has been appointed rrledical di- 
rector of the National Foundation for 
Infantile Paralysis. He succeeds l M R T  
E. VAN RIPER, ~ h o  is leaving the Na- 
tional Foundation on 31 Oct. to become 
medical director of Geigy Pharmaceuti- 
cals of Ardslry, N.Y. 

Rivers, ~ v h o  has bern closely asso-
ciated with the development arid testing 

of the Salk vaccine, takrs over his nrlv 
post on 1 Nov., 1 year after joining the 
National Foundation's professional staff 
as assistant to the president of the foun- 
dation. 

The follolving scientists recei~ed 
awards during the Amcrican Chemical 
Society's 130th National Meeting. 

ROBERT B. WOODN'ARD, profes-
sor of chemistry, Hanlard University, the 
ACS award for creative lvork in s)-nthetic 
organic chemistry, sponsored by the Syn- 
thetic Organic Chemical Manufacturers 
Association, "for brilliant achievements 
in thr synthesis of alkaloids." 

WARREN K. LEWIS, professor emer- 
itus. Massachusetts Institute of Technol- 
ogy, thr ACS award in industrial and en- 
gineering chemistry, sponsored by the 
Esso Research and Engineering Coni-
pany, "for his major part in developing 
fluidized brd systrms for gas-solid con-
tacting and cherrlical reactions." 

MELVIN CALVIN, professor of 
chemistry, University of California, the 
ACS award for nuclear applications in 
chrmistry, sponsored by the Nuclear In- 
strunlent and Chrmical corporation, "for 
skillful and diverse demonstrations of the 
power of radioisotopes in experimental 
chemistry." 

GILBERT J. STORK, professor, Co- 
lumbia University, the ACS alvard in 
pure chemistry, sponsored by Alpha Chi 
Sigma Fraternity, "for extraordinary 
work in the structure and sterrosprcific 
synthesis of natural products." 

Ralph EI. MULLER, staff mrmber, 
Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory, IJni- 
versity of California, thr Reckman award 
in chemical instrumentation, sponsored 
by Reckman Instruments, Inc., "for a 
long series of 'firsts' in better ways to 
get chemical information froni physical 
measurements." 

STUART PATTON, associate profes- 
sor, Pennsylvania State University, the 
Borden award in the chemistry of milk, 
sponsored by the Borden Conipany Foun- 
dation, Inc., "for ingrnious application 
of organic chemistry trchniqurs to prob- 
lems of heat-induced deterioration of 
milk." 

HIZROLD A. SCHERAGE, associate 
professor, Cornell Univrrsity, the Eli 
Lilly and Company alvard in biological 
chemistry, "for valuable additions to the 
knowledgr of protein intrractions arid 
protein and niacroniolecular structure." 

JOHN H. YOE, chairman, depart-
nlrnt of chemistry, University of Virginia, 
the Fishrr alvard in analytical chemistry, 
sponsored by the Fisher Scirntific Com- 
pany, '"or pioneering work in coloriniet- 
ric analysis and organic analytical re-
agents." 

D. H. R. BARTON, Regius profrssor 
of chemistry, Univrrsity of Glasgo~\r, the 
Fritzsche award, sponsored by Fritzsche 
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